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INTRODUCTION

With multiple introductions to the world’s destructive communications network, it is important to notice that the conventional methods of imparting information in schools, colleges and high learner institutions have also been greatly affected.
According to the data presented, it has been reported that the online education industry has a worldwide value of approximately EUR 38 billion. The learning management system is also used by higher institutions offering online degrees and these offering classroom lectures to help students keep track of their learning materials and development.
Moodle has recently grown into one of the most common learning platforms for students with the emergence of the Covid 19 Pandemic. The scheme is pushed to use 90% or there about a higher institution. This phenomenon subsequently activates students’ diverse interactions and the effect on their learning.
However, I try to explore this fact by conducting a survey as a result of the student diversity view using the survey monkey to access different opinions from section of students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, using primary and secondary data to support my survey analysis. Finally, based on responses from student, all the data are collated, proffer solutions and finally, conclude my research findings.






BACKGROUND

Virtual learning environment (VLE) is a matter-of course used to impact teaching materials and to promote collaboration in many sections of learning today, including the education field. (Baker, Jenny, Gasman and Peter 2013) As an emerging area, the virtual learning environment is a promising educational tool as well as a mature arena in which research can be carried out for its effect on teaching and learning activities.
As an educational medium, the fundamental essence of e-learning varies considerably from face-face delivery, thereby requiring more new functionality for course creation, online evaluation and interaction.
(Dr Chanchal, Kumar Buttan and Abhishek Chaurasia 2012). It is
difficult to think, about farming training or schooling today without connecting it to information and communication technologies.  

Honestly, in all processes involving data collection, information processing and the development of knowledge, ICT is contemporary in the teaching and learning of the most fundamental method with these attributes. (Carolina Costa, 2012). In the training aspect, sponsored by the learning management system (LMS), such as moodle, this information and communication technology plays an important role.

Moodle is a software package for the production of courses and websites based on the internet. It is a method of learning management that facilitates greater collaboration between learners, tutors and students.
I explore the feasibility, effect and relevance e-learning through Moodle
In my study, and also present responses in the form of experiences, opinions and suggestions from multiple students from the Trinity Saint David University of Wales, London campus, and also focus on other people working on (VLE) through Moodle.



WHAT IS A VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT (VLE)

The virtual learning environment is a method of electronic education through an internet network or an intranet with the help of an instructional management system. Overall, there are two key approaches to e-learning discussion.
“Asynchronous” is usually speeded up by media, such as, e-mail and board discussion encourage working partnership between learners and tutors, even though participants may not be on the same page at the same time. It is in fact, a key component of flexible e-learning. Due to their asynchronous nature, some prefer the on-line courses allowing the combination of work, family cores and studies. The second solution is to typically back up Synchronal with media such as video and conferencing and chat. This has the potential to support leaner’s, in communities of growth. This style of learning is viewed as more social by both leaner and teacher because, it prevents anxiety through the ability to ask and answer questions in real time. 
Moreover, it is an approach that offers a sense of engagement for learners than isolation. (Dharmendra Chourish, Chanchal, Kumar Buttan, Abhishek Chaursia and Anita Soni, 2012)










MOODLE E – LEARNING

The Moodle is one of the widespread and appropriate open sources
 E-learning platforms that enables a course website to be developed, meaning only enrolled students have access to them.

Via the mechanism of "Synchronous" (chat) and "Asynchronous" (discussion forum), this platform often enables the sharing of knowledge between users in various geographical locations. It has hands down training features in a realistic point of view, enabling student assessment processes such as quizzes, online assessments and surveys to be invested, as well as presiding over their role with their time apart from contributing to teaching and learning process through a wide range of complementary resources (Carolina Costa 2020).

Virtual Learning Environment, however, is not limited to the use of moodle, other e-learning platform types can be accessed through an online or computer based device, such as; distance learning Degree Programs, Technical Credential Courses, Instructional Videos or Audio Lectures, Books, Articles and other Writings, Podcasts and Webinars’; (Sanchez.R.A, Hueros, A.D., 2010).









AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The aim of this research is to conduct primary survey on the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)-Moodle ( learning experience) from student of University of Wales Trinity Saint David, (CertHE skills for the workplace-group 4) London Campus, and secondary data from other source.  The objective is to analyse these diverse opinions, make recommendations where necessary and use the final outcome to improve on this mode of learning at (UWTSD) and possibly other institutions of higher learning.



