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Piri, S. (2015) believes that incorporating storytelling into the classroom is through picture books as they can guide children visually through a story increasing their understanding of beginning, middle and end. Children would be able to see that storytelling connects to writing stories which is literacy learning.  According to Sandu, N (2016) Storytelling allows children to develop speaking and listening skills as by listening to the story it allows them to imagine the story and process the tale. When they learn to tell tales, they learn to speak clearly, with intention and care. This gives them the confidence to work in groups and support each other with attentive listening. 

The role of the storyteller plays is an important factor during storytelling. K, Wilkinson (2019) states that story time with children is an enjoyable and fun part of the day and expresses that child, love the sound of voices and the rhythm of language. This is where children babble back which will eventually, they will learn to say words. This is specifically down to talking to them. Storytelling gives children the chance to learn about language and how story books work, it is giving them the opportunity to ask questions about what they see which makes them understand connection with the world. Sharing books with children is about helping them to discover that books are exciting. It feeds their imagination and interests so that they are eager to read for themselves. Flap books are brilliant for young children who want to experiment the book, giving them the anticipation to see what is under the flap, talking about what you see on the page can be more important than reading the words at this stage. 
This paper will focus on 3 storytelling behaviours such as:
· Intonation 
· Narrative 
· Network building 
In addition, now that we are living in a digital age it is important that children develop digital skills. Welsh Government (2018) states that the Digital competence framework is now available to incorporate in schools and settings. Digital competence is the set of skills, knowledge, and attitudes to enable the confident, creative, and critical use of technologies and systems in an increasingly digital world. It has been made part of the national mission for education to provide all learners with high-level digital skills to ensure young people are digitally competent and evolve into enterprising, creative, and critical thinkers. 

Behaviours and skills were used during the traditional storytelling. One being Intonation. Intonation is varying the tone of voice when reading a text aloud to make the text interesting for the listener states twinkl (no date). This gives words emphasis, not only does this vary tone to keep children engaged, but it is also a fundamental aspect of phonics. In addition, Findel (2021) believes that for children to understand English language they must grasp and master key skills. They should be able to recognise letters and then turn them into words. It is essential for children to learn the relationship between letters and sounds because English language relies heavily on letter to represent sounds. Phonics is a method that helps children decode words using sounds or phonemes to give them their correct name.

Intonation has its part in roleplay which is an idea to use to develop children’s oracy skills states L, Lodge (2020), oracy is an important factor to have as it allows children to communicate. Without using techniques to develop oracy skills it can give children the risk of not reaching the expected standard in English at 11 than children who has decent language skills at five. It is a statutory requirement that Children between 1 and 6 should be taught to listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers and to use relevant strategies to. Build their vocabulary.
Also, during the traditional storytelling Narrative was used which, according to education.vic.gov (no date) believes that narratives are an important aspect in storytelling for children to develop oral language, including speech, vocabulary, and grammar this can be developed by listening to stories and telling their own stories. Being able to understand and tell stories is a key skill for early reading and writing success in the early years. A well-structured story has a start, middle and end which by this basic story structure, children can understand it, and they also start to tell stories with these parts by around 3 years of age. Through Narrative by age 5 years and onwards children will start to tell stories with complete episodes including character reactions and plans. In which according to R, Isbell (2002) this allows children to build on their vocabulary and use more complex sentences. This is beneficial for children as it allows children to talk about the story, recall the sequence of events and use the vocabulary of the story which expands children’s comprehension of the world as well as their growth as storytellers and as storywriters.

Lastly, the final skill that was used during the traditional storytelling of ‘Goldilocks’ was pointing. Ben (2012) believes that pointing in storytelling increases children’s reading skills more than if teachers were not to point.

Adam Mila (2018) states that pointing is one of the earliest forms of communication. It is a physical or non-verbal way a child communicates. It encompasses a combination of gross motor skills and language skills. Pointing paves, the way for language development. Therefore, a child’s first word would be something that they have pointed to previously. Pointing to the words in a story or to the pictures in a book will help development a child’s pointing skills which is a key skill to have in their development.

