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Mission Statement

In offering young children immersive narrative experiences, that foster language development, creativity, emotional intelligence, and sensory awareness, we hope to improve early childhood experiences and enhance their early education (Sense, no date).
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Tactical Marketing Plan 
	Plan Overview



	Practice:
	Name 

	Name of Project:
	[bookmark: _Hlk189394467][bookmark: _Hlk190005775]Sensory Adventures

	Project Manager:
	Amie Handley

	Project Developer:
	Amie Handley

	Expertise
	Working as a teaching assistant in a SEN school, I have extensive knowledge and skills working alongside a occupational therapist and an speech and language therapist, by doing this I have now completed my sensory integration practitioner training that enables me to extend my knowledge and deliver support to children in education.  My expertise also lies in illustrating books for children. 



	Objective


The company will focus on the following objectives: 
· Create a variety of sensory books and activities for children ages two to six. 
· Market Sensory Adventures as educational and therapeutic resources for children’s development as there is a growing emphasis on holistic early childhood education, that fosters the growth of cognitive, social, emotional and motor skills. 
According to Young et al. (2011), it is commonly known and recorded that storytelling is important in social, cultural and educational contexts. In recent years, efforts have been made to extend storytelling to those with severe intellectual and multiple disabilities, emphasising the importance of sensory experience and social interaction context that the narrative offers. Children are fully engaged while accessing Sensory Adventures, as the resources are fun and enjoyable.  
Sensory Adventures specialises in using engaging, instructive, and entertaining stories and multi-sensory resources to promote early childhood development. From the company’s research, focus was placed on application of the senses, as it is crucial to consider how stories engage with all five senses.  Instead of seeing the pages turn or listening to an adult, Sensory Adventures has established a unique method for children to interact with stories in novel and interesting ways.
The benefits of applying the senses aids, supports children in their understanding of how activities impact their environment. Amongst other advantages, Sensory Adventures improves memory skills, problem-solving ability and brain development (Action for Children, 2022).

	Target Market


Product Demographics
1.Storybooks with sensory elements 
Books specifically include various textures (bumpy, rough, soft etc.) that children may touch and explore while they read or listen to the stories. Children can explore interactive aspects such as hidden sensory items or pop-up features while reading. 
2. Kits for the senses 
Kits include fabric pieces, coloured sand, scented playdough and little toys that relate to the themes within the books. As they follow stories, these kits inspire children to apply all their senses. 

This product is targeted for young children of the ages of 2–6-year-olds in mainstream settings but also can support children with speech delay or special educational needs (hereafter SEN) within schools and community to support them with their needs. Within Sensory Adventures the kits include a thematic or traditional tale such as the 3 Little Pigs, hand decorated story spoons (pigs), wolf puppet, straw, sticks and bricks. While exploring the resources within each kit, children develop language and sensory skills as the fabrics and malleable resources can be comforting and soothing. Children frequently prefer to return to the familiar during uncertain times. Our goal is to provide entertaining, unique, and potentially intergenerational sensory kits with traditional tales. 
According to Goodwin (2008), teachers can address early learning standards and track children's development in a variety of areas by using sensory experiences. The National Association for the Education of Young Children (hereafter NAEYC) has established standards that encourage the provision of rich sensory experiences in early childhood classrooms to facilitate cognitive development (Goodwin, 2008).

 Target Contact Demographics
· Community centers, leaders, parents and carers: provide multisensory learning workshop opportunities for those who wish to purchase. This can include early leaders and therapists who work with children under 3, that have developmental delays and special needs.
· Preschool settings, early childhood educators, parents and carers: to incorporate Sensory Adventures within their teaching methods. Parents of young children are continuously searching for innovative and fun ways for children to engage with learning. Sensory Adventures meets this requirement.  
· Primary school leads and practitioners: provide training on sensory play and development through Sensory Adventures stories and kits, highlighting how the merchandise can support and enhance children's development, in particular communication skills. 
· Special Educational Needs school leads and practitioners: Market opportunities would include supporting SEN pupils with communication difficulties.


	Message Summary


In offering young children immersive narrative experiences, that foster language development, creativity, emotional intelligence and sensory awareness, Sensory Adventures hopes to improve early childhood experiences and enhance children’s early education. Sense (no date) encourage parents to repeat stories as it fosters cognitive growth and aids in the evolution of children's communication comprehension. Additionally, it allows children to express their choices and builds anticipation. 

