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AIM(S)
· To introduce students to an understanding of the mechanisms of persuasion employed by powerful interests, from ideological propogandists to fake news sites, conspiracy theorists and more


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· deploy critical literacy skills both in reading the work of others and in their own writing
· recognise and critique techniques of emotional manipulation used in the language of exploitative ideologies or persons  

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· This is a module that links critical thinking with a focus on engaging with the language of persuasion. Drawing on current examples we will examine 

· Conspiracy theories;
· Fake news;
· Internet grooming whether for sexual exploitation or terrorism in its many kinds;
· Scare stories;
· Scams and fraud;
· We will begin by examining the discourse of advertising and trace its conventions in the persuasive language employed by conspiracy theorists, extreme ideologies of the far right and far left, or religious extremism;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We will focus on developing logical argument and expression, paying attention to grammar, sentence and paragraph structures; 
· We will read a selection of key prose texts (fiction and journalism) focusing on its engagement with rhetoric and manipulation;
· We will critiques a series of case studies (eg selected advertising; climate change denial; Obama ‘Birther’ conspiracy; Vaccination refusal etc)
· The students will complete a number of tasks allowing them a range of options for portfolio and an extended assignment which may include constructing a conspiracy theory or writing a dystopian short story.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	40
	20%

	Independent learning
	160
	80%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio of work 
(Including proof of engagement with VLE forum discussion)

	Equivalent to 2000 words.

	50%




Assessment Component 2
(Tick one
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Extended Creative assignment
	Equivalent to 2000 words.

	50%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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