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During this essay, the writer will define Global Education and how society can get a better understanding and knowledge of it to help create a more sustainable world.  The writer will explain how crucial issues were found by the Earth’s Summit in relation to the environment and development which resulted in Education having a key role to play to ensure the issues raised were addressed. The writer will then explore one country, ‘Nigeria’ explaining the past and present background of the countries education system, including statistics, polices, and initiatives to help the current crisis of the huge number of children that are out of school.  The writer will include a critical understanding of the many barriers to Global Education children in Nigeria face daily and how even though many polices, and initiatives are in place to support these children within Nigeria evidence shows it still has the highest number of children out of school.
[bookmark: _Hlk6857910][bookmark: _Hlk6856164]Global Education is a form of education, enabling everyone to gain knowledge and understanding of cultural, geographies, histories and current issues relating to the world’s regions. It allows everyone to understand the link they share within their own lives and others from around the world. With this knowledge and understanding of economic, cultural, political and environmental influences, will help to create a better future for everyone. By working together to develop skills, attitudes and values a more sustainable world will be achieved, seeing power and resources being shared more equitably (Hicks, 2009).  Global Education has become all educator’s responsibility to ensure a globally inclusive environment is developed through the school’s curriculum. With Global Education being developed in schools, students will learn through a learner-centred education, with educators developing a more equitable society, giving all students a high-quality global education. (Primary Source Educating Global Citizens, 2018)
[bookmark: _Hlk6857987]However, in 1992/2002 the Earths summit found crucial issues with regards to the environment and development which they believed need to be addressed if an ecological sustainable society is to be developed. The issues involved global, national and local dimensions, in which education has a role to play when making awareness of these issues. (Hicks, 2009).  Currently, Global Education in the 21st Century is about teaching children both the rights and responsibilities of both present and future generations. People with greater knowledge and understanding of Global Education brings about a world of greater justice, equity and human rights for all. (Global Education Guidelines, 2010).
Nigeria is located on the coast of Western Africa. It is a Federal Republic composed of 36 states and one federal Capital Territory, with the states being divided into 589 Government areas. In the country there are three levels of Government which are Federal, State and Local. The state and local Government are in charge the implementation of the National Policy, which is then monitored by the Federal Authority. Nigeria is Africa’s most populous country, with around ten different languages being spoken.  Back in the 1960’s the population in Nigeria was an estimated 42.5 million. However, in 2016 this quadrupled to around 186.988 million. According the United Nations, Nigeria will become the third largest country by 2050 with around 399 million people. In 2016, it was also reported that Nigeria has overtaken South Africa in becoming the largest economy and had the potential to become a major global economy. However, this changed when a substantial dependency on oil revenues radically under cut this potential. This had a devastating impact on Nigeria as they went into recession putting added pressure to problems they were already experiencing. Austerity measures within the government saw budgets cuts within the education system being cut. (Staff, W. 2017)
After Nigeria was granted independence in the late 1960’s, the Government took some time to develop their own education system. This is because prior to 1977, Nigeria followed an educational policy developed by the British independence. In 1970, Nigeria began to develop a new policy and in 1976, the Universal Primary Education (UPE) came into effect. However, there was concern that this was not successful. As a result, in 1977, the National Policy on Education was introduced by the National Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC) to ensure government development goals were fully supported by the education sector. This policy was to be reviewed in 1981 and 1990. (Akagbou, 1985; Bello, 1986; Okoroma, 2000). By the mid 1980’s there were over 13 million children attending public primary schools within the country. Over 3 million attending secondary schools and 125.000 students attending colleges and universities. (Info Guide Nigeria, 2018). 
In 1999, the Universal Basic Education (UBE) was introduced which provided free, universal and compulsory basic education for every child in Nigeria aged between 6-15 years on the basis on non-discrimination. The Nigerian Government recognised that basic education was the foundation for economic and social development (British Council, 2014). However, due to the programme not having legal backing it did not initially work. It was only in 2004, with the signing of the UBE Act that the programme could begin. (Federal Ministry of Education, 2000).  Evidence showed that although some improvement had been made to education within Nigeria, it had not made enough considering the programme had been running for two decades. In a review by UNESCO in 2015, they found that participation within primary education was still low, the lack of good quality teachers undermined the curriculum, resulting in low levels of educational attainment. They also found that schools were inadequate, with poor toilets, furniture and infrastructure. The review also found that social and cultural barriers hindered girl’s participation in attending school. (UNESCO, 2010). 