METHODS

The method use to accomplish this task (survey) is the “Survey Monkey” – SurveyMonkey.co.uk. This is internet programme and hosting site that enables a person to develop a survey for the use over the internet. Other sites include Hosted Survey, Create Survey, Survey Methods and Lime Survey.  It is an efficient, powerful and a well known online application. Such programmes are commonly used for market research purposes but can be used for surveys in a number of areas including opinions on a particular issues or circumstances. (Eugene Waclawski September 2021)  For example, research on the impact of VLE – (Moodle) as a platform for learning for students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. In addition, uses the excel table to generate graphs. 


PRIMARY DATA SURVEY
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DISCUSSIONS
The primary data shown above are the diverse opinions from students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus on the impact of VLE- Moodle in their learning. And the questions asked are, to ascertain that they are students of UWTSD London campus, secondly, to know how conversant they are with use of Moodle, and its accessibility for their learning. In addition, to what extent has it been beneficial to them in their studies, however, against this background, will they recommend, Moodle as a learning platform to their friends in other institutions. Finally, through the questioner, one can deduced the significance of Moodle in their leaning occurrences. Decisively, the aim is to determine the impact of VLE-Moodle on the students learning event.

STRENGHTS AND RESTRICTIONS/LIMITATIONS

The effectiveness and accuracy of the data collected was attributed to the effective participation and prompt responses by the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus and partly due to the efficiency of the soft ware used – “The Survey Monkey”, it provides a high level general  capability in representing a large population. It also, provides a convenient data information, its statistical significance and precise result makes it stand out among other soft ware procedure for data collations. And finally, cost low to afford.  
Furthermore, limitations/restrictions are linked to the secondary data, which was from the others, based on the opinions and responses by students in other school or higher institution. Another limitation is that responds from students might not correspond to numbers of questioners sent out because some students might be reluctant to respond.
However, the primary survey was conducted by me while the secondary data is from other source. Worthy to say that participants will be notify or communicate the outcome the research when completed. In addition, all responses collected through this survey are kept securely by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) London Campus. This analysis will be used to make informed decisions about how to improve facilities provided through the use of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle as a learning platform in UWTSD primarily, and afford other institution of higher learning the opportunity to benefit from the final result.
SUMMARY
I started with the introduction and the general background of the topic (VLE)-Moodle, and try to define moodle as one of the online learning platform. And later shows result of opinions and impact of VLE from students of (UWTSD) London Campus using the “Survey Monkey” for this exercise and using other people work as well, finally, analysis the result, drawn my conclusion, and offered recommendation to that effect. 

CONCLUSION

To conclude, whiles there are many cons with virtual learning it is safe to say that recent studies from (NCBI Gov article), shows that students are significantly satisfied and have improved their grades with virtual learning. We should not ignore some of the negatives, like poor online tutoring, learning atmosphere or the challenges students face with their mental wellbeing and the lack of interpersonal communication in-person and face-to-face. Needles to say the pros outweighs the cons. With Virtual learning we see more student attendance in classes because they can now buy time, increased engagement, collaboration with a student on the other side of the world, more content readily available, increase in independent learning and students are more motivated as you can see from my survey result, the list goes on. To further put solidarity and back my findings an abstract from Insight cumbria.ac student views states,
 “The survey investigated the reported impact of using the college’s VLE (Moodle) on learning, and was based on three research questions which investigated: whether the use of a VLE has a positive impact on student learning; whether the use of a VLE in teaching and learning helps develop independent learning; and whether the use of a VLE increases students’ motivation to learn. The statistically significant findings report that the use of Moodle produces improvement in learning and motivation to learn as reported by the student participants. The findings will be of broad interest to teachers as they indicate areas for attention in promoting VLE use to enhance learning.”
It may have taken a pandemic for students and educators to fully utilize Virtual learning to its potential. But, Virtual Learning is the future and here to stay well beyond post Covid-19.




