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The term “civil law’’ comes from the Latin “jus civile’’ by which the Romans said that the laws are only for the Roman citizen, and they were the only ones to enjoy. For the rest of the people, there was the “jus gentium’’. In the past there was a very strict legal system with limited procedural forms, and it was established in the office of the “proctor’’.
The common law 
Is associated with its origin and development in England, where social, economic, and political history together with the foundation of its law comes from the feudal system and its incidents. Dainow, J(1966, pg.426)
Different studies of civil law and common law are shown the result is approximately the same in both systems. The common law starts with a case-law basis and includes legislative points. On the other hand, civil law starts with a legislative basis and includes developments of case law.Dainow,J(1966,pg.427)
The legal system is based on the constitution. A constitution is made of rules which are followed by a country’s system of government which in most cases will be a written document, but in some countries including Britain, the constitution is not written down in only one document so is known as an unwritten constitution.
[bookmark: _Hlk129339529]Constitutions set out principles needed when the law is made and how it is made, and distribute power between the Government, Parliament, and the Judiciary. Whiting a country should be basic values that should be followed by the citizens like the idea that no citizen should be punished unless they have broken the law and that specific freedoms and rights must be guaranteed, and the state from overpassing them (Allbon and Sanmeet Kaur Dua,2020, pg.4)
The unwritten constitution 
Is not common for Britain not to have a written constitution and the fact that the British constitution doesn’t have a specific document, doesn’t mean that there is no constitution but a country has rules about who is in power to govern, what they can or cannot do with that power and how it can be transferred it means it has a constitution even if there is not even a single constitutional document. The constitution has been built over many years and is practical and responding to new modern problems like the attempt to prorogue Parliament in 2019. It means that some points from the Constitution still are for debate and this has happened because its sources don’t include only Acts of Parliament and Judicial decisions they are known as Conventions which are written down even if are not in one document. Conventions are like social rules not like law and people should follow these conventions (Allbon and Sanmeet Kaur Dua,2020, pg.5)
Constitution has three basic principles: separation of powers, the supremacy of parliament, and the rule of Law.
The separation of powers was developed by the French philosopher Montesquieu who said that all state powers can be divided into executive, legislative, and judicial. The executive includes police and civil servants, the legislative is the Parliament and the judicial power is the judges. He judged that power is better to be given to a different body rather than to a single person or group. The reason is that the body can supervise the activities of others and make sure they behave properly. The role of the Government is to follow the legislation made by the Parliament and the courts to interpret the legislation given by the Parliament and implemented by the Government.
The supremacy of the Parliament 
The parliament is the primary and highest source of English law, and once it, s been passed following the rules of parliamentary procedure it has to be applied by the courts. Dicey, the legal philosopher explained that the Parliament has ‘under English Constitution, the right to make and unmake any law, and further, no person or body is recognized by the law of England as having a right to override or set aside the legislation of Parliament (Allbon and Sanmeet Kaur Dua,2020, pg.6)
Parliament Accountability is another important principle of the constitution meaning that the Government and its policies can be recognized by MP, elected in the Parliament so they can protect the citizens from the government’s power.
The rule of law is the third principle of the constitution which according to Dicey it has three elements: no sanction without a breach, everyone should be governed by law and the rights of a person should not be secured by a written constitution, but by the judges in normal law. In 2007 a group called JUSTICE manifested against the rule of law and they suggested that governments should: follow international standards of HR, stop the judges’ independence and the legal profession, protect the right to a fair trial, promote equality before the law, and access to justice all the time (Allbon and Sanmeet Kaur Dua,2020, pg.12-13)
SOURCES OF LAW are described as different things connected to the law and are made up of 8 main sources classed as very important. The law in day by day is a case law meaning that a judge-made decision that includes rules will be followed in a future court case. 
The Supreme Court has been replaced in June 2003 by the House of Lords by the Labour government. 
Separation from Parliament
 In the consultation, was mentioned that this reform was appropriate to increase the independence of the Judiciary from the Parliament and the court. The benefit of this change is that the court doesn’t sit anymore in the Palace of Westminster where there is a shortage of space and is now based in a new building opposite Parliament. The disadvantage is regarding the financial arrangement as in the past the House of Lords’ expenses fell under Parliament’s budget but now fall under the Ministry of Justice and this can generate general cuts to reduce the nation’s debt. 
Jurisdiction. The Supreme Court can hold appeals from all over places in the UK, both civil and criminal, and only civil from Scotland. Cases related to Human Rights can be heard by the Court of Justice in the EU(Allbon and Sanmeet Kaur Dua,2020, pg.22) 
MEMBERSHIP It has a maximum of 12 full-time judges, and they are called “Justices of the Supreme Court. The judges don’t become Lords automatically; instead, the males take the title of ‘Sir ’and the female take the title of ‘Dame’. In the Supreme Court, each case is heard by five judges but seven or nine judges can sit together if is an important case. The Supreme Court at work tried to be more accessible, open, and friendly with the media. The layout of the Supreme Court building brings the judges together, to sit closer to each other when they are preparing their judgment.
An example from Article 50 case of R (on the application of Miller and Dos Santos) v The Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union (2017),11 judges sat to hear the case. Hearings at the Supreme Court are usually short and last around 2 days (Allbon and Sanmeet Kaur Dua,2020, pg.23-24) 
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