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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


The Code of Professional Practice for social care section 3 and 4 is an overarching authority that requires registered professionals to promote the well-being of children whilst “supporting them to stay safe” and ensuring behaviour does not harm children and others, (socialcare.wales, 2017).  In Wales social workers are governed by Social Care Wales compared to Social Care England in England, (Safeguarding.wales, 2021).

In order of hierarchy, at a national level The Children Act 1989 and 2004 are legislative frameworks that protect children and young people. The 2004 Act different differs from the 1989 Act as it places a responsibility on all professionals to report incidents relating to the safeguarding of children living in England and Wales, (online-learning-college.com, 2022). The update in legislation places responsibility on parents to protect their child’s rights from birth unless it is legal prevented by a court, (legislation.gov.uk, 1989), (uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com, 2023). Guidance and direction to increase a child’s capacity is the responsibility of its parents according to section 5 of the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of a Child (UNCRC), (Unicef.org.uk, 2019). 

The UNCRC is an International legal agreement that protects the rights and entitlements of children. These rights have been formulated and are implemented by governments that work alongside children. Article 19 provides the right to be protected from “violence, abuse, neglect and bad treatment” by their care giver. A professional therefore must consider the child’s wishes and feelings before proceeding with intervention especially if a child is placed away from their parents because they have the right to express their thoughts to ensuring they receive the best care and support, (Unicef.org.uk, 2019).

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 is the legal framework defining well-being, care, and support of children throughout Wales. Section 7 of the Act protects the rights of children and young people, (socialcare.wales, 2017). The Wales Safeguarding Procedures detail the principles which places responsibility on all professionals to protect children and young people, (safeguarding.wales, 2021). Intervention and assessment must be person centred. The procedure outlines and describes the roles and responsibilities for professionals once a safeguarding report is received, (law.gov.wales, 2021).

The Senedd Cymru devolve matters related to the protection and well-being of children and young people to local authorities, (law.gov.wales, 2021). At a local level the local authority prioritises the importance of protecting and safeguarding children at risk by utilising its corporate safeguarding policy across Mid and West Wales council services. It’s safeguarding board CYSUR Child and Youth Safeguarding meets regularly to discuss and implement a plan to protect and prevent children from harm, (X.gov.wales, 2023:p6). 

Anyone who has a safeguarding concern can report to the information advice and assistance service (IAA) at the local authority. The social services department have a duty under section 126 of SSWB(W)A 2014 to complete enquiries if the child is suspected to be at risk of abuse, neglect, and harm. It works alongside a multi-disciplinary team and its health board has a statutory duty to inform and share information, (X.gov.wales, 2023:p6), (socialcare.wales, 2017). Enquiries are completed within 7 days following a safeguarding report being received, (safeguarding.wales, 2021). Word Count 516






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


This essay considers the key differences between adults and children at risk that require safeguarding intervention, (law.gov.wales, 2021).

An adult at risk is defined under section 126 of the SSWB(W)A 2014 as an individual 18 years and over who is at risk and unable to protect themselves from abuse and neglect. Article 3 of the Human Rights Act 1998 further protects an adult from “degrading treatment or punishment”, (Commission, 2021), (socialcare.wales, 2017). Conversely, a child at risk is defined under section 130 of SSWB(W)A 2014 as someone under the age of 18 years who is experiencing neglect, harm, or abuse, (socialcare.wales, 2023). In comparison, the Mental Capacity Act 2005 defines an adult as 16 years old, (legislation.gov.uk, 2005). Article 19 of the United Nations Conventional Rights of the Child further ensures children are “protected from abuse”, (Unicef.org.uk, 2019).

An adult at risk must be consulted if a safeguarding allegation is made, and consent to whether they receive support under the Mental Capacity Act 2005. This sets out arrangements for adults 16 and above who lack mental capacity, (anncrafttrust, 2020), (legislation.gov.uk, 2005). For children under the age of 16, Gillick Competence and the Fraser Guidelines are relevant in that young people who are deemed competent to make decisions without their parents’ consent must show an understanding and knowledge of a specific decision which needs to be made, (mental-capacity.co.uk, 2022). 

An adult has the right to a private life under Article 8 of Human Rights Act 1998 and can decline intervention if they believe it to be intrusive, (plymouth.gov.uk, N.D.). Under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989, if a child is reported to be at risk the allegation is investigated by relevant professionals. Local authorities then have a duty to make enquiries as to whether any safeguarding action is necessary to protect and promote a child’s welfare, (legislation.gov.uk, 1989).
During the safeguarding process it is important that decisions that affect the lives of an adult or child can be expressed to an independent person. Advocacy is available to adults in need of support under section 10 of the SSWB(W)A 2014, (socialcare.wales, 2017). Support is provided with communication, understanding and retention. The Mid and West Wales region provides advocacy support and has a safeguarding board for children called CYSUR, Child and Youth Safeguarding unifying the region and supports children and young people who find it hard to speak and engage with professionals. The board meets monthly and has a responsibility to protect and prevent children from abuse, neglect, and other kinds of harm, (X.gov.wales, 2023). Word Count 423.
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