Portfolio
Book Review
For the beginning of the portfolio, it will be looking into the politics that occurred during the First World War in Britain. This will be done by reviewing a chapter in John Turner’s book, Britain and the First World War, which has a chapter named British politics and the Great War.[footnoteRef:1] John Turner who had edited the book mentioned above is a lecturer in Bedford New College and at the Royal Holloway by teaching history. This piece will be looking into the overall content of the chapter, the style that it has been written in, the audience it has been written for and strengths and weaknesses that show. It will then be concluded with a section to summarise the chapter and the impact that it creates on the reader. [1:  John Turner, Britain and the First World War, (London: Unwin Hyman Ltd, 1988) p. 117.] 

When looking into the political chapter written by Turner, it is important to fully understand the content that is being discussed throughout the piece. Turner writes mostly about the impact that the First World War had on politics and the consequences that arise from the war, he does this by explaining in detail the four main active political parties that were in parliament during the war and the impact that these parties had and the position they were all in, in terms of power. He then discusses how the social class structure dynamic had been changed around because of the war and how this had also influenced the change of the political powers because the opinions of the public had changed surrounding the political parties. Turner also goes on to mention how it is important to view the development of the standards of parliament and how the voting system had worked at the time in Britain.
Throughout the chapter in Turner’s book about the political change in Britain during the First World War, he mentions mostly about how the war had impacted on the government that were in charge of the country at the time. He does this by discussing the political state the country had been in before the war had started and then leads on to mention about where the political parties had been situated in parliament at the time. This helps the reader gage into how the government had been run and it gives an insight into how the country had been succeeding in certain areas whilst highlighting the area that needed improvement at the time. In the chapter, Turner then mentions about how the war had impacted on the government surrounding the war efforts happening throughout the country and how this had changed the opinions of the people living in Britain at the time. He mentions in the book that people had thought ‘Patriotism and national unity would enable the government to avoid its political troubles until Christmas, by which time the war might be over’.[footnoteRef:2] This of course had not been the end of the war because it had gone on for a few years meaning that this was not what anyone had predicted, and it had carried through and impacted more than people had realised. The fact that there had been a war going on in the world, it meant that the parliament in power at the time thought that they would be able to ignore what had been happening throughout the United Kingdom regarding Wales and Ireland who were having problems that the government should have been sorting out. To the political party that had been in charge at the time, they might have seen this as an easy way out to ignore other important issues, however because of the length of the war this did not happen as they had lots to sort including issues evolving around the war. The war had brought along more problems for parliament to sort out because of the social dynamic changes that it presented throughout Britain because of the harshness people had to experience through the war. [2:  John Turner, Britain and the First World War, (London: Unwin Hyman Ltd, 1988) p. 118.] 

The writing style that John Turner uses throughout the book is very professional and informative to the reader. He manages to do this because it has been laid out in a fashion that is easy for the reader to follow and understand step-by-step of what had been happening at the time of the war meaning that even people who do not know much about this period and area of history can follow it in and understanding manner throughout. The section has also been spilt into different subheadings inside the paragraph which makes it clear to view on what area is being discussed inside the main topic in question.
When looking at the information presented in this book, it is clear that it has been written in 1988 which means that when looking into who the potential audience for this book may be for seems to be people in today’s modern society. This is because it has been written in a very in-depth and descriptive way for people who did not live in the First World War to understand the issues and concerns that arise from this era. The audience for this book could also be people in universities because it has been presented in an educational sense of writing that informs people the extent that the First World War had on parliament and politics at the time.
The strengths that have been presented in this piece are very evident, one of the first noticeable strengths is the layout because it brings a strong understanding of the order of which events occurred and how it led onto the next issue which has been written underneath it. Turner has included a lot of clear points throughout the piece which means the reader can clearly understand the main issues that come up during the war in the political parties. Another strength which has been shown in this piece of writing is the strong statements that have been gathered throughout. This is because Turner shows a strong opinion towards the war and the government at the time and makes sure that this has been shown in the chapter of politics. A weakness of this chapter in Turner’s book could be that it had been written in 1988 meaning that the piece in today’s society may be slightly outdated because of the changes that have occurred in the world since that time and the beliefs that people had have dramatically changed.
Personally, the chapter that has been researched in this piece is one that is very likeable. This is because of the insight that has been shown throughout the chapter of important information that has clearly been shown and the use of the subheadings means that it is an easy piece to follow throughout the chapter. It is also a likeable piece because even if someone is not very informed of this era, it has been presented so that anyone could pick up this book and understand what is happening. The chapter also has presented clear understanding of all the different political sides and explanations of how the war had impacted on them along with their leader’s opinion of the war that had been going on which influenced a lot of the government and public opinions at the time.
In conclusion, the chapter written by John Turner about the politics situation in the First World War is a fascinating piece to read. It has got a lot of strengths presented throughout the chapter which makes the piece important to read because it is very informative to readers even if they do not know this period of history very well. Despite the piece now being possibly outdated from when it had been created, it is still very compelling with the depiction of history evolving the world of politics and the detail that has been put into the chapter suggests that this will be around for many years to come for people to read and understand the extent of how the First World War changed the world of politics and the belief that people had at the time changed a dramatic amount. 

















