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For completion by the first marker:
Comments:
This is an extremely well written and clearly structured dissertation, which explores a familiar topic, namely, whether Jung’s psychological theory can be classified as Gnostic, through an examination of the primary sources (i.e, the Gnostic gospels, and Jungs own writings),and though a wide selection of secondary sources. The dissertation, examines and critiques of the secondary sources on Jung (such as Liz Greene) and on the Gnostics (such as Hans Jonas), evaluating their conclusions in relation to the secondary sources. The issues explored are quite nuanced and include such questions, as whether Jung  was correct in framing the Gnostics, as psychologists, or at least as ancestors of his own psychological theory. The debate and conclusions could therefore have gone in either direction, concluding that Jung was not justified in seeing an origin for his homework in the Gnostics, as much as that he was justified. The dissertation considers these issues in considerable detail, discussing primary and secondary sources in relation to each other. For example on page 46, there is consideration of Jung’s discussion of Origen and Basilides, DeConick’s secondary commentary on Gnosticism, and Segal’s secondary commentary on Jung. All this makes for a discussion and analysis which is coherent, integrated and considers all points of view. The tone throughout is critical and analytical, weighs up different approaches and reaches a balanced conclusion in line with all the evidence presented. 

The student clearly understands all of the issues and has shed new light on the specific question, not just whether Jung’s psychology is all Gnostic, but whether his conception of the Self can be considered gnostic.

One caveat is the issue of translation and whether, for example, what is translated in Jung’s works into English words such as soul and spirit (also see page 46) represent what Jung himself actually thought. Given that, at Masters’ level, students work with English translations, there is no requirement to read texts in original languages, yet reference to the potential changes of meaning that can happen in translations would help and could be considered if this work is every extended post-MA

In conclusion, to reiterate, the dissertation as a whole is sound, coherent, well written, clearly structured, critical and analytical and reaches a high standard.

Well done on completing your journey through the program.




	First Marker’s Mark: 74%
Signature:  Nick Campion
	Date: 1 Nov 2023

	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:

This dissertation carefully discusses the specific question of whether Jung’s theories of the Self may be considered Gnostic in nature or origin. 

The material is well-organised and well-structured, using Markschies’ typology of Gnosticism’s key concepts, and using Segal’s critique as a framework for the analysis. It includes a clear discussion of the concepts and beliefs underlying Gnosticism and detailed cross-referencing to Jung’s concept of the self via three core topics of other-worldly divinity, dualism, and salvation. It incorporates a detailed analysis across a wide range of key primary and secondary texts, with very good critique of both and consideration and cross-analysis of a wide range of perspectives. It also makes clear what material on Gnosticism was available to Jung at the time, making a distinction between those sources and texts more recently discovered or deciphered.

The writing is clear, fluent, critical and analytical, with excellent referencing and footnoting.

This dissertation displays an impressive knowledge and understanding of a complex field of study. It also adds original insight into Jung’s work and contributes to the debate around the influence of Gnosticism on Jung by focusing specifically on the concept of the self. The author stays close to this aim, reaching a conclusion that is well supported by the evidence presented. It is a satisfying and impressive piece of work.




	Second Marker’s Mark: 74%

Signature: Carole Taylor
	Date: 8 November 2023

	Agreed internal mark: 74%

Signature 1st marker: Nick Campion

Signature 2nd marker: Carole Taylor

	Date 08/11/2023

	Comments (for completion by the internal markers which indicate how the agreed internal mark has been arrived at):



	NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the final examination board.
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