How important was the concept of economic reward in motivating people to go on crusade?                                                               Joshua Kemp- 1702828

In this essay I will be discussing the importance of economic reward as a motivation for people to go on crusade. I will also discuss other potential motivations that could have played a factor and in my conclusion I will state how important I believe economic reward actually was. 
The crusades were a number of separate religious wars normally undertaken by Christian peoples against Muslim countries although it is debated whether the term crusade should be limited to just wars to the holy land. According to some historians there were holy wars to other places as well. For example, some historians would define the wars in southern France against the Cathar’s a crusade. This crusade took place from 1209 to 1229 and the target of the crusaders was located within Christendom itself rather than in the holy land.[footnoteRef:1] However, in general these holy wars were usually undertaken to secure places considered to be holy and in control of the enemy such as Jerusalem, but as I will discuss in this essay this was not the only motivation. [1:  Thomas F. Madden, Marshall W. Baldwin, ‘Albigensian Crusade’, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 27th May 2016 < https://www.britannica.com/event/Albigensian-Crusade> [Accessed 10th March 2018]] 

 The first crusade began in 1095 when Pope Urban II delivered a speech during a church council at Clermont in central France calling for the people of Christendom to take up arms and to take the city of Jerusalem from the Muslims.[footnoteRef:2] Pope Urban II’s speech occurred due to a plea made by Alexius I Comnenus Emperor of the Byzantines for help against the expanding Turks who were gaining territory from the Byzantines and so this was also an objective of the crusade. Balderic of Dols’ version of the speech at Clermont talks about the economic reward of going on crusade by saying “The possessions of the enemy, too, will be yours, since you will make spoil of their treasures”.[footnoteRef:3] This quote gives the impression that the people who undertake the crusade would be rewarded economically through the looting of the enemy lands and possibly through the looting of the men that will be slain. Robert the monk’s version says, “That land which as the Scripture says "floweth with milk and honey," was given by God into the possession of the children of Israel Jerusalem is the navel of the world; the land is fruitful above others, like another paradise of delights.”[footnoteRef:4] In this quote Urban II is essentially saying that the holy land and especially Jerusalem is bountiful and filled with riches ready for the taking. Similar to Balderic’s version this is implying to the people listening to the speech that if they go on the crusade to the holy land they will gain reward through the spoils of war. It also suggests to them that the whole land is rich, so not only would they gain wealth through the spoils of war, but they would also gain treasures and perhaps material objects from the land it self as the land is “fruitful above others”.  Perhaps they could have even gained wealth through the capture of an enemy commander on the battlefield. [2:  Jonathan Phillips, The Crusades 1095-1197, (Pearson Education,2002), p.14.]  [3:  Paul Halsall, ‘Medieval Sourcebook: Urban II (1088-1099): Speech at Council of Clermont, 1095, Five versions of the Speech‘, Medieval Sourcebook, < https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/urban2-5vers.html> [Accessed 18th March 2018]]  [4:  Halsall, ‘Medieval sourcebook’.] 

Economic reward could have also been in the form of trade, although this as a reward would probably have benefited merchants and Lords rather than the average peasant. Trade routes would have opened as a result of the crusades which would have meant that rich people in the western world would have acquired things that they would not have experienced previously. As it happened the target city of the crusades, Jerusalem, was also one of the largest trading city’s in the medieval world.[footnoteRef:5]  This means that even though the main reason that the crusaders targeted Jerusalem was because of its religious significance there could have also been a hint of an economic factor in the reasoning for this target. The goods that the crusaders would have found in the holy land and would have traded included food like dried fruits, spices, and material goods like cotton and jewels.[footnoteRef:6] Cotton is considered to be one of the most important piece of commerce to come out of the crusades because with it came cotton paper which took the place of parchment and made it much more easier for people to write which means that there would have been a big demand for it.[footnoteRef:7] [5: ‘Trading in the Middle Ages’, Guilford College, Guildford.edu, < https://sites.google.com/a/guilford.edu/life-and-money-in-medieval-europe/trade> [Accessed 12th march 2018].]  [6:   ‘Trading in the Middle Ages’, Guilford College.]  [7:   Henry Treece, ‘Some Results of the Crusades’ in The Crusades, (William Clowes and Sons Ltd, 1962) p. 285.] 

