 ECIE6004- Global Perspectives in Education
Throughout this essay, the writer will research the country of Sudan and its background, particularly the education status. One will discuss the global perspectives within this country relating to education and what the barriers are that affect accessing a good quality education for children and young people. The writer will refer to national, regional and international policies that support or combat the issues highlighted. Global has two definitions, the first is relating to worldwide and the second is relating to a whole group of things or something as a whole. Sudan is a country located in north-east Africa; the capital of Sudan is Khartoum. (The World Bank, 2020) The population numbers recorded in 2020 is approximately 42,849,269. Sudan became an independent country in 1956, the country has had a number of changes within government since it became independent. BBC (2018) explains that “South Sudan gained independence from Sudan on 9 July 2011 as the outcome of a 2005 agreement that ended Africa’s longest-running civil war.” Sudan and South Sudan were recognised as one nation until South Sudan gained their independence, South Sudan is one of the world’s youngest countries. The writer will be highlighting information on Sudan before and after this separation of countries. South Sudan has a smaller population of 7.5-10 million compared to Sudan’s population of nearly 43 million. (Collins, R., 2022) Sudan have a poor-quality education provision with a low number of children accessing education and attending school. There are a high number of children who don’t have the opportunity to access education, one reason for this is children in employment. The United Nations Convention on the Right of the Child (UNCRC) has 54 articles that explain the children’s right, article 28 highlights the importance of education and the rights the children have to access education. UNICEF states “for the 2018-2021 country programme, UNICEF’s support to education in Sudan will focus on ensuring that by 2021, more children have access to early stimulation and quality basic education and learning in inclusive and safe school environments.” (UNICEF) this statement suggests that UNICEF are going to work with and support Sudan in providing a safe and good quality education setting for children of Sudan to be able to access. 

BBC highlight a timeline of main events that happened in Sudan from 1956-2018. BBC (2018) states that in 1956 Sudan became an independent country, the southern states were unhappy with this decision due to their lack of autonomy. This decision turns into disagreements between the southern states and Sudan, these disagreement turns into fighting which lasted until 1972 due to the South agreed to self-government. In 1983, fighting began to erupt again due to the Sudanese government cancels the self-government arrangements they promised. During 2011 South Sudan gained their independence to become an independent country after over 20 years of guerrilla warfare. In 2012, there were disagreements with Sudan regarding the oil-rich region which resulted in fighting, this was known as the Heglig Crisis. One year later in 2013, a civil war happened due to the president Salva Kiir sacking the cabinet and accused the Vice-President Riek Machar. There were more than 2.2 million people who were relocated due to the fighting and the thousands of lives at risk at the time of this crisis. During 2018, there was a power sharing agreement which ended the civil war. 
Sudan is located in the Middle East and North African region where they have the largest number of children who are out of school and don’t access education. An estimate of over three million children in Sudan, do not access any form of education, these children are aged 5-13 years. UNICEF states “Seventy Six percent of primary age children attend school; in secondary that figure dips to 28 percent.” (UNICEF) Sudan have a poor understanding and lack of knowledge about the importance of education for children. Poor families avoid sending their children to school to avoid payment fees, even though the government policy provide it for free. The schools in Sudan have a low standard of teaching and education for the very few children and young people who attend. UNICEF highlights “The Ministry of Education identified 3,682 unqualified teachers in South and East Darfur out of a total number of 7,315 employed teachers.” (UNICEF) These statistics show that there is a very low standard and poor-quality education which is being provided to children in Sudan who are able to access it. These education settings are of poor hygiene standards and are unable to provide the appropriate separate sanitation facilities between girls and boys. The teaching resources that are used, were seen as outdated, unsuitable, or just not available. Sudan has recorded progress with regards to the teaching standards and education provision, stating it has improved and progressed but is clear there is still improvements to be made.
