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The battlefield or the rear: two sides of "the woman’s face" in the war

This article will focus on two opposing approaches to the roles that women can play in wartime: to struggle on the battlefield or to possess an active peacekeeping position.
Throughout the existence of mankind, the position of women in society has gradually evolved, but the humanity of the 21st century has not yet achieved complete equality between men and women in all spheres of social life. In particular, this is indicated when certain professions or occupations are identified as "masculine" or "feminine", i.e., those that are purely for men or purely for women. In such extreme conditions of existence as war, these distinctions stand out especially clearly. For example, history and modern times testify that war has a "male face". Thus, in countries where armed conflicts are currently taking place, the achievements of women on the front lines are secondary to men`s one, the standards of army uniforms are adapted to men, and the most important military decisions in the political dimension are made by men. However, this does not prevent many women around the world from proving by their example that women in the army and directly on the front lines can be useful.
But on the other hand, it is fair to note that many women during the war take a pacifist position by themselves, consciously not pretending to play a role on the battlefield. Instead, many of them take an activist position behind the scenes, and through diplomacy, volunteerism, peaceful protests, and other means work to bring their country closer to victory, or to bring peace as quickly as possible, believing that there is no justification for any war.
Thus, the questions arise: what is the "woman`s face" in the war; where can women be more useful in wartime – on the front line or in the rear; and will humanity be faced with the rethinking of women`s roles in the war in the new world?

We suggest starting with an analysis of women's activities on the battlefield. To start with, history and the present confirm that women can be effective in combat. The revolution of women`s roles in the war began to gain momentum in the First World War. A vivid example of their participation in hostilities is the Auxiliary Territorial Service, created by British activists. In total, the service had about 40,000 participants, among whom 8,000 were foreigners. The military group was formed in 1917 and lasted until 1949, eventually merging with the Women's Royal Army Corps (Braybon, 1981).