The crusades resulted in the creation of the different orders of knights such as the knights Templar and the Hospitallers. It was the former who came up with the idea of banking. This worked out well economically for the Templars who amassed a great deal of wealth. The way their system worked was that pilgrims who were afraid of being robbed by outlaws and bandits would find a Templar preceptory in a city where they would deposit their money and receive a credit note. When the pilgrim arrived at their destination they would find another Templar preceptory and would then hand in their credit note to receive the funds they deposited at the original preceptory.[footnoteRef:8] For example if someone deposited funds in the Paris preceptory and travelled to Jerusalem they could collect the funds from the Jerusalem preceptory for a small fee. With this system the Templars were able to amass more and more wealth and they even started to provide other financial services as well. According to the book Secrets of the Knights Templar: The Hidden History of the World's Most Powerful Order by Susie Hodge, these other services included “current accounts; safe deposits for documents, money, gold, jewellery and other precious items; loans, credit and pensions”. With all these services the Templars amassed so much wealth that they were in a such a position to be able to lend money to the Kings of Christendom. Hodge states that during “The time of the Magna Carta in 1215, King John of England gave them his Crown jewels for safe keeping and borrowed money from them.[footnoteRef:9] Economic reward could be one reason that the Templars continued to crusade and protect their interests in the holy land because if the Muslims had control in the area pilgrims might not be able to travel to the holy places and as such would lose out on the wealth that was to be gained from this and the trade as well. The templars benefitted greatly in the economic sense from crusades. [8:  Susie Hodge, ’Banking’ in Secrets of the Knights Templar: The Hidden History of the World's Most Powerful Order, (Quercus Editions Ltd, 2013).]  [9:  Hodge, ‘Banking’.] 

As well as economic rewards religion would prove to be an overriding factor which is the main point in all the different versions of Urban II’s speech. Robert the monk’s version of the speech states “Let the Holy sepulchre of the Lord our Saviour, which is possessed by unclean nations, especially incite you, and the holy places which are now treated with ignominy and irreverently polluted with their filthiness.” This quote is saying that the holy places that the Christians consider sacred are in the hands of the Muslims and so this should be an incentive to go on crusade to reclaim these holy places so that they are back in Christian hands. To back up the importance of religious motivation for the crusade, the Gesta Francorum version of the speech states that Urban II said "Whoever wishes to save his soul should not hesitate humbly to take up the way of the Lord, and if he lacks sufficient money, divine mercy will give him enough.” This is suggesting that if someone lacks the money needed to participate in the crusade God will give him what he needs to do this. It is also suggesting that if someone goes on crusade their soul will be saved and sent to heaven. To back this up the Fulcher of Chartres version states "All who die by the way, whether by land or by sea, or in battle against the pagans, shall have immediate remission of sins.”[footnoteRef:10] This is further suggesting that if you die on crusade all sins that you may have committed previously would be forgiven. As well as this it was generally thought at this time that if the crusaders were able to take Jerusalem, then they would be able to pray at the holy sepulchre, thought to be the site of the crucifixion of Jesus, and to have their sins washed away in that way. [10:  Halsall, ‘Medieval sourcebook’.] 

