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Introduction:
In recent years, Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) has grown to become an important component of modern-day policing redefining how crime is addressed and prevented, it can be argued contemporary policing now relies on; research, data analysis and statistical evidence to inform strategies and operational decision-making in contrast to traditional policing which is dependent on officers' individual intuition and experience (Lum and Koper, 2017). Additionally, it is reported that there is a higher demand on modern policing due to limited resources and growing crime rates, therefore police organisations are encouraged to utilise evidence-based approaches too efficiently tackle crime (College of Policing, 2023). I aim to evaluate the effectiveness of Evidence-Based policing and the OSARA framework and consider how they contribute to modern-day policing. 
OSARA:
The OSARA model is a prominent framework in modern-day policing, it is made up of 5 stages: Objective, Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment. This model can be used to identify recurring issues within communities, as a result officers are able to discover the underlying causes allowing them to develop targeted strategies to address these issues which can then be later reflected on for its effectiveness (College of Policing, 2020). The effectiveness of this model can be found in its ability to recognise root causes of crime and provide a long-term solution instead of just day to day enforcement. This demonstrates the effectiveness of evidence-based policing as the OSARA model can be linked too reductions in crime following these targeted strategies based on the analysis of crime patterns and data (Weisburd et al, 2016). 
Partnership Collaboration:
An important element of the OSARA model is the emphasises the use of partnership collaboration when tackling crime within communities. Evidence-Based Policing recognises that many issues such as anti-social behaviour, youth offending and substance misuse are influenced by wider social and environmental factors which cannot always be addressed by the police alone. As a result, police forces increasingly work alongside organisations such as local councils, housing authorities, health services and social services in order to address the underlying causes of these crimes. This collaboration can be reflected through Community Safety Partnerships (CSPs), which bring together these separate organisations to collectively prevent crime and disorder within communities (Home Office, 2024). Additionally, the College of Policing highlights that multi-agency collaboration is an important component of problem-oriented policing (College of Policing, 2023), this is because it enables police to combine expertise and resources with other organisations to develop more effective long-term responses to crime problems (College of Policing, 2023).
The value of this partnership approach can be seen in national crime prevention initiatives such as the Home Office GRIP (Grip on Violence) programme. Through this initiative police forces across England and Wales analysed crime data to identify locations with high levels of serious violence and in response implemented targeted patrols within these areas. In the year ending March 2023, twenty police forces delivered over 92,000 additional patrols within identified crime hotspots, government evaluations estimated that these targeted patrols contributed to approximately a 7% reduction in violence and robbery offences in areas that received the patrols (Home Office, 2025). This suggests that the use of Evidence-Based Policing and the OSARA model can make a positive impact on reducing crime rates across England and Wales. Furthermore, evaluations of hotspot policing strategies have consistently found that focusing police resources on areas with the highest levels of crime can also significantly reduce crime and disorder when implemented alongside local prevention initiatives (Weisburd et al., 2016).
Limitations:
[bookmark: _Int_02k3C4MD]However, despite the benefits associated with the OSARA model there are several limitations which may impact its effectiveness within modern policing. One key limitation is the level of time, resources and capability required to successfully carry out each stage of the model. The scanning and analysis stages rely heavily on accurate crime data and analytical skills in order to identify patterns and underlying causes of crime. In reality, Police Forces in England and Wales often face increasing operational demand and limited resources, which can restrict the time officers have available to conduct detailed analysis before implementing responses (College of Policing, 2023). It is also reported that rising demand and resource pressures can affect the ability of police forces to fully implement proactive and preventative policing strategies (HMICFRS, 2022). As a result, officers may revert to more reactive approaches when responding to incidents, particularly when dealing with high workloads or urgent situations.
Additionally, the OSARA model can depend heavily on effective collaboration between multiple agencies to succeed. While partnership working can provide long-term solutions to crime, coordinating responses between organisations with different priorities and resources can be challenging (Home Office, 2024). For example, anti-social behaviour remains a prominent issue within many communities across England and Wales with the Crime Survey reporting that approximately 34% of people experienced or witnessed anti-social behaviour in their local area in the year ending March 2023 (Office for National Statistics, 2023). Addressing these types of issues often requires long-term interventions from local authorities, youth services and housing organisations which may take significant time to implement. Therefore, the OSARA model provides a structured and evidence-based approach to problem solving but may be limited by practical challenges such as resource constraints, data availability and the complexity of multi-agency coordination.
Traditional Policing:
Although Evidence-Based Policing has become increasingly influential within modern policing, traditional policing methods still play an important role in day-to-day police work. Traditional policing generally focuses on a reactive approach where officers respond to incidents after they occur and rely on visible patrols, rapid response and professional judgement to maintain public order. One advantage of this approach is that it allows police officers to respond quickly to emergencies and protect victims of crime. Immediate response policing is essential when dealing with unpredictable situations such as violent incidents, domestic abuse cases or public safety threats. In these circumstances officers must often rely on their experience and judgement to make rapid decisions, which indicates the continued importance of traditional policing practices (Lum and Koper, 2017).
However, traditional policing methods also have several limitations particularly when considered alongside evidence-based approaches. Research has suggested that randomly distributed patrols across large areas often have little long-term impact on reducing crime rates (College of Policing, 2023). In contrast, evidence-based strategies such as hotspot policing focus police resources on areas with the highest levels of crime has been shown to produce more effective crime reduction outcomes (Weisburd et al., 2016). It was also found that hotspot policing strategies can significantly reduce crime when police resources are concentrated in areas with higher crime levels suggesting that relying solely on reactive policing may not always address the underlying causes of crime or prevent recurring problems within communities (Braga, 2019).
Despite these limitations, traditional policing methods remain a necessary component of modern policing. Evidence-based models such as OSARA can help police organisations identify patterns and develop preventative strategies whereas reactive policing is still required to respond to immediate incidents and ensure public safety (College of Policing, 2023). As a result, many police forces now combine traditional policing practices with evidence-based approaches in order to balance rapid response with long-term crime prevention strategies (Lum and Koper, 2017). This integrated approach allows police forces to respond effectively to crime while also using research and data to improve future policing strategies.
Conclusion:
[bookmark: _Int_IEPVGvZZ]In conclusion, this report has found that Evidence-Based Policing has become an increasingly important approach within modern policing as it utilises research, crime data and analytical techniques to inform policing strategies and operational decisions. Frameworks such as the OSARA model provide police forces with a structured process that allows officers to identify recurring issues, analyse their underlying causes and implement targeted responses that can be evaluated over time. By using evidence and data analysis police organisations are able to develop more informed strategies aimed at reducing crime and improving community safety. Real-world initiatives such as hotspot policing and the GRIP programme demonstrate how evidence-based approaches can contribute to measurable reductions in crime when police resources are directed towards areas with the highest levels of offending. However, the effectiveness of the OSARA model can be influenced by practical challenges including resource limitations, increasing operational demand and the complexities associated with multi-agency collaboration. Overall, modern policing increasingly relies on a balance between traditional reactive policing and evidence-based strategies. When applied effectively, these approaches allow police forces to respond to immediate incidents while also developing long-term preventative strategies that address the root causes of crime.
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