Samuel Lawrence – Summary
On the Roman Author Lucretius
	Living during the first century BC, Titus Lucretius Carus was a Roman poet, and philosopher of some renown[footnoteRef:1]. It is unknown when he was born, though some sources claim 94BC, and when he died is the subject of debate, though between 54BC and 51BC is typically asserted[footnoteRef:2]. He ascribed to the Greek philosophy of Epicureanism; a school of thought based upon the pursuit of happiness through a simple, self-sufficient life, it championed human freedom, and materialism[footnoteRef:3]. Both popular and controversial, this hedonistic philosophy had a direct impact upon his poetry, most notably his famous work – from which much modern scholarship of Epicureanism is derived – On the Nature of Things[footnoteRef:4]. This poem is split into six books, and still incomplete at the time of the poet’s death, was Lucretius’ only poem, and is generally regarded as one of the greatest ever written[footnoteRef:5]. Lucretius himself was largely forgotten following the rise of Christianity in Europe, as the poet was considered anti-Christian, this has meant that much information about him is lost, and that which remains is liable to extreme bias[footnoteRef:6]. [1:  D, Sedley, ‘Lucretius’, The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Ed. by E, N. Zalta, 2018, https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/lucretius/. ]  [2:  Sedley, ‘Lucretius’.]  [3:  J. Warren, ‘Introduction’, in The Cambridge Companion to Epicureanism, ed. by J. Warren, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2009), P. 5.]  [4:  C. Segal, Lucretius on Death and Anxiety: Poetry and Philosophy in De Rerum Natura, (New Jersey, Princeton University Press,1990), Pp. IX-X.]  [5:  Titus Lucretius Carus, On the Nature of Things, trans. by A. E. Stallings, Intro. by R. Jenkyns, (London, Penguin Classics, 2007), Pp. VII-VIII & Pp. 196-238.]  [6:  Sedley, ‘Lucretius’.] 
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