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Critical Commentary – Cicero Against Verres 2.1.62-64 – 1250
Throughout this essay, I shall be discussing and giving a critical commentary on Cicero’s Against Verres; particularly the section 2.1.62 to 64 within which Cicero is critiquing Verres about the way he has acted, and how he has held himself in regards to treating other people around him, all the while comparing Verres to the “calm and peace-loving” citizens of Rome. The contrast that is made between Verres himself and the people of Rome is a central theme throughout the piece that Cicero keeps referring back to, as this dichotomy is one of the main reasons why Verres was exposed for his crimes and therefore tried as a result of them.
Cicero’s Against Verres was written in 70BC[footnoteRef:1] for a corruption trial against Verres in order to expose his extortion of the people, and which also helped to pave the way for Cicero’s career later in his life. In his speeches, Cicero outlines the crimes which Verres had committed, and how he had committed them and with whom, and whether those people mentioned had aided Verres in some way or turned a blind eye to his actions. In addition, the people that Cicero gathered in order to speak against Verres were those with nobility and talent who helped to delay and continue the trial for as long as they could, in order to get all the information needed against Verres. Cicero is seen as out-performing, out-preparing and outwitting his opponents within the trial and gained himself the title of “king of the courts” which was previously owned by Verres.[footnoteRef:2] During his time as a governor of Sicily in 73BC, Verres was alleged to have despoiled temples and used emergencies in order to cover up these crimes and let his extortion go unnoticed in the grand scheme of the Third Servile War, which was happening at the time.  [1:  https://dcc.dickinson.edu/cicero-verres/cicero-and-verres]  [2:  User, S. The Trial of Gaius Verres: An Account. https://www.famous-trials.com/gaius-verres/57-home.] 

One thing that Cicero uses against Verres is telling us, the reader, and the people who this speech was supposed to be given to, all the different things that Verres has done, and listing each one individually. Cicero crafts the image of Verres as such a degenerate man that uses his own itinerary for “his own gains [rather] than the interest of the commonwealth”. Cicero then uses this image of Verres as a selfish man in power to say that he had “criminal lusts” and frames him in the light of the people who he was putting into prisons,  those who he was sitting with and those who he was speaking with. Verres is also written as “demanding” things, something which is indicative of and could be seen as quite a childish thing to do, especially for someone with Verres’ power and standing within the Roman world. Cicero creates a picture of Verres and compares it against the picture of himself, telling everybody what has been done by Verres in great detail, with intent to get him removed from his position of power over many people.
In addition, the way in which Cicero frames Verres in his writing makes Verres seem much like a child or somebody who wants to get his way with “demand[ing]” things of others and being seen to be “untamed”. These descriptions, when compared against Verres himself, make the man seem even worse; an intentional technique in Cicero’s writing. Cicero’s Against Verres could be seen as either very reliable or not reliable at all, depending on whether the reader believes that everything written by Cicero is real and did happen, meaning that Verres was tried for all of it and found guilty. The information present within the section of speech itself is significant, as it frames Verres in such a way that it compares him to the “peace-loving” citizens of Sicily that he was abusing, and taking bribes from in order to have complete control over the region. The words that Cicero uses to describe Verres, such as “criminal” and simply calling him “this man here”, was possibly to detach the reader or the court from the man himself and get them to look just at the crimes, and wonder how somebody could ever do anything of this magnitude to such loving and kind people. Cicero mentions one man who was connected to Verres, Rubrius, and says that he was “tailor-made” for the “lusts of this man here”, either a jab at the blind leadership and trust with which Verres was filling the people who followed him, or simply calling Rubrius himself a fool for ever trusting Verres.
Throughout this piece, Cicero’s Against Verres discusses the crimes that Verres had committed whilst being a former governor of Sicily. It is a collection of speeches that were meant to be delivered to the jury or the people present within the courtroom at the time of the trial against Verres. Cicero would have been given time to prepare his speeches between trials so that he could cover all of the material given to him about the defendant, who was Verres, and discuss every crime that was committed under his watch and by him. It was possibly written with the intention of not letting the defence have any say in if something was wrongly accused against Verres, as Cicero would have done research into Verres’ past and time being a governor of Sicily. There may have been people who helped Verres unknowingly or willingly with his crimes, and therefore would also have to be brought before a court and tried under the same circumstances.
Cicero’s Against Verres is a very significant piece, as it can possibly be seen as changing the way in which modern courts look at evidence, witnesses and even the defendant as a whole. The way in which Cicero breaks down Verres’ character and crimes whilst making sure that the court knows of the magnitude of his crimes in detail was possibly very groundbreaking at the time and makes the reader see how Cicero got the fame and the praise that was awarded to him. The way in which Cicero makes sure to balance both the crimes and describing how Verres was able to get away with such things makes this segment of Against Verres a good study of Verres as a man with power and how the people wanted to keep him away “with all [their] might”. Cicero showing the wealth and property that Verres had acquired off the same people that he had been required to keep safe under his rule helped to paint him in the light of the very same criminals that he was supposed to lock up and keep away and out of society as a whole.
In conclusion, Cicero’s Against Verres has Cicero discussing and commenting on all of the ways in which Verres had extorted and abused his power as a governor of Sicily. He brings up points and then talks about them in such a way that discusses every argument and tears down the defences’ argument that they had been building. Cicero uses language such as to call Verres childish and to make him seem like his crimes were the actions of a child, and not those of a grown man who did not like that people opposed his actions and therefore unjustly punished them for going against him, even in the smallest ways possible.
