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The main aim of this assignment is to define terrorism. This will be done by looking at the terms used, such as terror, terrorism and terrorist for example and the disadvantages that are faced worldwide. To make this evidence based, this assignment will take a chosen group of ISIS and link in the ideology, structure and methods and why this could lead to ISIS being termed as terrorists and why they should be. 

A terrorist is defined within the UK by Gov by actively doing or using threats to intentionally harm and/or intimate the public or to get the attention of an international government organisation to influence them. They also explain how it must be to promote either religious, racial, political or ideological causes (Gov, 2020).  This is different to America where international terrorism is defined to be criminal acts of violence committed by an indiviual/groups that are associated or inspired by a “designated foreign terrorist organisations” (Gov, 2016). This is also backed up in the Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Act 1989 (Lord, Carlile, 2007).

Examples of the above definition may include: serious violence against a person or damage to property; endangering a person's life (other than that of the person committing the action); creating a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public; action designed to seriously interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system. It is important to note that in order to be convicted of a terrorism offence a person doesn't actually have to commit what could be considered a terrorist attack. Planning, assisting and even collecting information on how to commit terrorist acts are all crimes under British Terrorism Legislation (Gov, 2020). 

ISIS  (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) or also known as ISIL ( (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) are a group that was first started when they were inspired by Al Qaeda, another terrorist group started by Osama Bin Laden.  They are a Sunni jihadist group who claim authority over all Muslims and have strong violent ideology which calls itself Caliphate - meaning it is a political-religous belief that jeopardizes the Muslim community (Rhoades et al 2019).

There is no single ideology of ISIS and each individual member of ISIS has their own ideology and are driven by multiple factors. However, saying this, not all members are even aware about the ideology or know there is one (Bunzel, 2015).

ISIS have mulitple political and religious beliefs, again backing up the UK’s definition of terrorism that says there must be a religious or political agenda (Binmansour, 2016). Another ideology of ISIS that backs up the statement that they are a terrorist group is that to establish their long-term capability it must meet halfway between exercising control (through means of terror) and acceptance– especially given the growing worldwide interest and resolve to take action against it. As previously indicated, the Islamic State aims to legitimise its acts by citing religion.  In terms of religious appeal, a self-declared Caliphate must appear to represent or show  significant ideas. As a result, ISIS employs the widely held Salafist belief that all Muslims should and must return to the unity and simplicity that they believe marked the early stages of their religion.  It may appear that ISIS' appeal, both inside and outside its areas of power, is morally linked to the global terrorism description. Unlike al Qaeda, however, ISIS' doctrine places a greater emphasis on extreme upheaval in 'Muslim States' than on carrying out direct assaults on such countries' outside partners (McQuaid, 2015).

Caliphate is the political-religious state comprising the land and people of the Muslim community under its dominion in the centuries following the death of the Prophet Mohammad.  Ruled by a Caliph, who held temporal and sometimes a degree of spiritual authority, the empire of the Caliphate grew rapidly through conquest during its first two centuries to include most of Southwest Asia, North Africa, and Spain.  Dynastic struggles later brought about the Caliphate’s decline, and it ceased to exist as a functioning political institution with the Mongol of Baghdad in 1258 (Dogan, 2018).

A commonly used phrase by Muslims as a peaceful reminder of their commitment to their religion is “Allahu Akbar”.  Its meaning is “God is greater” in Arabic.  The phrase is traditionally used in Islamic prayers and is broadcast as a call to prayer.  In the same way that Christians use “amen”, Muslims repeat it in unison to show approval to a speaker. This enforces the fact that there is a religious motive behind what they do, proving they should be deemed terrorists (Smith, 2021). 

Iraq, Iran and Afghanistan are among the Muslim countries that feature the phrase on their national flags.  Many Islamist extremists have co-opted “Allahu Akbar” as a war cry. There are reports of many Jihadis uttering the phrase before killing. These extremists – including those fighting for  – claim to be carrying out crimes in the name of Islam, although the vast majority of Muslims condemn their actions. The phrase was first linked with terrorism in the wake of 9/11. A document which said “Shout 'Allahu Akbar' because this strikes fear in the hearts of the non-believers' ' was found in the luggage of one of the hijackers. In this incident this is to spread fear and to intimidate people (Smith, 2021). 

When you think of a terrorist attack, you may immediately think of the weapons involved as being bombs, guns or knives, but it has been reported that the latest form of deadly mass violence has weaponized something far more commonplace: cars or vans. NBC News reported that six of the last nine terrorist attacks in Western Europe have used trucks, vans or SUVs that have been driven into public crowds, causing multiple casualties.  The attacks sometimes continue when the attackers flee their vehicles and inflict further damage in the surrounding area. An example of this could be on the third of June in London, a van was driven into a crowd of people on London bridge and a similar incident where an SUV drove into people near Parliament and this resulted in four people being killed and a police officer stabbed (Petulla, 2017).

A terror attack that the IS took responsibility for is the London bridge stabbing on November 29th 2019 (Villas-Boas, 2019). Usman Khan, 28, stabbed two people to death and wounded three others. This was a terror related attack as Khan wanted to terrorise and cause harm to others and IS have taken responsibility and in which can only be looked at for a religious or political gain. Khan was also wearing a fake suicide vest to further the fear. Usman Khan, was also previously arrested in 2012 after plotting another terrorist attack (BBC, 2019).