	Call to Action


 
What is the desired outcome?
The Development of Young Children
1.Cognitive Development
Sensory Adventure books will support children’s cognitive development by encouraging their imagination and language growth. Children are exposed to novel ideas, noises, and textures, which supports them to learn language, retain information and solve problems.
Using sensory aspects such as sounds, textures and smells help children connect words to their surroundings, which improves comprehension and memory. A story with a beach-related topic, can, for instance, incorporate a sound clip of waves on a laptop, or introduce a large ‘cornice’ shell impregnated with the sound of the sea, with a touchy-feely outer surround to help children remember.
Vygotsky's social constructivism theory states that learning happens through interaction with the environment (McLeod, 2024). Through direct, tactile interactions, Sensory Adventures helps children draw connection between language and real / 3D objects.
2. Emotional Development and Regulation
Through the experiences of the characters, Sensory Adventures provides children with a means of expressing and comprehending their feelings. Children can explore feelings such as joy, fear, and excitement through immersive experiences and arouse empathy. Research highlights the case for webinars related to further engagement with Sensory Adventures to promote health and mental well-being (Grace, 2022).
Emotional intelligence (hereafter EQ) can be improved by experiencing emotional journeys of characters through sensory experiences. Children learn to recognise and control emotions by handling objects that make them feel either comfortable or uncomfortable.
Goleman's research on children’s emotional control in early childhood, is crucial for the development of social skills and self-awareness. Stories with a wide range of sensory opportunities encourage stronger emotional bonds with the reader and supports growth. According to Channell (2021), Goleman's concept of emotional intelligence (hereafter EI) comprises of five elements: motivation, self-regulation, self-awareness, empathy, and social skills.
3. Motor Skills Development
Tactile activities related to Sensory Adventures supports children’s motor skills and aids in the development of children's fine and gross motor abilities. 
Children are encouraged to use their hands, fingers, and even their bodies when interacting with sensory stimuli. Their dexterity, hand-eye coordination, and overall coordination improve as a result. 
Piaget’s phases of cognitive development highlight the value of experiential learning, as children investigate their surroundings to develop their motor and cognitive abilities (McLeod, 2024).

4. Social Development
The rationale for the selection is that Sensory Adventures encourages group engagement, which aids in the development of children’s social skills, including sharing, listening and cooperating to investigate sensory elements. 
In terms of development, collaborative play with sensory kits or group reading sessions, encourage peer collaboration and communication while fostering social engagement. 
When applying research to practice, Vygotsky’s theory emphasises the importance of social connections in the learning process (McLeod, 2024). Young children's cooperative behaviour and language development can be promoted by shared experiences that Sensory Adventures provides.

What is the pull-through offer?
1. Online Platform
I will create an online store to offer Sensory Adventures kits, storybooks and online workshop access. 
I will make use of social media platforms like YouTube, Pinterest, and Instagram to post behind-the-scenes videos, reading lists and advice. 
2. Collaboration with childcare facilities and schools
Work in conjunction with educational institutions that wish to incorporate sensory storytelling into their classrooms with exclusive discounts and initiatives. 
I will provide free workshops on Sensory Adventures to demonstrate how to use the stories and kits within early educational settings. 
3. Model of Subscription 
I can offer a subscription box that encourages regular participation in developmental activities by posting new sensory tales and kits to parents or schools on a month or yearly basis through a subscription service.
Training experience for staff, product development, free workshops, one-time sales of sensory kits, and subscription models will also be offered.

With an increasing focus on inclusive education and individualised learning experiences, the early years field is always changing. Sensory Adventures is ideal for sensory storytelling, which enables creative engagement with adaptive learning resources.

Sensory Adventures is a resource that many parents, guardians and educators seek to purchase in order to enhance developmental milestones such as social skills, emotional control, language development and creativity. Sensory Adventures will support and promote important facets of early childhood development, including linguistic and cognitive abilities, emotional control and motor coordination, by providing sensory-rich storytelling experiences. Sensory Adventures can offer young children worthwhile, instructive experiences while creating a solid, long-lasting economic model as the business concept is based on established developmental theories.

	Process


List Development	
Describe your list development (as shown in Figure 1). 

                                  Figure 1: List Development (personal collection, 2025).

Prospecting Mechanism (as shown in Figure 2).

           Figure 2: Prospecting Mechanism (personal collection, 2025).

Pre-event Follow-up (as shown in Figure 3).
                                                         Figure 3: Pre-event Follow-up (personal collection, 2025).
Post-event Follow-up (as shown in Figure 4).
 







	Project Plan  (as shown in Figure 5).
                                                                                  Figure 5: Project Plan (personal collection, 2025).



