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Essay topic : Examine the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service.

 I would like to start with quick introduction about the essay topic, share my opinion and provide some thesis about it. What is policing by consent? What importance it has in our society? What I’m understand by that, and how it impacts nowadays police service. Policing by consent, by that I understand that police and community must cooperate in the name of their own goods. Police need to cooperate with local community and not only, police officers need to have a more impact in the local life in communities , they have to step out of the shadow and be more visible for people . Over the years I was a witness of few antipolice strikes, riots. Due to the bad reputation of police after accidents like the one that happens in 10 April 1981 known as a Brixton riots where police use their laws and forces wrong , this is a good example of how policing by contest don’t look like or I can put here the happenings from May 25, 2020 USA known as a ’’ George Floyd case ‘’, in shortcut a 44-year-old white police oficer was charged with murder of a 46-year-old black man. The consequences of the incident were tragic, people start the riots on the streets, it start another racial divides, the police good name has been again tarnished, both cases were very similar and their consequences. Reputation and public trust for the police are their most important assets, specifically because of the policing by consent approach it adopts. If the public no longer respect, support and work together  with the police, this fundamental approach is broken. Police forces were reformed and shape by the time and a lot of accidents or happenings that help go into the conclusion of, where we made a mistake? what can we improve? how build trust? what can we do to make people believe police is here to help and they on the good side. I have couple ideas of what police should change and improve nowadays. I think one of the best ways is to build trust by the police in their local communities, how to do that? Its very simple , invest in the people , programs and things that surround them , there are a many of non-profits and charities organisations that would like to be and want to be support by their local police departments , personally I can relate to this as a current citizen of city Swansea I don’t really see any visible steps that police is doing to help local charities , which I would love to see being change in the future , I can tell I will try once I step in to the police forces. This kind of partnership may increase positive interactions between police and community members. However relationship between the police and the public has changed over the last years in good way as we can see people are more likely open to talk and cooperate with police forces, support. The support is based upon the transparency of police powers, integrity of the police in exercising and enforcing powers, and an answerable accountability for their actions.Very helpful to understand what ‘policing by consent’ is might be wrote by Sir Robert Peel's 9 principles which are :
PRINCIPLE 1 “The basic mission for which the police exist is to prevent crime and disorder.”
PRINCIPLE 2 “The ability of the police to perform their duties is dependent upon public approval of police actions.”
PRINCIPLE 3 “Police must secure the willing cooperation of the public in voluntary observance of the law to be able to secure and maintain the respect of the public.”
PRINCIPLE 4 “The degree of cooperation of the public that can be secured diminishes proportionately to the necessity of the use of physical force.”
PRINCIPLE 5 “Police seek and preserve public favor not by catering to the public opinion but by constantly demonstrating absolute impartial service to the law.”
PRINCIPLE 6 “Police use physical force to the extent necessary to secure observance of the law or to restore order only when the exercise of persuasion, advice and warning is found to be insufficient.”
PRINCIPLE 7 “Police, at all times, should maintain a relationship with the public that gives reality to the historic tradition that the police are the public and the public are the police; the police being only members of the public who are paid to give full-time attention to duties which are incumbent on every citizen in the interests of community welfare and existence.”
PRINCIPLE 8 “Police should always direct their action strictly towards their functions and never appear to usurp the powers of the judiciary.”
PRINCIPLE 9 “The test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder, not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with it.”
Reading these points I can honestly say the policing by consent mean that police should working for the people and with people , be for the people ,  it basically mean that the police’s power comes from the consent of the general public, as a guards of law and order on the streets and not only. A lot of is up to the approach police take, how they deal with matter. According to the Sir Robert Peel “The Police are the Public; the Public are the Police. The Police are paid to give full time attention to duties that are incumbent upon every citizen in the interest of community welfare and existence.” Reading this I’m personally think this is what I wrote before, police is to serve to the public, they are public as well, we need do looking for the things we can do better together, increase trust to each other . Police need the public respect too, and all these things go in common. The impact it has upon the nowadays policing, a decrease in disorder and anti- social behaviour, it not really means people stop committed crimes because of that, but we can observe a significant decrease in the antipolice behaviours. Something has been changed, and it it’s a good change we can observe that a rise in confidence, trust, and in community perceptions of the police has been changed which I’m really like and I’m satisfied with as an aspiring future police officer. I would love to live in society where police are respect by all the people, where police and community cooperate, but this is not only about what police can do to improve but also what community can do. Personally, I’m thinking of approach from people to their local police forces, help them when they are asking questions answer, and say only true and facts that help to make the situation clear. Don’t make the investigations more complicated by hidden facts and information. Community which trusts in their law enforcement might be the most important fact in the mater of having safe community, if the people understand law and if they will comply with them the community would have been much safer. Easy steps like this can easily improve the relationship between police and community. There is couple more practice like just show to your local police forces a respect. Police must have the support from the local people they are serving for. All my thesis and examples I take from long time research in the topic also from my own experience, my own experience was very helpful with understanding topic and going to the conclusion what should we improve and change, just think of the society where would you like to live. I want to live in society where police and civils ale treat with respect where we can count on each other and have that in mind the police is here to help, as well as a future police officer I would like to know I can get help from my local community. At the end of my essay, I want to cite one of my favourite quotes about the safe community ‘’ We are not here to curse the darkness, but to light the candle that can guide us thru that darkness to a safe and sane future’’, John F. Kennedy. The author means by that, even if we cannot completely fight the evil, cause as we know there are bad and good people, we can together go through it and help each other. Light candle in the dark is symbolize as a good between the evil. I understand by that we all as a society should go together and help each other as well as we should help police and police should help us to improve and make the society safe. I personally believe I’m proof that all these examples explain what policing by consent is and show how it impact modern day police. All the thesis and examples were support by the long information research , credible sources.