Another reason ISIS should be labelled as a terrorist group/organisation is because of the tactics they use. Using the attack previously talked about, Usman Khan’s weapon was a big knife and a fake suicide vest. A fake suicide vest made with non violent objects is a tactic used to incite fear which backs up the statement of ISIS being a terrorist organisation as it matches the UK definition to use threats and/or intimidate the public (BBC, 2019). 

Social media and the internet is also a big platform for terrorists to recruit and spread panic. Within the UKs definition this is still classed as terrorism as it it spreading fear and to unnerve people (Davison, 2021).

In spite of the fact that terrorism isn’t a new problem, the use of the internet has been made more and more aware for a platform use for terrorism activites. ISIS has been one of the most active terrorism groups to utilise and exploit the internet in use of threats, videos and recruitment (Hossain, 2018). Gov (2017) explains that since 2014, with the help of online supporters ISIS has developed the most skillful English language and breakthrough messaging capabilities of any defined Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO) demonstrated within the UK they are proven terrorists. They use multiple platforms such as telegrams and twitter to release messages or videos.  This is a major problem as it can target young and impressionable children to join who are likely to be using these different platforms (Awan, 2017).

In a contradictory argument, Cronin, (2015) seems to think that ISIS should not be termed as terrorists. In her argument she explains that ISIS is not a terrorism organisation, unlike Al Queda and they just use terrorism as a tactic.  

The Executive Director and Founder of the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT), Dr Boaz Ganor, calls for the implementation of a worldwide definition for terrorism. He explains that without this effectiveness of a worldwide definition, society will never get to a good level of counter terrorism. Dr Ganor goes on to explain how even though this would be the best option, there are two reasons the panel keep dismissing it, being that even though it would be good, it may be impossible as they will never come to an agreement. This statement is supported by and helps to justify it by the phrase “One man’s terrorist is another man's freedom fighter” (Dr Boaz, 2013).

Dr Boaz Ganor proposes his definition, “terrorism is the deliberate use of violence aimed against civilians, in order to achieve political ends”.  In this he suggests political ends such as social, economic, nationallisitc, religious as well as ideological  (Dr Boaz, 2013).

The next reason that keeps stopping this happening is that the world doesn't need a worldwide definition as so far services and society are fighting terrorism just fine with the international terrorism resulations. The argument against having a worldwide definition says that if the government criminalises all acts that terrorists commit, then there is no need to have a definition as it will not help.  To combat all terrorist organisations and reach the well needed higher level of counter terrorism, it is of the utmost important to make a universal definition - as without this and without agreeing what terrorism is - how can it be stopped? He also asks how, without this happening, can anyone judge another person for being a member within a terrorist group? (Dr Boaz, 2013).

Another theory against why we should have this worldwide definition is how can you expect state from state or internationally to extradite terrorists without having the same definition of terrorists and terrorism?  (Dr Boaz, 2013).

Dr Boaz Ganor also talks about a scenario to legitimise his definition. He says how he understands that on a battlefield there are no questions asked whether or not someone is a terrorist if they are shooting back at you; however, terrorist targets can be civilians and people are not going to seize terrorism completely in the battlefield. He calls for a much more strategic counter terrorism strategies - however, he believes that the world will never get to this point without the definition  (Dr Boaz, 2013). 

Schmidt & Jongman 1988 also looks at the issues faced surrounding there not being a universal definition and the differences there are right now. Within their study they found there to be one hundred and nine definitions of terrorism. When looked at in more depth, they found 41.5% have the word psychological, only 47% have the word threat which can only suggest that within these countries the threat of an attack may not be regarded as a terrorist action.  51% have the word fear and terror and 65% say it is political and 83.5% contain the word violence. From this study, Schmidt & Jongman have expressed their concerns on the issues the world may face. It is shown that with a worldwide definition, it can provide a legal framework to investigators and to help understand what the current threats are worldwide and provide learning points for the future (Schmidt et al, 1988).

When looking at approaches when deciding whether terrorsim should be defined by legal professionals, academic or political mainly there are a couple areas to keep in mind. Legal professionals could be people such as the police, the arguments for this could be they have seen it first hand and also can provide frameworks and legislations, however they may be biased. When looking at whether or not academics should be mainly involved with the defining of terrorism they have a good knowledge of terrorism; however, they have never had face to face practical experience and may have a different outlook if they were there. Lastly, looking at the political views, they may define terrorism in a way that suits the world in a poliitical way and not fully to combat terrorism. An example of this could be countries that bomb other countries which is not defiend as terrorism as their definition contradicts it (Newburn, 2007).

Louise Richardson in ‘What terrorists want?’ also touches upon the statement that “one man's freedom fighter is another man's terrorist” and explains how most terrorists won’t class themselves as a terrorist but more of a freedom fighter. Bin Laden expressed how he thought this, how he believes he is not oppressed and is a free man and can live freely under his faith and what he believes is right (Richardson, 2007).

She also explains that the definition of the term terrorist is one of a defamatory nature and indeed one that terrorists themselves find ‘discredit and isolate’ their cause.  In fact, terrorism is - put simply - ‘deliberately and violently targeting civilians for a political purpose’.  It is argued that if the act were not for a political reason, then it is simply a crime and should be treated as such.  The fact that the acts of terror are more for a psychological impact rather than a physical one sets them apart from other forms of political violence (Richardson, 2007).

Overall, it is clear that it would be in the best interest internationally to combat terrorism and have the best counter terrorism strategies if there is a worldwide definition, regardless of the contradictory arguments talked about through this assignment. 
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