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[bookmark: _Toc60780909]1.0 Introduction

Due to the recent pandemic, the overall system of education has been impacted very negatively which was unimaginable for students, teachers and parents. Because of the pandemic, various schools, colleges, universities had to shut their daily activities to cope with the guidelines and legislations set by the Government (Youngminds., 2020). Despite shutting down the physical or face to face form of study different education institutes have run their operation through their integrated learning platform. Similarly, UWSTD also has run their operation using VLE- Virtual Learning Environment where students and teachers have successfully run and still running their daily activities. 

This research is based on VLE of UWSTD where the author of this study will carry out investigation and analysis to identify the impact of VLE on the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David. A group of 20 participants are chosen for this research where they will be distributed survey questionnaire to justify the current experience they are having by using VLE. 

[bookmark: _Toc60780910]1.1 Rationale

VLE as an integrated learning platform plays important role towards students and it is highly effective in nature due to the recent changes in education system where technology is a major player (Becki., 2019). On 25th March, 2020 UWSTD London campus shut their in campus operation and began teaching on VLE to help the students with academic support through online. As soon as situation gets better UWSTD – London Campus will open their campus but that still depends on governments announcement as the nation is going through third lockdown 

[bookmark: _Toc60780911]1.2 Aim and Objectives

The developed aim of this research is to, critically analyses and investigate the impact of VLE on the learning experiences and education journey of the students of UWSTD where the identifying the effectiveness of the learning platform will also be taken into consideration. 

With the help of this aim, author has developed three research objectives.


1. To evaluate the learning experiences and journey of UWSTD students using VLE. 
2. To gathered first hand and primary data to identify the overall impact students are having by using VLE. 
3. Suggest best practices that UWSTD should ensure via identifying the limitations students are encountering. 
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[bookmark: _Toc60780913]2.1 Definition of VLE 

When it comes to define the VLE; it is stands for Virtual Learning Platform that pays important role to connect teachers and students by sharing numerous resources and information in regard to learning activities. VLE is platform that developed by the web based system which provides safe and secure accessibility of education resources for the students (Becki., 2019). 

[bookmark: _Toc60780914]2.2 Importance of VLE

As per importance of VLE is concern, is it platform that bring people together under on roof virtually to ensure work can be done easily and collaboratively. It has great advantage and importance for the students. VLE offers more than digital record which in turn improve the communication and minimize the teacher’s workload while ensuring numerous online solution (Reese., 2015). In the era of globalization, VLE turned into mandatory application for all educational institute and during the time of pandemic it demonstrates how effective and valuable it could be (Virtual college., 2020) 

[bookmark: _Toc60780915]2.3 Benefits of VLE 

For students VLE ensure high benefit from self-paced learning to creating opportunity to learn distinctive skills without travelling to attend classes. Through VLE students get real achievement sense (Xu et al., 2019). On the other hand, VLE also benefits teacher as it helps them to set lesson for the students to complete course requirement at once, no matter how far they located (Virtual college., 2020) 









[bookmark: _Toc60780916]3.0 Research Methodology


Research methodology plays important role as it allows researcher to develop systematic design of the study to gather reliable and first-hand information (Creswell., 2009). The author of this study has chosen quantitative research methods where survey questionnaire is chosen to achieve the aim and objectives of the report. Through survey, researcher will ask various participant about the learning journey, experiences, competences, opinion and limitations they face when it comes to use VLE. To ensure the successful completion of the report, the field of study has developed ten survey questionnaires which will be mixture of likert style, close ended and multiple choices. The questionnaire tries to justify the different aspects of VLE expectation from student, teachers, resources and accessibility perspectives. 

[bookmark: _Toc60780917]3.1 Research design 

This research has adopted qualitative research methodology where the field of study has chosen survey questionnaire to investigate the issues related to VLE. As instructed by the lecturer the questionnaire has been turned into E-questionnaire due to Pandemic and distributed to potential participate through email. The survey questionnaire incorporated 10 unique questions which has been developed during the class tutorial. The outcome of the survey later will be presented by excel and numerically to enable reader to understand the percentage of student that are happy with VLE. The author of the report has also used participant observation as a tool to observe the experiences and feelings of participant. 

[bookmark: _Toc60780918]3.2 Secondary analysis 

Apart from primary data, the author of the report has also used secondary data where various books, e-books, journal, article are used to gathered clear data. All the information gathered from the secondary sources are referenced correctly to avoid plagiarism. 

[bookmark: _Toc60780919]3.3 Analysis of Survey

In total ten question were developed to identify and comply with the aim and objectives of the report example of it is given below; 
1. How Virtual Learning Environment influence your learning journey? 