Returning to the present, the first country that comes to mind about the women`s draft into the army is Israel. As of 2021, women made up 40% of Israel Defense Forces conscripts and held 25% of officer positions. The number of positions open to Israeli women is also increasing. In the 80s, 55% of military positions were available to women, in 1995 - 73%, and since 2012 - 86% (Gittleman, 2021). 
Also in 2015, Norway became the first NATO member country to make military service compulsory for both sexes. Already in 2020, women accounted for 33% of the total number of people who completed mandatory military service (SecurityWomen, 2021). 
In particular, it is worth considering the example of Ukraine, which is currently in a state of war. In Ukraine, the army system was post-Soviet for a long time, and therefore very inflexible and closed to the perception of a woman in the army as the norm. However, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted a law on the voluntary procedure for enlisting women in the military on October 7, 2022. It provides that Ukrainian women of certain professions will be able to register for the military at their own will (Official portal of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 2022). Currently, 59,786 women are serving in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. Among them, 41,000 are military personnel and almost 19,000 are civilian workers, 5,000 of them are in the combat zone (Euromaidan Press, 2022).
Since the beginning of the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022, the number of women in the army has not only increased, but the attitude towards women in the army has changed qualitatively. From now on, it is generally accepted in Ukrainian society that both men and women defend the country. Many military women became well-known influencers or received a significant promotions, and personal recruitment became possible, with an orientation to a person's experience other than military, which allowed women with a military education, but without military experience, to obtain high positions in the army. For example, by deputy company commanders in matters of moral and psychological support. In particular, with the help of local businesses, factories began to sew military uniforms adapted to the needs of women (ArmWomenNow, 2022), and with the help of volunteers, it became possible to receive supplies of necessary items for feminine hygiene directly to the front.
Hence, as we can see, history has examples of women choosing to take up arms in response to such an existential challenge as war. In particular, today some countries are already taking steps towards equality in women's and men's rights, thereby providing the opportunity for women to realize their desire to become a part of military organizations and take a direct part in combat operations.
And now we propose to consider alternative women`s roles during armed conflicts. It concerns women who choose to stay in the rear. Psychologists often confirm that it is natural for women to choose a non-combatant position and areas of employment with low risk. Let's take as an example the results of a psychological examination, where it turned out that females are more likely to help in low-risk–low-physical-strength (LRLS) situations, such as looking after a neighbour’s pet or giving clothes to charity (Erdle et al., 1992). Males, on the other hand, tend to help more in high-risk–high-physical-strength (HRHS) situations (e.g. helping to push a car, or giving a stranger a lift in a car). These results are consistent with both social roles (nurturing and caring by females vs heroic defending and chivalry by males) as well as biological perspectives (greater physical strength and size of males) (Christov-Moore, L. et al., 2014).
According to the results of another experiment, females were less accurate than males at judging interpersonal behaviour by verbal and nonverbal cues if they thought that they were being tested on interrogation skills in the military (a historically masculine occupation), while males were less accurate if they thought the test measured judgment skills necessary for social workers (a historically feminine occupation) (Horgan and Smith, 2006). 
	However, one way or another, history confirms that in the conditions of war, women can take up work of their own free will, which, from a traditional point of view, is not feminine. Let's turn to the example of the First World War again. With the beginning of the active mobilization of men to the front, women had to independently raise children and provide for their families. Therefore, the number of women who worked in heavy industries increased significantly. Women in particular played a huge role in the development of medicine during the First World War. Many young girls and women went to work as military nurses, in particular, voluntarily in the Red Cross (Braybon, 1981).
In the context of military conflicts, it is particularly worth paying attention to the activities of feminists. Feminists' struggles throughout history have had controversial goals. On the one hand, feminists have seen the right to bear arms as the mark of citizenship and have sought entry into the military on the same terms and with the same duties as men. On the other hand, feminists have drawn on the idea of women as the peaceful sex to challenge the link between fighting and citizenship and between state and citizenship. The latter phenomenon provides a practical example of how some feminists see themselves as global citizens (Hutchings, 2002).
An example can also be women in the First World War, who did not ignore attempts at a diplomatic solution to the war. Thus, during the Women's Peace Congress, which took place in The Hague in April–May 1915, the International Committee of Women for Permanent Peace (ICWPP) was created. Later it turned into the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF). Above all, this was an international feminist conference - and it proposed that a Women's Charter be inserted into the peace treaty. This should state that member countries should hold that it is injurious to the community to restrict women to a position of dependence, to discourage their education or development, or to limit their opportunities. 
The Congress wanted countries joining the League to agree to women's suffrage; equal status with men on administrative bodies; the same protection as men in laws against slavery; full personal and civil rights for women upon marriage; equal rights for mothers with fathers over children; equal pay; education and training opportunities; and the right for a married woman to change or retain her nationality (Wiltsher, 1985).
Let us consider another example of anti-war feminist activism in history. In 1981, a fairly important centre of feminism at the time, Greenham Common Women's Peace Camp, was founded. It was a purely female protest against the placement of American nuclear weapons in the Royal Air Force (RAF) of Great Britain, based in Berkshire. Greenham has provided a new stereotype of a "peace woman". For some, "Greenham woman" has become synonymous with any woman who takes non-violent action. There is a paradox here – a woman who sees herself as 'at war' yet who calls herself a "peace woman". L. Jones, analyzing the concept of "peace woman" in Greenham Camp, quoted the words of a camp participant: "Men can go off and leave the children to fight, so why can't we?". As L. Jones mentioned, there was a difference here; for the women 'to fight' meant active non-violent struggle (Allen, S. et al., 1987).
In particular, today the women`s voice on the world stage during the war can take on different shades. Olena Zelenska, the wife of the President of Ukraine, became an important mouthpiece about the role of women in the Russian-Ukrainian war. Mrs Zelenska talked about the stories of women's resistance in the world media, participated in the international conference "Women in Conflict" in Brussels, and became the first lady of another country to speak in the US Congress for the first time in the history of the United States. Olena Zelenska does not hold any official position in the Ukrainian government, but during the war, at her level, she conducts an active dialogue with politicians, public organizations and journalists. The world media were shocked by the statements of Olena Zelenska during her speech in the US Congress because, in addition to emphasizing the importance of peace and preserving the lives of children and women, she voiced the need to supply more weapons to Ukraine. Mrs Zelenska noted: "I appealed to members of Congress on behalf of all those who died. On behalf of people who lost their arms and legs. And on behalf of people who are still alive and whole. On behalf of those who are fighting and those who are waiting in the rear for the return of their relatives from the frontline. Ukraine needs weapons! Not to wage war on foreign territory, but to protect one's home and the right to wake up alive in it" (Yahoo Finance, 2022).
Therefore, the role of women during the war can have an extremely important influence on the course of history. The power of women can be manifested not only on the battlefield but also in their voice in diplomatic circles, public organizations, protests, etc.

Thus analyzing the opposite women's roles during the war, the following conclusions can be drawn.
Firstly, it is worth recognizing that modern society has not yet achieved the equality of women and men in the war. The proofs of this are the inadequacy of Arimian systems in many countries to women's needs; non-recognition by some cultures of the importance of women's choice and voice; lower physical endurance of women compared to men and several other factors. However, one way or another, the precedents we have considered prove that humanity has a chance for progress in this area, because such a phenomenon as war can act as a catalyst for rethinking and, as a result, progress in the issue of equal rights of women and men during the war.
Secondly, history and modernity prove that the purposes of women who do not directly participate in combat operations but take an activist position can be different. So, women can aim to convey to the world the need to stop the buildup of weapons, to get rid of aggression in the world and the senselessness of conducting hostilities in general, because life is of higher value. However, other women may "fight" against the enemy in the rear, believing that only defeating the aggressor can lead to the desired peace on earth. These positions differ in their main messages but have the main goal of bringing peace closer, and they also prove that the voice of women is extremely influential.
Thirdly, we ensured that women can be useful with weapons in their hands and taking an active position in the rear. Despite the difference in the physiological and psychological characteristics of men and women, we have no right to prohibit women from choosing the type of activity that they consider necessary. Freedom of choice is fundamental to the progress of equality of rights and the progress of humanity in general.
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