[bookmark: _Hlk6515642]In 1959, the United Nations produced an International document promoting children’s right. This document was known as ‘The Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child’. This was followed in 1990, with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) which was adopted by the UN General Assembly. The Convention contains 54 articles, which all relate what all children are entitled to with regards to civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. (Unicef UK, 1992).  All country governments that have ratified the convention, must follow the convention and regularly update the United Nations Committee with how the implementation is going and the status of the child’s rights within their country. In 2016, it was reported that 196 countries are part of the convention. It was in 1991, when Nigeria became part of the convention, and with support from UNICEF, domesticated the UNCRC into a National Law. This was known as the ‘Child’s Rights Act 2003’. Through the Act children’s rights and responsibilities were specified, with the government, parents and organisations having an obligation everyone had their best interests in ensuring all children’s needs were met (Girls Voice Initiative, 2016) 
However, Unicef (2018) currently reports that, “around 10.5 million children aged between 5 and 14 years old do not attend school within the country”. Unicef has found that only 61% of children between the age of 6 and 11 years attend primary school regularly and 35.6% aged between 36-59 months receive early years education. However, further north of the country a net attendance rate of 53%, puts a huge challenge in being able to get those children back into the education system. These statistics are shocking, when education is free and compulsory for all children aged between 5 and 16 years. Under the convention of the UNCRC (1989), Article 28 states that; 
	“Every child has the right to an education. Primary Education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this” (Unicef, 2019)
Nigeria’s Education Ministry Secretary, Adamu Hussaini, said in a statement to BBC news that “he was sad at the number of children not attending school and believed that the reason for such a high number of out of school children is down to cultural factors” (Newsweek, 2019). However, many believe it is the lack of funding being given to education from local Governments. It was reported in 2016, that the Nigerian Government only spent 8% of their $12.2 trillion budget on Education. It is recommended by the UN that developing countries should spend at least 26% in the education system. With lack of funding, experts believe as a result adult illiteracy will increase, and the Sustainable Development Goals will be affected (Global Citizen, 2017). 
In 2008, World Bank found Nigeria performed the worst out of 22 sub-Saharan and North African countries in the quality of education. Factors like poor physical facilities, inadequate sanitation and number of unqualified teachers were highlighted.  As mentioned earlier, Nigeria’s government has made many budgets cuts, including cuts to education. Unfortunately, this has led to poor funding which has resulted in poor infrastructure, lack of teaching aids and school closures. Many schools in Nigeria have very limited good quality teachers and even though some teachers do take the job, it is known that they will not have continuous training, resulting in them not being kept up to date with modern practices.  This means children may not be given a good quality education.
[bookmark: _Hlk6784544]In 2017, it was reported by The Borgen Project that literacy rates within Nigeria were at a low. 69.2% were boys above the age of 15 and 49.7 were girls. In a bid to support children with literacy and numeracy skills, U.S non-profit FHI 360, has implemented a Reading and Numeracy Activity. (RANA) The organisation works alongside Nigeria’s Ministry of Education, to be able to expand the programme nationally. As a result, so far more than 48,500 teachers have been given training and approximately 1.4 million students have had quality literacy instruction in formal and informal classroom settings. (The Borgen Project, 2017).
Article 2 of the convention is non-discrimination, however Unicef also reports around 60% of those children who are out of school are girls. It is believed the reason for this is down to low perceptions on the value of a girl’s education and early marriages. However, in some northern states there are laws where girls are required to attend school and are not allowed to be withdrawn from the education system. Although girl’s attendance in primary education has increased, girls from poorer backgrounds has not (UNICEF, 2018).  In a report by ActionAid, they believed that educating girls enabled them to transform their lives with positive outcomes later in life. Evidence shows women who have been educated reduces child marriages, gives them a better opportunity to get a job and earn a wage and enables them to become leaders at community and government levels (Action Aid, 2018). Action Aid is an organisation committed to helping and supporting children to access the education system. Action Aid works with 27 countries to ensure all children are receiving an education they are entitled to as stated in the UNCRC.  
