Database Exercise: Using the Salve Voyage database, research the voyages of ONE of the following slave ships: Fabiana

Introduction
In 1807, the Abolition of the Slave Trade act intended to end the purchasing of African slaves, who were transferred to the Americas and Europe.[footnoteRef:1] The Royal Navy annexed Sierra Leone with the establishment of Vice Admiral Court to ensure jurisdiction over maritime activities to stop illegal slave trading across the Atlantic.[footnoteRef:2] Among many methods of prevention, The Navy seized slave vessels and escorted captains and crew to Freetown for trial of illegal dealing as part of their effort to enforce the laws of the treaty. However, in 1817, though Great Britain awarded money to Spain as part of the agreement to sign the treaty, this money was not invested in Havana’s court commissioning systems, which would have aided the legalities surrounding anti- slavery.  [1:  Henry B. Lovejoy, The Register of Liberated Africans of the Havana Slave Trade Commission: Implementation and Policy, 1824- 1841, Slavery & Abolition, 37:1, (Routledge, 2016), pp. 23- 44]  [2:  Ibid., pp. 23-25] 

Cuba was heavily invested in the slave trading industry because of its exportation of sugar and coffee, and along with the absence of funding, Havanan officials and wealthy loyalists were not in favour of the treaty and its restrictions.[footnoteRef:3] Consequently, because of this booming industry, the rise in demand for illegal trade in the Americas was significant.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  Ibid., pp. 24- 28]  [4:  Ryan Espersen, Fifty Shades of Trade: Privateering, Piracy, and Illegal Slave Trading in St. Thomas, Early 19th century., NWIG: New West Indian Guide, 93, (JSTOR, 2019), pp. 41- 68] 

Among the traders were Spanish officials, who held high- ranking military positions whilst also owning their own plantations and slaves.[footnoteRef:5] In order to deceive European Navies, traders would acquire illegal slave ships at auction from Havana, then obtain Spanish ship’s papers with a skeleton crew and Spanish captain, often collected from the Caribbean, before embarking to West Africa disguised as regular merchants. When finally reaching West African ports, slaves would be quickly loaded on board, keeping time spend along the coast to a minimum to reduce the risk of being caught. [footnoteRef:6] Therefore, these efforts of deception were a deliberate attempt to provide superficial legitimacy to their enterprise, with limited documentation being part of the plan.  [5:  Ibid., p. 26]  [6:  Ryan Espersen, Fifty shades of Trade, pp. 48- 49] 

The Slave Voyages database provides records of several slave ships from this period with quantitative detail of voyages providing insight into the transatlantic slave trade. To provide context and evidence to the above history, the Fabiana slave ship will be the focus of discussion. 
To determine how the Fabiana fits into the wider context of the transatlantic slave trade, a discussion surrounding voyage details, the enslavers, and the slaves themselves will be presented, whilst a reflection on how the database’s limitations may influence our understanding of the slave trade will also be considered. 

Fabiana
The Slave Voyage database shows the nine voyages of the Fabiana from Havana. Within these records, a total of 1832 are recognised to have been captured with 140 dying onboard the ship. 

1816:
During 1816, there are four recorded voyages on the Fabiana to the coast of Africa. A selection of details are presented as follows:[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Slave Voyages Database, Fabiana, https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/all-voyages#voyages [Accessed: 28th November 2025] ] 

1. 
Ship name: Fabiana
Flag of Vessel: Spain/ Uruguay 
Enslaver: Francisco Bingol (Captain)
Principle Place of Purchased Captives: Africa, port unspecified 
Principle Place of Landing: Havana
Outcome of Voyage: Slaves sold in Americas, fate unknown
Percentage of Males: 45.1%
Percentage of Females: 22%

2. 
Enslavers: Bernardo Bignol (Captain), Martin Hernandez (Investor)
Percentage of Males: 63.9%
Percentage of Women: 19.3%

3. 
Ship name: Nueva Fabiana
 Enslaver: Gaspar Hernandez (Investor), Mena (Captain), Perez Andres (Captain
Percentage of Males: 69.8%
Percentage of Women: 29.3%

4. 
Enslaver: Bernardo Bingol (Captain)
Percentage of Males: 65.0%
Percentage of Children: 38.9%
The database recognises the ship’s name change as well as the range of captains with no further personal information, which provides context to the historical understanding surrounding the transatlantic slave trade to and from Havana.
For example, Bernardo Bignol[footnoteRef:8] was aboard three transatlantic voyages and ships between 1815 and 1816, but no date or place of birth can be found on the database. Along with the absence of significant details such as crew members and African ports, perhaps Bignol is an example of a hired captain used to appear as a legitimate merchant ship with the Fabiana perhaps being an example of an auctioned vessel. What is also noteworthy is the number of male slaves compared to female.  [8:  Slave Voyages Database, Bignol, https://www.slavevoyages.org/past/enslaver/trans-atlantic-trades#people [Accessed 2nd December 2025]] 

