Start at my feet Commentary.

The poster I created was based around school A, they pride themselves on making sure the school is a safe and welcoming place for everyone. School A was established at its current site in 2001. It is a fully English medium primary school that fully cater for its children, families and the wider community, School website (2022). it is a school that is in a county with high poverty rates. Around 29% of the children in school A are eligible for free school meals. Majority of the children that attend the school come from the immediate area. On top of that the 2016 Estyn report also mentions that around 25% of the students identify as having additional learning needs, this includes 10 pupils that have ‘a statement of special educational needs’, the school received a budget of £4,712 per pupil, the maximum being £6,870 and the minimum being £3,427, the school is placed 8th out of 61 primary schools in their area in terms of school budgets, Estyn (2016).  In my main body I am going to talk about how the challenges of the area may affect the way the school runs and how the teachers teach their class, some of these challenges include poverty and children that come from difficult backgrounds.  I will also talk about some of the techniques the teachers use to combat these local challenges. For example, the Take what you need corner that we first saw while on bridging at school A.  


	
	Targets 
	What have I done in this assignment?

	Target 1
	Ensure both theorists are in both discussion and referencing 
	I referenced Bronfenbrenner when talking about the relationship between the school and parents 

	Target 2
	Provide more counter arguments when recommendations are made or critically evaluate aspects to be caustics with. 
	I have ensured I made recommendations and spoke about what may be a problem with them.

	Target 3 
	Use more appropriate sources
	I used as many appropriate sources as possible e.g. .gov and the school website 






According to the areas County Council (revised 2023) during 2021/22 school A’s County was in the higher brackets for both relative and absolute child poverty.  At the heart of the school is their ability to provide all the children with the best education they can. The way they believe they can start this process is by providing home visits to families before they enter the school. Home visits provide the school with the opportunity to get the bigger picture of their students, they also allow for the safeguarding officer that is doing the home visit to give the adults the best access to any resources that they may need.  In a community that is as deprived as this one during these visits the school may come to find that some of the parents of these children are illiterate themselves and may find it difficult to fill out forms of any kind, so they can use the visits as an opportunity to help these parents with filling out said forms.  During a study in 2006, 26 students in foundation phase were given home visits at the start of the year and at the end of the year and they found that ‘visits lead to improved communication with the parents, better understanding of the child, and better understanding of the impact of the child’s home environment as it relates to school performance.’ (springer link, 2006), this proves that these home visits have an impressive impact on the relationship between the school and the parents that may not have been there if the visits did not happen.  School has a multitude of ways they try to help the families that may be struggling with poverty, the first being their Take what you need trolleys and corner. The trolleys are in every classroom and contain everyday essentials for children in school such as fruits, then in seasons with more extreme weather they have appropriate resources such as hats for in the winter and sun cream for in the summer. The Take what you need corner is for the wider community and has everyday essentials like sanitary products and donated school uniform. School A found that the washing up liquid and nappies are what they needed to restock most often, almost every day for some weeks. This take what you need corner is fully funded through the staff and anyone who would wish to donate old things from the local community.  School A holds many events that get the adults from the student’s households involved, one example could the soup kitchen that the year 5’s held for the underprivileged of the community while we were there for bridging. This was open to anyone in the community however you mainly saw families that already had children in the school attend. By doing this kind of event the wellbeing of many of the children and families will increase. The same thing could be said about the choir that the school hold it is ran once a week and is open to anyone in the community.  These kinds of events are what form the mesosystem, Berk (2000, quoted in Paquette and Ryan 2001) described this layer as ‘this layer provides the connection between the structures of the child’s microsystem’, having these kinds of events forms stronger links between the child’s mesosystems and allows the child to see that they are not two different worlds but one in the same where the adults in their lives are just trying to help them succeed. As mentioned before School A prides themselves on the school being a safe space, one of the ways they aim to achieve this is by using their community room. This is room is for any children or families that are of a minority, for example the refugees from war torn countries such as Ukraine, they use this room to bring in the families to be able to do activates with the children. While also meeting other children that are in the same situation. This is  very similar to the mini explorers programme that the school is a part of,  the hopes for this programme is to bring these service children together, ‘The Mini Explorers initiative was implemented to provide a space for our Service children to meet peers who are in a similar position to themselves, in order to set up a peer support network (hopefully lifelong) and to increase cross year group friendships.’ Sscecyrmu (2022).  School also looks to organisations outside of the local community these include Mr phormula who is a Welsh beat boxer who comes into schools to talk about the environment and people like flying start and forest schools who all work with the school to provide as much support to children as possible. A large amount of the flying start children in Pembroke dock will end up transferring into the school it’s self instead of looking for a new primary school. Flying start is a nursery inside of the school that has its own set of staff. 


