Exercise on Early Textual History and Performance

Doctor Faustus, by Christopher Marlow.
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The above title page represents the earliest edition of the play I could find on the Early English Books Online website. It appears to have been printed by George Eld (G.E) whose place of business was at The Printer’s Press in Fleet Street.[footnoteRef:2] George Eld used device 320β, a gillyflower, until 1608.[footnoteRef:3] I could not find what, if any, device he used subsequently. The book was printed for the bookseller John Wright in 1609, whose premises was at Christ-Church Gate according to the title page. This information does not however match with bibliographical and biographical information I have discovered for that bookseller. John Wright is listed in A Bibliography of the English Printed Drama, as trading from The Bible in Giltspur Street, without Newgate in 1618.[footnoteRef:4] It could perhaps be hypothesised that Wright either moved or expanded his business to several locations. However, I am not entirely sure how this information from W.W. Greg gels with the biographical information published by Henry Plomer, which lists John Wright senior as trading from The King’s Head in The Old Bailey, from 1605 – 1658,[footnoteRef:5] with no other business locations listed under his name. According to this reference Wright had a son, John Wright junior, who also became a bookseller and took over his father’s business in The Old Bailey upon the senior’s death in 1658. I noted also that the edition I found appears to be different to the 1609 publication cited by Greg and included in the supplied source material. The noted difference is the way the author’s name appears on the title page; ‘CH. Marlow’ in the edition I have cited, and ‘CH. Marl.’[footnoteRef:6] in the edition cited by Greg. It also appears that there was an earlier edition cited by Greg, as the 1609 entry listed in his book begins with a ‘(b)’ and subsequent editions with ‘(c)’, ‘(d)’ &c. A scan of the page prior to the one from which my citation is taken has not been provided as a resource for this assignment however, so it is difficult for me to cite any further information from that source on what might be the ‘(a)’ entry. From the small amount of information that is available to me, I can see that the printer of the (a) version was Valentine Simmes, who printed the book for Thomas Bushel, but information regarding the year of printing or publication is not present in this particular section of the source material. [2:  W. Greg, A Bibliography of the English Printed Drama to The Restoration, Volume III (London: 1939-59), p.1509]  [3:  Greg p.1509]  [4:  Greg, p. 1559]  [5:  Henry R. Plomer, A Dictionary of the Booksellers and Printers Who Were At Work in England, Scotland and Ireland From 1641 to 1667 (London: 1907), p. 197]  [6:  Greg, p. 328] 


When I cross referenced with the Stationers’ Register, it became clear that earlier editions of the play had indeed been printed, as the entry therein is from 7th January 1600[footnoteRef:7], under the name of Thomas Busshell [sic]. As the subsequent entry on the page is dated 11th January 1601, with a specific mention of the year, I have deduced that the entry regarding Busshell] is from the previous year. It would be reasonable to assume that this is the same person as the Thomas Bushel who had his premises at the North Door of Saint Paul’s from 1599 to 1617, and is included in A Bibliography of the English Printed Drama as having had the play printed in 1604 by Valentine Simmes of The White Swan on Adling Hill.[footnoteRef:8] This printer used device 142, a boy with wings on one arm and the other holding a weight[footnoteRef:9]. It is not clear from my research whether these earlier editions were the A or B text of the play, or if the same printer was used for the 1600 edition of the book noted in the Stationers’ Register. It might be reasonable for me to assume that this 1604 printing is the one listed as the (a) edition in the book by Greg, but as this information would under normal circumstances be easily available to me, and would indeed have been gathered if I were using manual research methods, it feels like an odd kind of speculation. [7:  E. Arber, A Transcript of the Register of The Company of Stationers Of London: 1554-1640 A.D (Gloucester, Mass: Peter Smith, 1967) p. 67b]  [8:  Greg, p. 328]  [9:  Greg, p. 1583] 


Further editions of the book are included by Greg as having been periodically reprinted up to 1663, with textual alterations and additions. There are in fact, nine reprints listed by Greg under the subheadings (b) to (j) inclusive.[footnoteRef:10] Edition (b), (1611) has the additions of a prologue, epilogue and subscription, (d), (1616) is the first edition which appears to be intended for sale at The Bible, without Newgate, and has the directions of the prologue and epilogue being by the chorus. It is also noted by Greg that this edition was the earliest to contain the second version, presumably referring the B text of the play. Edition (e) is the first to include the words, ‘With New Additions’ in the title, but it is noted that there are no new textual additions in the book. In fact, (e) to (i) inclusive contain no further significant textual alterations, while (j), (1663)  is noted as containing the third version of the play, and was published under the title, The Tragicall History of the Life and Death of Doctor Faustus, Printed with New Additions As It Is Now Acted. With Several New Scenes Together with the Actors Names. Greg notes that the title is not accurate in its description of the alterations. He then goes on to describe the alterations in detail, including which scenes had been substituted for others and the places where, and the number of lines that had been added. [10:  Greg, pp. 328 - 331] 


Regarding live performances of the play, the first documented performances were by a theatre company named The Admiral’s Men.[footnoteRef:11] They were first patronised by Charles Howard, second Baron of Effingham, and first acted at court between 1576 and 1579 under the name Lord Howard’s Men, the name of the company being changed after their patron’s appointment as Lord High Admiral in 1585.[footnoteRef:12] They eventually found a home at The Rose Theatre under the management of Philip Henslowe, one of the most well known and successful theatre managers of the time. There is documentary evidence that this company performed the play for the first time at The Rose Theatre on 30th September 1594, and it is interesting to note that Henslowe did not record it as being a new play at the time,[footnoteRef:13] which has naturally led to speculation about performances at other venues prior to this date. The Admiral’s Men are recorded as having performed the play twenty four times at The Rose between 1594 and 1597. When The Globe theatre opened in 1598/9, The Rose began losing to the new venue and Henslowe, along with his business partner Edward Alleyn, who was formerly the lead actor in the company but had retired from performing in 1597, built a new theatre north of the city, which opened in 1600.[footnoteRef:14] There was a revival of the play at the theatre in 1602 at the new venue after Henslowe commissioned playwrights Samuel Rowley and William Bird to make some comedic additions to the play. They were reportedly paid the sum of four pounds for their work[footnoteRef:15].  [11:  Critical Esssays, Stage Performance, <https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/d/doctor-faustus/critical-essays/stage-performance> [accessed, 24/01/2021)]  [12:  The Admiral’s Men, <http://www.luminarium.org/encyclopedia/admiralsmen.htm>, para. 1  [accessed 24/01/2021]]  [13:  Critical essays, para. 1]  [14:  The Admiral’s Men, para. 2]  [15:  Sidney Lee, Rowley, Samuel, in Dictionary or National Biography, 1885 – 1900, V. 49, <https://en.m.wikisource.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_National_Biography,_1885-1900/Rowley,_Samuel>, [accessed 27/01/2021]] 
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