E, Stewart (no date) believes that pointing out words and demonstrating how you ready from left to right and top to bottom during storytelling could improve children’s spelling and language comprehension skills. The research from Ohio University found that children under 5 who were taught to read like this developed more advanced reading skills a year or two later than those who were not. 

Moving on, now that we are living in a more digital age it is important to involve digital literacy where possible. Digital storytelling is a popular skill that is used to develop children’s literacy, oracy, and writing.  According to O’Byrne, W et.al (2018) states digital stories in the classroom is a powerful technique that has the potential to transform learning for students. Products created in digital storytelling transcend traditional classroom storytelling they allow children to explore identity and the meaning of their own experience through multiple avenues. Digital storytelling has its similarities with traditional storytelling as they both focus on a chosen theme or point of the story. Children typically brainstorm, conduct research, and develop an interesting story. 

This has benefits on children’s literacy skills states reading horizons (no date) such as their comprehension levels. By generating questions and responding to them, children process what they have read in an active manner, resulting in better understand of what they have read which is learning how to comprehend. During the digital storytelling, there are plenty of opportunities for children to expand and develop their comprehension levels as Jack and the beanstalk has many questions that can be used to recap the story. This also has links to traditional storytelling as children can create their own imagination of what could have happened next but may not have been in the story. Furthermore, phonics played its part during the traditional story, therefore it again has its links to the digital story as phonics is important when it comes to improving comprehension skills. However, many children lose fluency and understanding when reading because they cannot decode the words they are reading correctly. This leads to children struggling to recognise words they often know orally. Poor phonic awareness can be poor vocabulary, lack of context information and lack of focus which additionally affects children’s comprehension. If a child is struggling with reading comprehension and are missing certain words whilst reading, phonics instruction can help them decode words properly, so they do recognise them when reading. All of these are key components of a structured literacy approach states reading horizons (no date). 
In line with the digital competence framework, it is important that children can understand different forms of digital communication such as video calls of storytelling or online group of storytelling. During the digital storytelling task, it was noticed that there was not enough communication with the story and the children this could be considered because not enough knowledge is being taught for teachers/parents to know how to teach children to become effective digital learners. Therefore, there seemed to be more involvement and interaction with children and teachers during the traditional storytelling, this could be a confidence barrier where teachers feel more confident reading in the traditional way.  This may have links to Vygotsky’s theory as he believes through social interactions, children go through continuous process of learning. Imitation, guided learning and collaborative learning all play a critical part in his theory which links to storytelling. Parents and teachers can foster learning by providing educational opportunities that lie within a child’s zone of proximal development. Teachers can foster this process by pairing less skilled children with more knowledgeable classmates believes K, Cherry (2020). In line with Estyn (2019), the development of pupils’ digital competence is a key part of curriculum delivery which was published in 2016. It gave schools a supportive planning tool to help them provide more opportunities for pupils to improve their digital competence and identified the common successful characteristics of schools that have successfully realised the DCF in their settings. 
Estyn highlights the importance of our pupils developing their digital skills for them to adapt to the ever-changing technological world which is it is essential that education in Wales prepares children and young people to meet the digital demands that their future lives may bring. High quality professional learning is a key to the success of implementing the DCF. When schools are successful in improving digital skills, staff are well supported, and professional learning activity allows them to address their own learning needs and those of pupils. Therefore, it is a major priority that teachers have a decent knowledge and understanding of digital learning to teach children how to become effective digital learners. 
To conclude, out of this paper there has been something that stood out which is how popular digital learning is in schools. Therefore, it is important that digital storytelling is effective. One concern being is that with this new era of a digital world, I hope that it does not take over the influence of reading a story traditionally and personally screen time for children should be modified for specific age brackets of children so that it does not overpower traditional learning. It is important for children to see teachers/parents’ storytelling traditionally, it engages them to listen, learn and communicate. However, we cannot forget it is also important to teach children digital literacy skills and it is a positive factor that we are moving with the popularity, but to work in partnership with the digital competence framework so that there is a balance between traditional storytelling and digital storytelling. 
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