The holy sepulchre was very important in providing religious motivation for the crusades as the Church of the holy sepulchre websites states “The liberation of the holy places, the foremost of which was the Holy Sepulchre, was an important motivation for the First Crusade between 1096 and 1099.”[footnoteRef:11] This is because it was an important pilgrimage location to Christians due to the fact that it was built atop the place that Christ was crucified and buried.[footnoteRef:12] Richard A. Newhall States in his book The Crusades  that “Each individual crusader was a pilgrim vowed to visit the Holy Sepulcher” which further suggests that the holy sepulchre was of importance in motivating people.[footnoteRef:13] The reason that it was an important part of the religious motivation at the time was because of the links to Christ and the fact that Christian pilgrims weren’t treated well by the Muslims in control of the region at that time as the Muslims were denying them access to the church. [11:  ‘Church of the Holy Sepulchre’, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, < https://churchoftheholysepulchre.net/> [Accessed 14th March 2018]]  [12:  ‘Church of the Holy Sepulchre’, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1st February 2018 https://www.britannica.com/place/Holy-Sepulchre [Accessed 15th March 2018]]  [13:  Richard A. Newhall, ‘Early Crusades’, in The Crusades, (Holt, Rhinehart and Winston, 1927), p.43.] 

Another possibility some people would have been motivated by was the plea made by the Byzantine Emperor for help. As I stated earlier, Alexius I Comnenus essentially pleaded with Pope Urban II for help against the Turks who were expanding into byzantine lands.[footnoteRef:14] This may have persuaded people to participate in the crusade because some people, probably people higher up in society, would want to help out fellow Christians and prevent the expansion of Muslim controlled territories. In fact, Jonathan Riley- Smith states in his book The crusades that a few decades before Pope Urban II called his crusade that Pope Gregory VII in 1074 had plans to “lead personally a force of as many as 50,000 volunteers to ‘liberate’ their Christians brothers in the east” so the papacy had plans for a long time to help the Byzantines. Riley-Smith also writes that that Urban painted “a lurid picture of life under Muslim rule and exaggerated the threat the Turks now posed to take Constantinople”.[footnoteRef:15] This suggests to me that Urban wanted people to go on this crusade not just to liberate Jerusalem but to help the Byzantines against the Turks and one way to do this was to preach an image of what was going on the east in such a way that people would feel inspired to go. [14:  Jonathan Riley-Smith, The Crusades, (London: Athlone Press, 1987), p.1.]  [15:  Jonathan Riley-Smith, The Crusades, (London: Athlone Press, 1987), pp.2-6.] 

According to the book The Crusades 1095-1197 by Jonathan Phillips visual imagery may have spurred people to participate in the second crusade. Phillips states that “ a series of engravings made before the French Revolution testifies to the presence of a crusading window at the abbey of saint Denis in Paris.” He explains that the windows depicted “martyrs, pilgrims and the events of the First Crusade”. It is believed that the depictions on this window of the success of the First Crusade would have inspired people during the preaching of the Second Crusade and would have contributed as a motivation.[footnoteRef:16]  Phillips writes that the abbey of saint Denis was a rallying point before the Crusaders set off on Crusade so it stands to reason that it would have inspired them before they set off as well. [16:  Jonathan Phillips, The Crusades 1095-1197, (Pearson Education,2002), p. 64] 

To summarise my points and conclude, I believe that there are many different motivations that would cause people to go on Crusade and each person would have their own motivation. Religious motivation I believe, was the main incentive that caused people to go on crusade. This is because in the middle ages religion played a massive part in the everyday life of a person and so to liberate Jerusalem and the holy places would have been the main objective. As well as this, to go on crusade and to pray at the holy sites would mean that all your previous sins would be forgiven and you would be sent to heaven. For most crusades these religious reasons would also apply but the success of the first crusade would have also spurred people on. The economic factor would have played a part especially for merchants who would have benefited from the trade and the Templars who would have benefited from the use of their banking system as well as from pilgrims hiring to protect them on the journey through the holy land. However, Jonathan Riley-Smith states that most crusading knights were not motivated by economic gain or “crude materialism.”[footnoteRef:17] He also says that to go on the two-thousand-mile march to the east in the remote possibility of gaining a settlement and following that wealth “would have been a stupid gamble”. This leads me to believe that although economic factors might have motivated some people, it would have been the minority that were motivated by this. I believe that economic reward was not as an important motivational factor as the others in persuading people to go on crusade. [17:  Jonathan Riley-Smith, The Crusades, (London: Athlone Press, 1987), p.14] 
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