Male slaves were often preferred to women, but only in conjunction to the purpose of purchase.[footnoteRef:9] In some instances, the ratio of men and women was reasonably balanced with women sometimes being preferred for the rice and tobacco fields or as domestic servants.[footnoteRef:10] Therefore, the high purchase of males reflects a significant need for male labour among the enslavers. Perhaps the sugar and coffee industry required harder labour more suited to men. However, because of the absence of qualitative and limited quantitative data surrounding the slaves, it is difficult to determine precise narratives. Additionally, providing accurate gender- related data has similar challenges. [9:  B. Bush, Daughters of injur’d Africk: African women and the transatlantic slave trade. Women’s History Review, 17:5, (2008), pp. 676- 677, https://doi.org/10.1080/09612020802316157 [Accessed: 11th December, 2025] ]  [10:  J.L. Morgan, Reckoning with slavery: gender, kinship, and capitalism in the early Black Atlantic, (Duke University Press, 2021), pp. 31-44] 

The recording of such numbers was rare.[footnoteRef:11] Out of all voyages, only 3,426 recorded sex- based ratios. Also, semantics may not truly represent accurate percentages. For example, some records referring to ‘cargo’ would not always refer to male slaves[footnoteRef:12] and therefore, the percentages provided by primary sources may vary on the true number of enslaved people.  [11:  Ibid., p.31]  [12:  Ibid., pp. 43- 45] 




1817:
The Slave Voyages database records two voyages on the Fabiana during 1817. Selected details are as follows:[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Slave Voyages, Fabiana, https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/all-voyages#voyages [Accessed: 28th November 2025] ] 

1. 
Enslaver: Antonio Yellachi (Captain), Joaquin Zorrilla (Captain)
Percentage of Males: 50.6%
Percentage of Girls: 30.9%


2. 
Enslavers: Francisco Bignol (Captain), Manuel Ruiz (Captain)
Percentage of Males: 61.9%
Percentage of Girls: 22.6%

Similar patterns of data emerge in 1817 such as multiple enslavers, limited details of the vessel and journey, and the unknown fate of the enslaved. The absence of these details may reinforce the idea that the Fabiana was indeed an illegal slave ship successfully disguised as a legitimate merchant ship from Havana. What is noticeably different during this year is the number of girls who were purchased. 
With the absence of fate information, determining the precise outcome of the girls is challenging. Very few autobiographical accounts of African enslaved women and girls exist[footnoteRef:14] and therefore, accompanied with the absence of destination details or names, it is difficult to convey accurate narratives of the girls who boarded the Fabiana. However, these numbers still allude to a shift in purpose of purchase.  [14:  R.M. Browne, J. W. Sweet, Florence Hall’s Memoirs: Finding African Women in Transatlantic Slave Trade, Slavery & Abolition, (Routledge, 2016), pp. 206- 207] 

Throughout the history of capturing African salves, women and girls were especially vulnerable to sex exploitation, both directly and indirectly as a result of why they were purchased.[footnoteRef:15] For instance, women began to replace men in roles as servants leaving them vulnerable to exploitation with enslavers regarding them as readily available sexual outlets.[footnoteRef:16] Lower- status African women directly served sexual and other domestic needs of white male residents, whereas a minority of women seen as elite became wives of European traders.[footnoteRef:17] However, in the case of these specific girls, this is indeed speculative and therefore, returns to the difficulties of accurately representing individual stories in the absence of further data or information.  [15:  J.L. Morgan, Recokoning with slavery, pp. 31- 45]  [16:   Ibid., pp. 102- 103]  [17:  B. Bush, Daugthers of injur’d Africk, pp. 676- 678] 


1819:
In 1819, the Fabiana embarked on two voyages to Africa. Selected details are as follows:[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Slave Voyages, Fabiana, https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/all-voyages#voyages [Accessed: 28th November 2025] ] 

1. 
Enslaver: Juan Garcia (Captain)
Crew: 24
Principle Place of Purchased Captives: Trade Town 
Principle Place of Landing: Freetown 
Outcome of Voyage: Slaves disembarked in Old World, ship captured by British
Total Number of Slaves Embarked: 13
Total Number of Slaves Disembarked: 13
Slave Names: All names included