[bookmark: _Hlk6862527]There are many other reasons why the percentage of girls not attending school is high in Nigeria. In 2017, Borgen Magazine highlighted poverty being a barrier to providing girls with an education in Nigeria. They reported that poverty can force many girls out of the education system. With around 70% of the people living in poverty, it can be known for families to force their girls to work, resulting in them not being able to attend school. In extreme cases deprivation is severe many families are not able to afford such things like uniforms etc. This can have a detrimental effect to these children later in life (Borgen Magazine, 2017). According to famous Theorist Maslow, he believed children’s basic needs must be met for them to progress to the next level of the hierarchy. Maslow created a hierarchy of needs which can be recognised as a pyramid that aims to describe human behaviour and motivation. For many of these children, their basic needs have not been met for various reasons, so are unable to move to the next stage. (Maslow, A. H. 1943). 
In North Eastern Nigeria, conflict has had an impact on the number of children not accessing school. This is because many teachers have either been killed, schools have been destroyed or closed for security reasons. Unicef reports that around 496 classrooms have been destroyed and around 1,392 have been damaged. As a result, Unicef have introduced the ‘Education Programme’ aimed at supporting the government to achieve Sustainable Development Grant (SDG) 4 by 2030. This will involve improving planning and address some of the barriers that hinder the implementation of an effective education strategy. The programme is aimed at children who are unlikely to attend the education system and giving them the opportunity to gain the skills and knowledge they need to ensure they reach to their full potential. This is through accessing a good quality education in a safe learning environment (Unicef, 2019). 
In addition to this, The German Government who has been a long-standing partner with Unicef, announced in 2019 that they will contribute 15 million euros to Unicef Nigeria to the Education Programme. This will enable Unicef to provide 1,060,000 children in conflicted areas to a good quality education. A further 8,200 teachers with increased capacity to deliver quality learning and support will be given to 500 school-based management committees to plan and maintain schools with increased community participation. (Unicef, 2019)
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, in 2000, Nigeria became one of 189 countries to endorse the United Nations Millennium Declaration, that led to the Millennium Development Goals. The Millennium Development was made up of eight goals, which included eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, achieve universal primary education and promote gender equality and empower women. Quality Education is crucial for improving the economic growth of all nations. Within the Development Goals, Goal 4 is focused on ensuring that inclusive and equitable education and ensuring lifelong learning opportunities for everyone.  The Millennium Development Goals were introduced in 2000 and ended in 2015 as they have since been replaced with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals. The Millennium Development Goals consisted of seventeen goals including to reduce the rates of poverty and providing Universal Primary Education. All these goals were to be achieved by 2015 (United Nations, 2015) In a review into the end of the Millennium Development Goals, it found that although significant progress had been made in Nigeria, improvement had been made in universal primary education, including gender parity in education being achieved. In relation to gender parity within basic education, the report found that Nigeria has had a steady increase in boy and girl ratios, seeing an end-point status of 94% in 2013. This has significantly increased as in 1991 it was reported that the end-point status was 82% (H.E President Muhammadu Buhari, 2015).  Unfortunately, Nigeria were unable to meet some of the targets due to challenges within the areas of poverty, insecurity, social inequality and the absence of inclusive growth and youth employment.  For this reason, Nigeria will continue to try and achieve these goals in the new Sustainable Development Goals that have been introduced with them hopefully being achieved by 2030 (H.E President Muhammadu Buhari, 2015). In the report from UNESCO, it suggested that countries should allocate around 20% of their budget for education. However, evidence has shown that Nigeria merely allocated 7.04% of their budget in 2018 to their education system. If Nigeria is aiming to achieve the SDG goal 4 by 2030 then the government needs to think about prioritizing more of their budget to ensure better quality education that will result in better education outcomes for the country (All Africa, 2018). 
Nigeria’s Government must ensure they initiate and implement better polices in the education system if they are to improve the quality of learning for their children as this will improve sustainable national development. Over many years, strategic plans and intervention programmes at national and global levels have been developed to ensure universal basic education for all children in Nigeria. This has included work from Unicef and Action Aid. It is hoped that with many organisations working together, children in Nigeria will be supported in ensuring they get an education that they are freely entitled to like many other children from around the world which will in turn ensure they achieve to their full potential. 
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