Document Review[image: ][footnoteRef:3] [3:  E, J, Kealey, Women of Britain Say ‘Go!’, Imperial War Museum, London, (1915)] 

The poster above had been made during the First World War in 1915 for the influence to encourage men to go to war and fight for their country. The person who created and produced this had been called E J Kealey, after the parliamentary recruiting committee had requested posters to be made and placed throughout Great Britain for men to see all around. Due to this poster being created in 1915, this had been a year after the war had broken out and the army needed to try and get men to join the fight and by having these posters around had helped them influence the men to join on their own accord.
To understand the extent of this fascinating creation of a persuading poster it is important to gage what seems to be occurring in this. The poster above has a mother with what appears to be her two children, one a daughter and a young son, watching the men in army uniforms march off into the distance into nice blue skies and green grass hills along with the slogan ‘Women of Britain say – “Go!”. There appears to be many important messages that are being presented through this poster, one of the main messages is that it is the women of Britain who are encouraging the men to go and fight for them instead of the men encouraging each other to go. Another important message that is being shown is the soldiers that are walking into the nice blue sky and green grass in the distance which implies that the war office and parliament who created this image wanted it to look as if war is a nice place to go and there is nothing to worry about if they sign up and fight.
The history that surrounds this poster is incredible, one of the main reasons for this is because of the message that it is indicating for the men in Britain at the time that it was created. Instead of being a formal and private message from the military office forcing men to go and fight, they had used a more social technique that made men believe that it was for the people at home that needed them and not the military office. They did this by making the poster look like if the men had gone to war and fight, they were helping their poor and defenceless families because women and children could not go and fight meaning that it was just up to the men to go and do this. By doing this, it has also got the influence that the women of Britain are helping the encouragement of the war effort because of them being seen to influence the men to go for them it indicates that in the home the army would be expecting women to be pressing the men to go and fight. It suggests that by using the more defenceless people of society at the time in the poster, the men would not want to let them down and it creates a sense of responsibility that they need help and fight for them because this is something they are unable to go and do themselves. When researching into the meaning behind the poster of the time it had been created, the military office and recruitment people had decided to use a more commercial technique throughout all of the posters to encourage the men to go to war so that they can help protect the people and families at home in Britain.
During the war, there had been a big increase of propaganda usage in items like posters to boost the morale of the country as well as to gain support from the people who lived in Britain at the time. This had been done because the country wanted to try and gain the more positive outlook on war and by doing this, they created posters that depicted war to be something that was not to be fearer or scary. This had of course not been the case in the real experience of life during World War One as the men experienced so many issues that should not be witnessed by the human eye. Despite the propaganda that has been used in this poster, the overall effect had helped the women in Britain massively. This is because they had to take up the jobs that the men would typically do meaning that they were now getting paid to do the same work and gained more independence to raising a family instead of relying completely on the men of the family to provide everything for them.
Overall, this poster that has been created in an effect to help and support the men of Britain to go and fight for the women and children at home has a massive impact on the men in the country. From the placement of the women and children watching their father and husband go off to fight from the comfort of their home and the men marching off into the nice weather in the distance makes a big positive outlook from the imagery of the poster. The way that the war office and parliament office had thought of the idea of making this a more family-based poster and including the women is a fascinating outlook and definitely would have encouraged the men to go and fight because it had not been done in a pushing or authoritative way which might have not made the men want to go if it had been done in this way. In conclusion, this had been used as a positive impact on the men and women throughout Britain to go to war and also the support of encouraging each other from the home life perspective would have been a great influence for everyone involved. It shows that the recruitment office had a clear expectation that they wanted to achieve with these posters, and they did manage to do this.
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