To gather in-depth data, here author has explained the situation to respondent about what impact VLE holds towards their learning experiences in UWSTD. 

Apart from that, statistical outcome was gathered by asking Likert scale and close ended questions like; 

· How VLE plays role to change your overall learning experiences on the scale of 1-5?
· What benefits you have encountered through the use VLE on the scale of 1-5? 

Here 5 is great 3 is moderate and 1 is poor. 

On the other hand, as per close ended survey questionnaire is concern, it is an element that allows respondent to answer in Yes or No format such as; 

· VLE ensured great learning experiences towards your learning journey. Yes / No. 
· You consider VLE resources are up to date and helpful. Yes / No. 


[bookmark: _Toc60780920]3.4 Ethical considerations


Researcher has put high importance towards ethical consideration therefore all the respondent was given consent form where it was indicated their willingness to participate within the research (Franklin., 2012). To get reliable information respondent was also been promised that; their identify will be confidential and ensured that this report is not analyzing the performance of any lecturers of USWTD. As per secondary data is concern, whatever sources the author has used are referenced correctly to avoid plagiarism. 

[bookmark: _Toc60780921]3.5 Sample Size

In total 25 respondents were chosen for the research where 5 did not turned up on time. As a result, author has carried out the survey with 20 participants. 

3.6 Data analysis

The survey questions were developed in English using MS word and distributed towards the respondent through email. After the survey, author of this report called some participant and ask them some additional questions to get more in-depth information. Total 10 question was developed for the survey with the help of close ended and likert scale. The result of the survey then presented through the use of Excel and numerical order via bars, charts etc. 


























[bookmark: _Toc60780922]4.0 Result and analysis

To get better understanding about the outcome of the research and methods undertaken result and analysis is important chapter. 10 questions were developed and distributed towards the participant and outcomes that gathered through their responses are given below that will create more clear view of the impact of virtual learning experiences of UWSTD students. 

[image: o photo description available.]

The above excel sheet incorporated 10 questions where answers of the respondent are given in Yes, No, agree, disagree and scale from 1 to 5. To ensure better view these then questions are given below; 

1. VLE has impacted your journey in positive ways? 75% Yes. 25% No. 
2. VLE helped you immensely with your studies? 88% Yes. 12% No. 
3. VLE changed your overall learning experiences immensely? 55% Strongly agree. 45% Fairly agree. 







4. It is easy for you access the VLE with all its resources? Yes 75%. No 25%. 
5. Do you think VLE is secure? 88% Yes. 12% No. 
6. How you get benefitted through VLE? Scale 1-5 42% Moderate 58%Fairly good. 
7. Did you come across any limitations while using VLE? Yes 63% No 37%. 
8. You can get friends or peers help when you face difficulties using VLE? Yes 25% No 75%. 
9. How effective VLE is? 46% Very Effective, 27.6% Effective, 13.3% Moderate and 14.3% Not effective. 





10. Is there any room for VLE to improve? Yes 38%, 37% Could improve, 18.75% No comments and 6.25% accessibility and being more organized. 

[bookmark: _Toc60780923]4.1 Discussion 

From the above analysis, it has become clear that the VLE is highly effective in nature when it comes to accessibility, connectivity, resources and so on. reason being, all the students or participant engaged within this report has replied and added positive answer during the survey. The outcome also indicated that, lecturers are highly engaged with students to let them to identify the module and requirement effectively and easily. Hence to gather more clear view, author of this research has analyzed outcome of ten developed survey questionnaires and identified the positive results regarding VLE which is given below; 














On the other hand, the author of this research has observed the students in first semester and identified that students are highly engaged with VLE but one room for improvement here is; being more organized and accessibility as there are plenty of groups and its often tough for individual to find their schedule and work submission link. Finally, during the time of COVID 19 the VLE played crucial role that helped all the students immensely which bring huge positivity among respondents. 



[bookmark: _Toc60780924]5.0 Conclusion 

The author of this study has started this research with the objectives that includes; to evaluate the learning experiences and journey of UWSTD students through the use of VLE, to gathered first hand and primary data to identify the overall impact students are having by using VLE and suggest best practices that UWSTD should ensure via identifying the limitations students are encountering. Through the analysis, survey and discussion author of this report hence achieved all these objectives where it has been identified that students of UWSTD are highly satisfied with the academic journey as well as learning experiences. 
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VLE has changed your learning experiences scale 1-5  

1.0	2.0	3.0	4.0	5.0	


How effective VLE is?

Very effective	effective	moderate	not effective	7.0	4.0	2.0	2.0	


NO	4.0	2.0	4.0	2.0	6.0	12.0	YES	13.0	14.0	12.0	14.0	10.0	4.0	
Frequency of Student
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