 School A places a large enthesis on the rights of the children and the children having their voice, ‘in 2011 the Welsh Government introduced the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011’ (gov.wales 2011), It was from this point that the rights of the child act was made by law to be promoted to children and young people so they understand the rights they have and know if they’re rights are being provided properly. During Bridging Teacher, A said that at the start of each year the classes would all go through the 52 articles and decide which rights resonated with them the most, once the class had decided on these rights, they would then be placed all throughout the classroom for the whole year which you could clearly see as you walked around the school and going into each class. The way the school had the class choose which rights they resonated with the most gave the class a feeling of voice and a say in the way that they were taught which before the new curriculum you may not have seen. One example of the rights being protected in school a is how they go about article 19, ‘the right to be protected from being hurt and mistreated, in body and mind.’ (dual frequency 2023). They did this by using a multitude of techniques one being the mood monsters, these are daily check-ins available to every child in the class in which the child would have a photo of their face and be able to place it onto a wall with all the mood monsters and be able to express how they are feeling without the pressure of needing to go up to an adult and explicitly telling them. During my bridging experience I saw a child place their name onto the sad mood monster and once the teacher had noticed she went over to the child and had a quiet conversation with them to see what was wrong and try to see if there was anything they could do to help. The new curriculum for Wales was brought into effect in 2022 and with it brough the four purposes which are, to be ambitious capable learners, enterprising creating contributors, ethically informed citizens and healthy confident individuals. School A is pioneer school which means that they worked with the Welsh government and other pioneer schools to steer the development of this new curriculum in the right way, while they were doing this, they created characters for each of the four purposes in the hopes that the children would be able to relate to the characters. They use these characters often by asking the children if they believe they are showing these characteristics in certain situations that happen in daily school life.  Along with the four purposes School A places a large amount of their time to ensure the 12 pedagogical principles are being upheld, the best example I found while on bridging was how they completed principles three and four, while I was in year one Teacher B mentioned that throughout the day the class is split into three groups and all of the groups will do 20 minutes with the teacher, 20 minutes with the TA and 20 minutes of independent work. The 40 minutes with the TA and teacher, complies with principle 3 and the independent work complies with principle 4. The independent work is known as amser cwest in which the class has a choice of tasks that are in line with the current theme and stay for the week. These tasks can range from having to work with their peers, to completely independent work. It also always has at least one digital task involved. 


In conclusion with everything that I have seen in bridging and found out through my own research, the ways that schools interact and work with the community can greatly depend on the situation that the community is in.  For example, School A which is in an area that is full of poverty is not going to work with the community in the same way that a school in a highly privileged area would.  However, it seems greatly beneficial to have a good relationship with the community as that can only help the children Develop, as the African Proverb said, ‘it takes a village to raise a child’ Teacher A (2023).  Having a good relationship with not only the closer community to the school such as parents but also the wider community allows the school to give the children more opportunities and experiences. One thing I would recommend is that during my time in bridging it was mentioned that the number of traveller children coming to school is decreasing so they may want to attempt to engage with that side of the community more. This may not work however as this community may have already made up their mind on school and that may just worsen the relationship even further.  With all the knowledge I have accessed I believe that moving forward I will take the mood monsters on board I truly believe they are a great way for the children to develop emotionally and be able to express how they feel without having to come talk to an adult, the counter argument to this is that some children may not fully take it seriously. This could link to the listening to learner’s standard that is a part of the QTS, this links in the way that I would be able to listen to how the children are feeling and hopefully find a way to help them out. 
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