	




                                  Figure 4: Post-event Follow-up (personal collection, 2025).
Budget
[bookmark: _Hlk190114255]The sensory stories budgetary cost can be kept down by starting on a small scale with digital content and simple sensory experiences, but large-scale production, with interactive kits and specialised training will incur a bigger expenditure.  
Low-Cost Option- By Sensory Adventures concentrating on digital or printed sensory stories that do not require tangible elements, the concept might initially be maintained at a low e.g. website or app that provides downloadable content. 
High-Cost Option- It would cost more to develop and disseminate a more thorough strategy that uses highly customised digital platforms or physical kits with several sensory elements like smells, textures, and noises which could be purchased in kit form with associated staff training on how to deliver to educators, possible workshops to include parents and children.
Funding is available towards purchase costs from The Social Entrepreneurial Foundation for social entrepreneurs in the UK (UnLtd, 2024). They provide grants, cash rewards, business support, networking, and mentorship possibilities. Their bursaries range from £2,500 to £20,000 in funding costs to those who aim to use their businesses to make a difference in society (UnLtd, 2024).

Metrics and Expectations (as shown in Figures 5, 6 & 7).


                               Figure 6: Initial Setup Costs (personal collection, 2025).




	


	















      Figure 7: Recurring Monthly Expenses (personal collection, 2025).

                                                                           Figure 8: Model & Pricing (personal collection, 2025).
BUSINESS PLAN AND CAMPAIGN SIGN-OFF 
The undersigned accept this Business Plan and Marketing Campaign. 

