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AIM(S)

· To expand high level research skills by developing an understanding of and facility for the resources available to the creative writer.

· To enable students to produce a focused piece of writing in a genre of their own choosing by researching a single subject 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

· demonstrate a systematic knowledge and awareness of the creative possibilities of the genre within which they have chosen to work;
· employ focused research to enhance originality in the conception, design, and execution of their finished creative work;
· exhibit a comprehensive level of general craftsmanship in the production of the project, and especially in the use of language and structure;

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· In any given year the module will support the student in researching a single focus loosely framed by one or two themes. For example, the module may concentrate upon Biography / Autobiography. 
· Written work will be submitted to discussion for a and then workshopped in class  to develop critical practice and creative dialogue with others about their own research and writing 
· Particular attention may be paid to the following:
· Genealogy;
· Library and Web Resources;
· Archives and Journals;
· Representing History;
· Fictionalising personal experience;
· The meaning and appropriateness of genre;
· The use of notebooks and journals.
· Incorporating research to enhance rather than overload creative work

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	10%

	Independent learning
	270
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	300
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Creative Writing Assignment
	to the equivalent of 6000 words
	80%



Assessment Component 2
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Reflective essay 
	2000 words
	20%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%





INDICATIVE READING LIST
	Module Code
	HPEN7018

	Module Title
	Writing Workshop: Researching and writing to a single focus

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Ackroyd, P. London: A Biography, London: Vintage, 2011.
	☒

	Essential
	Duffy, C.A. Rapture, London: Picador, 2010.
	☒

	Essential
	Edmund de Waal, The Hare with Amber Eyes, London: Chatto & Windus, 2010.
	☒

	Essential
	Tomalin, C. Dickens: A Life, London: Vintage, 2011.
	☒

	Essential
	Winterson, J. Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal, London: Vintage, 2012
	☒

	Essential
	Additional primary texts, appropriate to individual theme and interests will be selected by students in conjunction with their tutors.
	☐

	Further
	Anderson, L. Autobiography (The New Critical Idiom) London: Routledge, 2010
	☒

	Further
	Bell, J. Doing Your Research Project, Buckingham: Open University Press, 2005
	☒


	Further
	Blaxter, L. et al. How to Research, Buckingham: Open University Press, 2010.
	☐

	Further
	Butcher, J. Copy-Editing: The Cambridge Handbook for Editors, Authors and Publishers, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010. 
	☒

	Further
	Cline, S. The Arvon Book of Life Writing, London: Methuen, 2010.
	☒

	Further
	Dorner, J. The Internet: A Writer's Guide, London: A&C Black, 2001
	☐

	Further
	Gilles, M. Writing Lives, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009.
	☐

	Further
	Hamilton, N. How to do Biography, Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 2008.
	☐

	Further
	Hoffmann, A. Research for Writers, London: A&C Black, 2003.
	☐

	Further
	Lee, H. Body Parts: essays on life-writing, London: Pimlico, 2008.   
	☒

	Further
	Marcus, L. Autobiographical Discourses: Criticism, Theory, Practice, Manchester: Manchester  University Press, 1998.
	☒

	Further
	Osbourne, D. Writing Biography and Autobiography, London: A&C Black, 2004.
	☐