The government in Sudan has restated its commitment which aims to achieve the Education for All (EFA) targets and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. The current report seeks to influence the knowledge that enlightens the organization for this plan by providing a diagnostic of Sudan’s education system. The World Bank (2012) suggests that “The positive impact on education following the comprehensive peace government (CPA) signed in 2005 is evidenced in the substantial increase in basic school enrolments among those previously affected by conflict.” Although this shows an increase in school attendance, there are still barriers and regional differences that prevent children attending education, children from poor households are unable to access education and also girls have a disadvantage. One of the main factors as to why children do not attend school in Sudan is based on the type of area they live in. “The strongest predictor of access to schooling is whether a child lives in an urban or rural area, with urban children being 17 percentage points more likely than rural children to access school.” (The World Bank, 2012) 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is built up of 54 articles which explain all the children’s rights. The UNCRC highlight in Article 28, the children’s rights to education. (UNICEF) Article 28 states that every child has rights to access free primary school education and that there must be secondary school education available for every child. It also states that discipline in school must remain respectful and dignified to respect the children’s rights. Article 28 also highlights that in order for all children to access education in all counties, wealthier countries must help the poorer counties to achieve the standard of education available for children to access. The UNCRC article 28 states,
“1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in particular: (a) Make primary education compulsory and available free to all; (b) Encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, including general and vocational education, make them available and accessible to every child, and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of free education and offering financial assistance in case of need; (c) Make higher education accessible to all on the basis of capacity by every appropriate means; (d) Make educational and vocational information and guidance available and accessible to all children; (e) Take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduction of drop-out rates. 2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that school discipline is administered in a manner consistent with the child’s human dignity and in conformity with the present Convention. 3. States Parties shall promote and encourage international cooperation in matters relating to education, in particular with a view to contributing to the elimination of ignorance and illiteracy throughout the world and facilitating access to scientific and technical knowledge and modern teaching methods. In this regard, particular account shall be taken of the needs of developing countries.” (The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child)
This article shows that it is compulsory that all children have the opportunity to access free education. This is an important right for children as children are able to access various opportunities and enables them to develop skills from a holistic view. Education is a vital part of childhood and provides children a wide range of endless opportunities to learn and develop throughout childhood and into their adult lives. The World Bank (2012) states that “Primary school completion rates are low: whereas roughly 80 percent of children were enrolled in grade 1 in 2008, only about 50 percent of students completed basic education, indicating that a large number of students are dropping out of school.” This is a very high percentage for children to be dropping out of school, the reasons for this vary. “Children of poor families are less likely to enrol in and complete schooling because of the associated costs of attending school, even when it is provided free.” (H.B. Holmarsdottir, V. Nomlomo, A.I. Farag, Z. Desai., 2013., P.65) There are extra fees that are included and sometimes essential when children attend school such as purchasing school uniforms, stationary or supplies, and transportation, these school fees may be impossible for some families to provide if they are poor, this then has an affect on a child’s education although some schools are able to receive funding. 
Although all children have the right to access education, there are various barriers that affect children accessing education in Sudan, gender inequalities being one of them. Brown, T (2016) highlights that “The situation in South Sudan is unique in terms of gender inequalities and violation of girls’ rights to education. South Sudan has proportionately fewer girls going to school than any country in the world.” This statement is suggesting that due to the gender discrimination and unequal gender rights, there are more boys who are attending school and accessing education more than girls, this could be for a variety of reasons. 
(UNICEF) suggests Sudan are still facing a lot of challenges regarding child protection even though many positive changes have been made already. There are over 33 percent of children under five years old in Sudan who are not registered from birth. This has an effect on them from registering from school as they need a birth certificate to do so. UNICEF states, 
“Many children in Sudan are not living with their families, mainly due to armed conflict, displacement, and poverty. Only 82 per cent of children aged 0-17 are living in a family environment, while 3.5 per cent live with neither parent. These figures do not include children living on the streets, or those in armed groups, engaged in child labour such as gold mining, or residing in institutions.” (UNICEF) 
There are great child protection concerns about children who are born out of marriage who face abandonment and other major challenges. In Khartoum, in 2009, about 50 percent of abandoned babies don’t make it through and die before they are able to receive treatment. The survivors of abandonment are taken into care by the adoption system. 
Religious views and cultural traditions may have an affect on a child’s health and well-being as well as them accessing education. BBC (2018) highlights “South Sudan is one of the most diverse countries in Africa. It is home to over 60 different major ethnic groups, and the majority of its people follow traditional religions.” There are a number of harmful cultural traditions that cause affect or risks to children whether that is physical or psychological health and well-being. In Sudan, 87 percent of women between the ages of 15-49 years old have or may experience Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting (FGM/C), and a 31 percent of girls between the ages of 0-14. “Marriage before 18 years old occurred among 38 per cent of women aged 20 to 49, while 12 per cent were married before age 15.” (UNICEF) Although these are religious or cultural traditions, this is still a cause for concern on the female’s well-being and welfare, this is a child protection issue. There are also pressures from cultural views that prevent girls from attending or staying in education due to the views towards the role of the woman. UNICEF highlight that in Sudan, The Child Protection programme aims to focus on promoting human rights and ensuring equality throughout, the programme ensures these based on commitment, inclusive arrangements and involvement of participants including the children and intersectoral methods to build upon families and strengthen resilience of communities. 
Child labour could be another factor that affects children’s right to their education. (The World Bank, 2020) A high number of children who live in Sudan are children in employment, in 2014 there were around 30 percent of children in employment, the majority of these being boys. Sudan have a particularly high number of children in employment compared to other countries, where Sudan have nearly 35 percent of boys in employment, Brazil have less than 5 percent. UNICEF state that “One quarter of children in Sudan are engaged in child labour, with higher rates for boys, poorer, rural children and unaccompanied and separated children. These are wide disparities between states (49.9 per cent for East Darfur and 11.2 per cent for River Nile). Child labour is linked to poverty, insufficient social protection and services and school non-attendance.” (UNICEF) These figures show that children who are living in poverty, rural areas or who are abandoned are more likely to be used for child labour. 