RECONMMENDATION

With reference to responses and opinions,  received from the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus on primary survey conducted,  and secondary which was from others, it was recorded that the percentage of student impacted positively  by Virtual Learning  Environment (VLE) – Moodle, surpasses  the opposite which indicate the importance on learning in higher institutions. I will strongly recommend that VLE – Moodle    be a permanent phenomenon even after the era of covid 19 pandemic.  Furthermore, I will strongly recommend that, should   made mandatory for all higher institution to include it as an integral part of their learning methods. Furthermore, in her article title “Virtual Learning Environment: What is their role in contemporary education”, Becki Lee (2019) makes the point that- digital learning environment is another way to occupy students, as many will be more familiarize to using online and digital devices in their daily activities than any other tools. Therefore, by utilising methods that students themselves use, is a way of imbibing a learning environment that is more relevant to them and more conducive to effective study”.


DATA ANALYSIS TOOLS

For the purpose of the assignment, monkey survey was used to solicit opinions from the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus on the impact of (VLE) – Moodles on their learning, and the result was further analyses and represented in an excel table to generate graph.
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Table 2. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements
about the use of SFC Moodle to encourage Independent Learning (Question 6).

Neither
Disagree | agree or
disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Strongly

Answer Options Agree

6a. The opportunity to
learn using Moodle at
a time, place and pace | (8) (13) (61) (33)
to suit myself 3.2%  [52%  |24.6% ©133%
encourages me to
learn independently.
6b. The way in which
subject/courses are
set up encourages me
to learn
independently.

6c. Generally for my
subjects the resources
for me on Moodle are
mainly for information
purposes.

6d. Generally for my
subjects the activities
on Moodle encourage
me to talk to other
students about the
work.

Total Respondents as
Percentage of
response count

(Figures in brackets are actual numbers of respondents)

The results for the question ‘Does the use of a VLE for teaching and learning
increase students’ motivation to learn’? (RQ3) were as follows. Of the
respondents 46.8% ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ that being in control of learning,
learning at a time, place and pace, increases motivation to learn, 49.5% ‘agree’
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BARKER & GOSSMAN: THE LEARNING IMPACT OF A VIRTUAL LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT: STUDENTS' VIEWS

Table 1. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements
that use of SFC Moodle has a positive impact on your achievement? (Question
8).

Neither
Disagree | agree or | Agree
disagree

Strongly
Disagree

Strongly

Answer Options Agree

8a. Moodle has a e
positive impactonmy |(13) | 22) |y |32 | a9
s2% |89 6% |20 |7.7%
student.
b. Moodie is an
important and (16) (16) 1) G20 | 25)
valuable a 65% |65% |286% st |10.1%
my studies.
c. Ilearn more with (107)
as |Gy |@2 (7)
lioodle than without 1735, | 1379 |29.0% |32t |6.9%
a Moodie mproves | (13 | ae) | om) | (109) |(12)

the quality of my ) "
learning. 52% |105% [35.5% |44.0 |4.8%

Total Respondents as
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chi-squared statistic was returned (above 0.05 95% *, 0.01 99% **, 0.001
99.9% ***) the possible impact nature of the association (from the cross
tabulation) is presented.

Table 3a. Chi-square test results for RQ1.

RQL: Does the use of SFC Moodle have a positive impact on student?
Analysis of questionnaire question 8 (Moodle has a positive impact on my effectiveness
as a student):

Moodle has positive impact
on effectiveness

Analysis of questionnaire question 8 (Moodle has a positive impact on my effectiveness
as a student) in rela
Sex No association
Access to Moodle from
home

Directed use of Moodle Positive impact
Non-directed use of Moodle | Positive impact

Positive impact wex

Positive impact

Table 3b. Chi-square test results for RQ2.

RQ2: Does the use of a VLE in teaching and learning help develop student independent
learning?
Analysis of questionnaire question 6 (The opportunity to learn using Moodle at a time,
place and pace to suit myself encourages me to learn independently):
Opportunity to learn using
Moodle ... encourages me to | Aids development of independent leaming
learn independenti
Analysis of questionnaire question 6 (The opportunity to learn using Moodle at a
place and pace to suit myself encourages me to learn independently) in relation to:
Sex No association
‘Access to Moodle from
home

Directed use of Moodle Aids development of independent learning
Non-directed use of Moodle | Aids development of independent leaming

Aids development of independent learning

=
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