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Theatre Review of Twelfth Night at Globe Theatre 2012

Title of play: Twelfth Night or what it will
Author:          William Shakespeare
Date of performance:  2012 Globe Theatre
Director:       Tim Carroll
Main cast: Viola, Cesario, Orsino, Olivia, Maria, Malvolio


"If music be the food of love, play on," is one of, if not the, most popular lines from Shakespeare's play 'Twelfth Night or what you will,' which was emphasised during the Globe Theatre 2012 production of the play. The play, directed by Tim Carroll, exemplifies how music enhances emotions, epitomizing the play's open line. Furthermore, the humour, deep emotions, and wittiness of the characters cannot be overlooked throughout the play's performance. This production brought the story of Twelfth Night to life.
Though simple, I believe the set design for the production was effective. The set included props such as a bench, table, and chairs, allowing the audience to concentrate solely on the characters throughout the play. Furthermore, despite the limited and basic props, the transitions between scenes were smooth and timely. Having the band upstairs also contributed to the set design's effectiveness in keeping the audience completely engaged with the characters. It also provides the characters with more space on stage, allowing them to move around freely while performing. Furthermore, the costumes worn by each of the actors were accurate to the play and maintained the Elizabethan era of dress, which added to the play's execution. Oliva's dress, for example, is a traditional Elizabethan gown that emphasises her role as a female as well as her status as a woman of high standing. The lighting throughout the play was executed professionally, complementing the mood and atmosphere of the play.
Though difficult to identify from the play text, the emphasis on music and its power was highlighted throughout the performance of the play, resulting in a lively and entertaining performance from the cast. For example, when Feste sings for Sir Toby and Sir Andrew, they both become animated and begin singing as well, demonstrating the power of music. When Feste sings for Orsino the Duke and Cesario, however, they both become emotional, emphasising the power of music even more. The romantic music and songs used throughout the play were perfect for this production because they emphasised love, which is a theme in the play. Furthermore, the musical interlude that appeared between different scenes throughout the play was effective because it captivated the audience's attention and helped to strengthen some of the scenes in the play. 
The attention to detail was also evident throughout the play's performance. The cast was well-versed, and their delivery was on point, indicating that they had been well-rehearsed. The cast's use of accent, as well as their annotations on their lines, help to bring out the humour in the text, which can be difficult to find when just reading. Sir Toby, for example, speaks with an accent that reveals his drunkenness and mischievous behaviour. The language of the play text was adopted and used throughout the play, which I believe helped the audience stay tuned in. Adopting the play's text language also contributes to the play's authenticity.
This production was enjoyable to watch because of its talented and witty cast. For example, when the fool, Feste, and Olivia were arguing about who was the fool, Feste brought the scene to life with his hilarious antics and savvy wit. Furthermore, his chemistry with the rest of the cast was palpable, particularly with Sir Toby and Sir Andrew. His singing added to the production's entertainment value. Throughout the play, Viola, who later becomes Cesario, demonstrates a wide range of versatility. His ability to switch between characters without confusing the different roles was outstanding. Furthermore, the cast's ability to continue their lines uninterrupted even when the audience is laughing highlights their talent and how exceptional they were throughout the play. Overall, this cast's performances were excellent; they added depth and meaning to their roles, which drew the audience in even more.
Gender roles, one of the interpretations of the play text, were emphasised throughout this production. The play demonstrates how certain roles can be played by anyone, regardless of gender. Viola, for example, disguised herself as a man in order to be hired by the Duke, a role she excelled at. As a result, the audience is led to believe that gender roles are not fixed and that both men and women can play the same roles in society. 
Another interpretation of the play text is that it emphasises identity. This was demonstrated by the use of costumes. Viola, for example, disguised herself as a man to conceal her identity. She was dressed not only like a man, but also like her brother, Sebastian, emphasising his confusion about his identity. It should be noted that this change of identity benefited her because as a male, she had a voice that she did not have as a female. 
The play also emphasizes love and its power to transform. This was visible in several situations during the performance. For example, Olivia, who is represented as a high-status woman, loses her decorum in front of Cesario by displaying her face and removing her ring with her lips due to her deep love for him, demonstrating her obsessiveness towards him. It was also clear that she struggled to explain her feelings to Cesario. She was able to open up and be herself after falling in love with Sebastian. Also, Malvolio, who began the play stern and full of himself, was turned into one who started wearing yellow stockings as well as a big smile after believing that Olivia loved him and that he had a possibility of being with her. Despite the fact that this was not the case, the event obviously shaped Malvolio into a humble persona. These episodes depict the characters' hardships and delight as they attempted to convey their affections for one another. 
Throughout the play, the theme of deception was emphasised. This was evident in the scene where Maria, Sir Toby, and Sir Andrew all became happy and rejoiced after the plan to deceive Malvolio was explained. Furthermore, after Malvolio received the letter and assumed it was from Olivia, they rejoiced even more. The deception was also visible when Viola presented herself as a man dressed in man clothing, leading Olivia to believe she was a man and fall in love with her. These deceptions, while humorous to the cast, had an impact on the characters involved, highlighting to the audience the effects of deception.
Throughout the production, comedy and humour were also highlighted. There were many comical scenes throughout the play, which I believe helped the audience understand the play text better. This was evident with the use of dialect, intonation, and voice. For example, Malvolio's reading of the letter he thought was from Olivia is quite amusing and invites laughter. Furthermore, while he was reading the letter, Sir Toby, Sir Andrew, and Fabian were hiding in a small tree behind him, but he couldn't see them, demonstrating Malvolio's naiveté. On a few occasions, they came perilously close to being caught. A comical scene which made the audience and myself laugh because it was quite amusing. These comic scenes, I believe, were effective because they helped me understand the play and the play text.
'Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon them,' says Shakespeare in Twelfth Night. To summarise, I believe the director and cast achieved greatness with this production at the Globe Theatre in 2012. The play was enjoyable because of the talented cast and witty script, as well as the comic scenes. The production maintained the play's text's authenticity by using Shakespeare’s language to emphasise the play's various themes such as gender roles, identity, and love. Furthermore, this production showcases theatrical arts and the attention and attention to detail which exemplifies the director’s vision. The play Twelfth Night, which was performed at the Globe Theatre in 2012, is a must-see for anyone interested in Shakespeare's writing; his writing came to life here.
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