Malnutrition also plays a part in affecting a child’s education. Children need to have their basic needs met to be able to function properly. Abraham Maslow is the founder of the theory of human motivation and the hierarchy of needs pyramid. Maslow explains that in order for children’s needs to be met higher up in the hierarchy, the basic needs should be met in order for this. Children’s needs may be affected in low income countries like Sudan as the families and country may not be able to provide the basic needs or any needs higher up in the hierarchy. Maslow, A, H, General Press, (2019) suggests that “If all the needs are unsatisfied, and the organism is then dominated by the psychological needs, all other needs may become simply non-existent or be pushed into the background.” This statement explains that it is important to have the basic needs met to be able to progress and further the meeting of the needs higher up. 
Since the early 1980’s, human trafficking in Sudan has been a huge issue and since then, Sudan has become known for the human trafficking hub. “From child trafficking and trading to woman’s sexual slavery, it has become increasingly difficult to combat the issue.” (The Borgen Project, 2021) UNICEF have explained that they are going to support and work with Sudan to provide a safe and good quality basic education provision for children of Sudan to be able to access. UNICEF state that child protection will also work with the education programme to provide a safe and secure environment and to avoid cases of abuse, violence, exploitation and neglect happening within this education programme. 
To Conclude, the writer found that there were a series of event that has happened within Sudan which has caused conflict and South Sudan has gained their independence. One discovered that Sudan is a low-income country and the numbers of children who attend school in Sudan is very low, there are over 3 million children who don’t access any form of education. Although the number of children who access school provision is extremely low, the teaching standards in Sudan are very low, with having over 3,000 unqualified teachers, this would make it a poor and low standard education setting. In Sudan, the government aims to achieve the Education for All (EFA) targets and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015, this will support and provide for the education system. There has been an increase in school enrolments since this plan came into place in 2005. Although there has been an increase, there are still many barriers to learning that a lot of children in Sudan face. Children who come from rural areas are less likely to access education, one of the reasons for this is down to the costs and fees even though the school provision itself is free. Article 28 in the UNCRC highlights that children have the right to education. Although all children have this right, there are many barriers that prevent this. Gender inequality is one of the factors that have an impact on children, particularly girls, accessing school. The writer discovered that there are less girls than boys that are able to access school, this is due to the gender inequality. Sudan are facing many problems with regards to child protection, although there has been some improvements, there is still work to be done. There are a number of children who have been abandoned or do not live with their parents, this could be due to poverty issues, child labour or armed conflict. Another barrier to learning in Sudan could be down to the religious and cultural traditions that may prevent children from accessing their human rights and education which then has an impact on their mental health and well-being. The Child Protection Programme are focussing on ensuring these children get their human rights. Child labour in Sudan is an issue that affects children, particularly boys. Sudan have 35 percent of boys in employment compared to Brazil who have 5 percent. This issue arises with boys who come from a poor family or rural area, and often abandoned children. Malnutrition has an affect on a child’s health and well-being and therefore has an affect on accessing education. Maslow explains in his theory of human motivation that the basic needs like food, water and shelter need to be met in order for the meets higher up in the hierarchy to be met. Poor families from rural areas will find meeting these needs particularly difficult. Lastly, one discovered that Sudan is known as the human trafficking hub and has a very high number of cases of human trafficking. Child protection aim to combat these issues and work with the education provision to prevent these issues. 


















Reference list:
BBC. 2018. South Sudan Country Profile. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14069082 (Accessed on 5th March 2022)
Brown, T. 2016. South Sudan education emergency. Available at: http://africainequalities.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/South-Sudan-education.pdf (Accessed on 2nd March 2022) (P. 20)
Collins, R. 2022. Sudan. Available at: https://www.britannica.com/place/Sudan (Accessed on 3rd March 2022)
Data Commons. (2020) Sudan. Available at: https://datacommons.org/place/country/SDN (Accessed on 5th March 2022)
Holmarsdottir, H.B., Nomlomo, V., Farag, A.I. and Desai, Z. eds., 2013. Gendered voices: Reflections on gender and education in South Africa and Sudan (Vol. 23). Springer Science & Business Media. (P. 65)
Maslow, A.H., 2019. A theory of human motivation. General Press.
The Borgen Project. 2021. Addressing Human Trafficking in Sudan. Available at: https://borgenproject.org/human-trafficking-in-sudan/ (Accessed on 6th March 2022)
UNICEF. (no date) Child Protection. Available at: https://www.unicef.org/sudan/child-protection (Accessed on 6th March 2022)
UNICEF. (no date) Education. Available at: https://www.unicef.org/sudan/education (Accessed on 3rd March 2022)
UNICEF. (no date) How we protect children’s rights. Available at: https://downloads.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/UNCRC_united_nations_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child.pdf (Accessed on 4th March 2022) 
World Bank, 2012. The status of the education sector in Sudan. The World Bank.