	Amie Handley
	Mrs
	A.Handley
	23/02/25



Essay [word count 1545]
Introduction
Since sensory experiences are fundamental to a child's growth, it is imperative to connect sensory stories to early years education and experiences. According to the Equality Act 2010 all children, including those with special educational needs and disabilities (hereafter SEND), must have access to high-quality education, by offering inclusive learning opportunities that appeal to a variety of senses. Sensory stories are a great approach to educate children with a range of needs, including those who struggle with sensory processing (UK Government, 2010). 
Here are some ways and reasons why our sensory stories could help with important early childhood development areas.
1. Cognitive Development
Early childhood cognitive development is the process by which young children learn to reason, think, and comprehend the world. By offering experiences that call for focus, memory, problem-solving, and the processing of information through several senses, sensory stories engage the brain. According to Kucirkova (2022) sensory reading draws attention to outcomes such as physical health that is not typically linked to early reading. Emergent literacy is one of the many educational outcomes that is strongly correlated with children's physical development, according to the most recent findings from the International Early Learning and Child Well-Being Study. Educational researchers and professionals are eager to create educational activities that integrate the cognitive and physical learning domains. Olfactory books that are created, shared, and experienced appeal to these interests and might be further examined in educational curriculum. Although reading for pleasure is covered in the national curriculum, print books have been the main source of support for this initiative.
Children's memory, attention span, and problem-solving skills are enhanced by sensory storytelling, which incorporate tactile, aural, and occasionally even olfactory stimuli. Children may, for instance, feel various textures like soft, rough, and bumpy textures while listening to a story, which helps them remember details. They are better able to comprehend cause and effect, sequencing, and classification when they relate sensory experiences to a story.  
2. Language and Communication Skills
One of the most important facets of early childhood education is language development. Children's speaking, listening, and vocabulary-building abilities are all immersivity engaged by sensory stories. Children can practise language and communication by hearing stories told in a variety of ways, such as spoken words, sounds, music, or actions.
Children can discuss what they see, hear, smell, and feel as they listen to the stories. For example, following a sensory story, the teacher could ask the pupil to explain the sensations of the textures, the feelings evoked by a sound, or the ways in which smells related to the plot. In addition to increasing vocabulary, this method promotes articulation, active listening, and questioning, all of which are critical for language development, especially for SEND pupils. Moreover, the Department of Education [hereafter DfE] (2015) suggests that personalised learning plans might use sensory storytelling, which provide adaptable, multisensory methods to engage SEND pupils and meet their specific requirements. McElroy (no date) maintains that sensory storytelling, language and sensory stimuli can function in tandem. Children can detect words and start to grasp their meanings through language repetition. They can link a word to a sensory stimulus. For instance, they might start to connect the term "perfume" with a scent.
3. Emotional Development
Children learn to recognise, communicate, and control their emotions during the early years. Children can safely explore complex emotions through a story's characters and events when they are told sensory stories.
A child's senses can be stimulated while emotional themes like bravery, fear, joy, and kindness are incorporated into sensory stories. The sound of thunder or the feeling of rain in a story, for instance, can elicit feelings that children can identify with in real life experience. As they learn to identify and manage their emotions, this enables children to make connections between emotions and sensory experiences, fostering emotional awareness, empathy, and control.  According to Cilip (2024) one plus one equals two would not qualify as a story if it were only words.  The reason for this is that these words elicit no emotional reaction. Emotions are what define a tale. Plays, films, and books evoke strong emotions, such as laughter, tears, fear, or rage.
4. Fine and Gross Motor Skills
Early childhood education is crucial for the development of motor skills because it sets the stage for later writing proficiency, physical coordination, and general physical health. Both gross motor abilities such as acting out sections of the narrative and fine motor skills such as manipulating story elements are frequently encouraged by sensory stories. Given the abstract nature of sensory experiences, Kirby, Dickie and Baranek (2014) propose the use of video clips to support non-verbal pupils in retelling the stories with manipulation of props.
Children are urged to improve muscle control and coordination by include physical tasks such as reaching, touching, or manipulation of objects in a sensory experience. As they practice balance and coordinate, they could, for instance, act out a section of the story by posing as animals or imitating movements like "stomping" or "fluttering." Furthermore, children's fine motor abilities are further developed when they are encouraged to utilise their fingers by sensory items like cloth, beads, or soft toys.
5. Social Development
In the early years, social skills include sharing, taking turns, and recognising social cues. Whether in a home or classroom context, sensory storytelling offers opportunities for group play and social interaction, deemed essential by the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills [hereafter DBIS] (2012).  The significance of early education in fostering children's social, emotional, and cognitive development is emphasised within early years education and experience. By promoting active participation, peer collaboration, and information processing through a variety of sensory experiences, sensory storytelling aid in the development of these abilities in children (DBIS, 2012).
Children can discuss their views, play out different sections of a story together, or take turns interacting with different sensory elements when sensory stories are organised in a group environment. One child might be in charge of touching a tactile object, such as a textured ball, while another child talks about what they hear or see in the narrative. This fosters communication, teamwork, and an awareness of how to collaborate with others in a shared environment.
6. Sensory Development
The development of the senses depends heavily on the first few years of life. Children can hone their sensory processing abilities through sensory storytelling, which is crucial for their comprehension of the outside world.
A child's senses are all intended to be stimulated by sensory stories. For instance, the rustle of leaves, the scent of pine, and the feel of tree bark could all be included in a forest-themed novel. By encouraging sensory integration, this multisensory strategy strengthens the link between sensory input and cognitive processing. This is especially crucial for kids who might struggle with sensory processing since it gives them a secure, controlled setting in which to experiment with and experience many forms of sensory input.
7. Imagination and Creativity
Innovation, problem-solving, and general mental flexibility all depend on creative thinking. Children can create, invent, and explore new worlds through creative play, which is encouraged by sensory stories. Alexander (2010) examines the value of experiential learning and creative play for young children.  Since sensory stories blend storytelling, imagination, and sensory engagement, all of which promote creativity, problem-solving, and holistic development, he suggests that resources such as ‘Sensory Adventures’ promote creative and storytelling skills. 
Children are frequently inspired to conjure sounds, picture scenarios, or act out roles by sensory stories. During a narrative, for instance, a child might be encouraged to pretend to fly like a bird or to imagine what the wind feels like. The child's imagination and creativity are stimulated, and abilities that are necessary for creative problem-solving are fostered. According to Singer and Singer (2006) together with language, imagery gives power over our history and enhances the richness and complexity of a sensory environment. It is the foundation for the creation of a retrievable and incredibly useful dimension of experience.
8. Self-Regulation and Focus
[bookmark: _Hlk190104035]For early learners, self-regulation is the capacity to manage emotions, actions, and focus, particularly as children become ready for more regimented settings such as school life. According to McElroy (no date), children who have physical or sensory impairments may encounter real world obstacles within their education. Children that struggle with sensory processing can require assistance in learning how to control responses to stimuli. Sharing a story together and offering assistance can be enjoyable when done through sensory stories. 
Children can benefit from sensory stories as relaxing resources that aid in self-control and concentration. When children are feeling overwhelmed, the tactile and aural elements of sensory storytelling might help them learn coping mechanisms such as deep breathing or focussing on certain sensory cues.
Conclusion
Parents, preschool educators and teachers may provide a comprehensive and multifaceted approach to early childhood development by combining narrative with sensory experiences. Not only can sensory stories stimulate children's senses, but they can also help them grow socially, emotionally, and cognitively as well as improve their motor skills, creativity, and love of learning. By providing children with this immersive experience, parents, preschool educators and teachers help them in a way that fits with their developmental stages and enables them to think more critically and holistically about the world around them. 
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