2. 
Enslaver: Gaspar Hernandez (Investor), Antonio Yellechi (Captain)
Principle Place of Purchased Captives: Southeast Africa, Indian Ocean Islands, port unspecified 
First Principle Place of Landing: Puerto Rico, port unspecified 
Outcome of Voyage: Slaves sold in Americas, fate unknown

The records of the first 1819 voyage provide more detailed information of the Fabiana’s journey and its captives because the Fabiana was seized by the British Navy and taken to court. The database records also show that the captain of the ship was condemned at the Court of Mixed Commissions in Sierra Leone. On this voyage, the number of captured slaves was significantly lower than on other journeys. One possible theory could be that the Fabiana regularly journeyed to multiple ports in Africa. Loading lower numbers of people on board, spread across many docking bays, may have been a strategy used to reduce the chance of detection. But in this instance, perhaps the Fabiana was intercepted at Freetown, preventing the collection of more slaves. 
The court’s details of the enslaved names and fate would be invaluable for those wishing to research the history of the individuals. For example, Pao was 22 year old enslaved man who settled in Sierra Leone after the condemning, as did many from this voyage. All twelve enslaved men were of a similar age, which was common for the time.[footnoteRef:19] Fifteen year old Fugra was the only female on board. Her age and the absence of older women may suggest that, had the Fabiana’s voyage not been sabotaged, perhaps her fate would also have followed a common pattern for enslaved girls during this time.[footnoteRef:20] Since the ship was seized, it brings attention to how it was possible for the Fabiana to have a second voyage in the same year. [19:  B. Bush, Daughters of injur’d Africk, p. 676]  [20:  Ibid., p. 677] 

The records show that Antonio Yellenci was the captain of two journeys: one in 1817 and the other in1819. In both instances, the Fabiana’s vessel type is recorded as being a Goleta; whereas, for all other journeys, the Fabiana is said to have been a Schooner. Perhaps the Fabiana was actually two different ships going by the same name, or perhaps this is a further example of rigged paperwork designed to continue trading without detection.

1823:
The Fabiana’s last recorded voyage was in 1823. Example of details are as follows:[footnoteRef:21]  [21:  Ibid, Fabiana, https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/all-voyages#voyages [Accessed: 28th November 2025] ] 

1. 
Vessel Type: Schooner
Enslaver: Juan Manuel Maria (Captain)
Principle Place of Purchased Captives: Bonny 
Principle Place of Landing: Freetown
Outcome of Voyage: Slaves disembarked in Old World, ship captured by British
Slave Names: 77 names available

The Fabiana’s final journey ends in capture. The Naval records provide seventy seven names of enslaved people whose fates vary. For instance, the database states that after the capture, Unywar, a 27 year old male, and Allego, a 20 year old female, were hospitalised[footnoteRef:22] and Ebango’s records show that he was “sent out of Sierra Leone”.[footnoteRef:23] Many freed slaves who remained in Sierra Leone became employed labourers with women often employed in the salt industry.[footnoteRef:24] However, without qualitative details of individuals and their stories, this idea remains speculative.  [22:  Ibid, Allego, https://www.slavevoyages.org/past/enslaved/african-origins#people [Accessed: 11th December 2025] ]  [23:  Ibid, Ebango, https://www.slavevoyages.org/past/enslaved/african-origins#people [Accessed 11th December 2025]]  [24:  B. Bush, Daugthers of injur’d Africk, pp. 676- 677] 


Conclusion 
Using a wide range of primary sources such as legal documents, parliamentary papers, and historical records, the Slave Voyages database provides significant quantitative data, offering insight into the mechanisms of the transatlantic slave trade between Havana and Africa. The two examples of the Abolition of the Slave Trade act being actively used to prevent slavery also provides insight into European Naval and political history. In doing so, the database helps to piece together an outline of a narrative for the Fabiana, painting it as an illegal vessel used for transporting illegally captured slaves to Havana. For the captives however, the details are sparser, which can cause the discussion to remain focused on the mechanisms of trading, leaving the victims to appear purely as numbers. 
Some names of the enslaved are available, but only among the records of the ships that were intercepted. All other individual details are unknown and/ or lost. Consequently, though the Slave Voyages database is an invaluable researching tool, the quantitative data on its own removes the humanity from the discussion. Therefore, providing qualitative research acknowledging the personal experiences of victims needs to be present alongside quantitative data in order to convey a deeper, more human understanding of the true impact of the transatlantic slave trade. 
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