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Essay 2
Counter-terrorism policing – How might terrorist groups’ involvement in other forms of criminality inform counter-terrorism policing? 

This short essay will look at the counterterrorism (CT) policing and how might terrorists’ groups’ involvement in other forms of criminality inform counter-terrorism policing as a whole. 

According to EUROPOL (2023), terrorism has evolved significantly over the last decade. Not just the UK but Europe has been the target of numerous attacks, some of which has been foiled and others that unfortunately have been successful attacks on Europe. Looking back to the terrorist attacks in both Paris and Brussels in November 2015 and March 2016, it was uncovered that involvement of some perpetrators were also linked to other forms of Serious and Organised Crime (SOC) including the trafficking of illicit drugs, other personal contacts in the criminal world who are involved in the trafficking of firearms and the production of fraudulent documents. Recent investigations reveal that terrorist groups have also made use of migrant smuggling networks to help operate their criminality to enter the EU.

The Crime Prosecution Service (2022) explains that the profit-driven nature of organised crime activities is in most cases incompatible with terrorist acts due to the attraction from the media and law enforcement on the perpetrators. The criminal world link in support of terrorist related activities is not a new phenomenon and its involvement of suspects who have extensive criminal background and access to the resources which help facilitate acts of terrorism. These individuals hold resources and tools which allow these networks to operate between OCG and Terrorist activity. 

An article from the Swedish Defence University (2025) explains, the potential exploitation of OCG infrastructures to procure tools, such as firearms or fraudulent documents, and move good or people to deliver lethal weapons used in such attacks. It is also a trait that there may be other ways like drug-trafficking to help fund to finance terrorist-related activities. The variety of crimes used include, money laundering, migrant smuggling, heroin and firearms trafficking, organised property crime and THB. These suspects are not normally high-level criminals in terms of the OCG structure and sit at the lower level as it is much harder to be exposed. 

Illegal firearms are increasingly accessible due to the availability online. Recent terrorist attacks in the EU carried out by jihadist terrorist using trafficked firearms have demonstrated the consequences of their actions in the arms trade. Several incidents with OCGs or gangs in regard to illegal firearms pose a significant threat to British and European citizens (INTERPOL, 2025). 

The online trade of such weapons frequently operates on platforms like Darknet marketplaces. Both OCGs and individual criminals obtain these via online marketplaces. This is now a significant threat due to the accessibility using parcel and postal services to traffic firearms and firearm components. Of course, this allows for individuals who may not have any or limited access to these connections are more likely involved in the trafficking of firearms. The online trade in illegal firearms via various platforms is set to expand further of the coming years (RAND.ORG, 2017). 
There are many factors to how individuals who operate in both the OCG and Terrorism world even though they may not be directly connected but use each other as a link. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2020) (UNODC) states that the involvement and affiliation of collaboration provides the advantage of gathering intelligence on all aspects which can then involve CT. Gathering intelligence may determine an insight to the groups, leadership and structure or individuals who may hold a membership therefore can be incredibly important.

There are many ways in which other crimes involvement informs counter terrorism policing. One of the first and main ways of how this is done is explained by Counter Terrorism Policing (2025) regarding funding investigations. Financial investigations can reveal how terrorist groups raise and spend money, including through criminal activity and links. The information can be used to track all kinds of transactions, whether that be assets, used to disrupt sources used and then can potentially lead to arrests.

Hausken and Gupta (2015), explains that identifying the vulnerabilities of the criminal organisations. It is stated that criminal activities can highlight potential weaknesses in the group’s operations. The weaknesses can be used to develop strategies against the organisations, these include the groups affiliations, who they rely on, or specific financial institutions or vulnerable locations that are used in aid the criminal enterprise. 

Another important way of informing counter terrorism policing would be the importance of having community engagement. This is crucial in informing CT policing as it builds trust, enhances information sharing and fosters resilience against radicalisation within our communities (Cognyte, 2025). 

Kirby S (2013) explains that gathering evidence can also act as a crucial part in criminal investigations as it can provide evidence for prosecution against terrorist related offences, along with those who are prosecuted for other criminal activity. This can sometimes build an even bigger picture of the underlying issues on a larger scale of all serious and organised activities or affiliations. Dynamic investigations or policing within communities can often give police the upper hand in finding strategies or tactics to use upon those that want to cause harm to communities across Europe. The collaboration with other agencies and forces in Europe or in the UK is also imperative, as they may have information or intelligence that may be known by one, but not the other. This could also be regarding customs or immigration, who are able to document and control other factors of criminality.
This then falls in line with preventing future attacks. By disrupting criminal activities, counter-terrorism policing can reduce the group’s financial resources, which may deter them from carrying out future attacks (Hein Online, 2020). 

In conclusion, the main forms of criminality have been explored throughout, whether that exploitation through drugs, fraud or cybercrime and how their operational networks, funding streams and vulnerabilities align. Tracking all these factors will allow decision makers and law enforcement to build a picture of the key identifiers whether that be financial flows, logistical hubs in which are often shared facilitators. If such contributing factors are explored, there may be light in helping against such crime, enabling better collaboration between inter-agencies in order to fight against the multi-dimensional world of organised crime. 
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Essay 3
How might personal attitudes, values and bias impact upon the effective investigation of volume crime?
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may refer to relevant, recent examples.
 
This short essay will look at the personal attitudes, values and biases and how these
factors all impact the judgement of police officers whilst dealing with investigations involving volume crime. Volume crime, such as thefts and assaults can have a significant impact on the community and affect the abilities of each police force when tackling these prevalent crimes. Depending on the individuals’ personal attitudes, values and biases, these can influence a person’s decisions within an investigation, leading to skewed outcomes and injustices. 

Personal attitudes and values are fundamental aspects of an individual’s personality that influence their thoughts, feelings and behaviours, due to a person’s beliefs, background, education and wider social networks. As described by Active Social Care, 2024)

Care Learning. Org (2025) values are principles or beliefs that direct behaviour, whereas attitudes are feelings, ideas, or opinions about a person or thing. Even though police officers are expected to work within the Competency and Values framework, involving core values such as honesty, impartiality, integrity and respect (College of Policing, 2024). 

Unknowingly to the officer, their individual personal beliefs can influence how they perceive situations and interact with the public. According to College of Policing (2023) personal biases can play a significant role in decision making from police officers. Officers’ personal attitudes and interactions on the job can lead to potential unfairness and disparities in their treatment towards members of the public. Some bias, both conscious (explicit) or and unconscious (implicit), can stem from numerous things, the background of an officer, culture, personal experiences and even the occupational culture of policing itself. 

An example of this would be racial bias in traffic stops, such as racial stereotypes. This can impact decision making whilst conducting routine traffic stops. Studies from Standford Open Policing Project (Pi et al, 2019), states officers may have disproportionately stop and searched drivers due to their racial groups, highlighting unconscious bias, regardless of any evidence of wrongdoing.

The impact from such, as explained by Pi et al (2019) this would result in unfair enforcement, downfall in trust from ethnic minorities within the community and of course would result in systematic consequences. Such consequences would eventually result in department patterns, allowing for racial profiling. This would eventually conclude to triggering criminal proceedings against officers and may be looked upon as the constitution being racist. 

According to Collins Dictionary (2025), A person’s bias, whether this be conscious or unconscious, is described as a tendency towards or against an individual, group, object, concept, or belief. In contrast to knowledge or experience, biases are typically unjust or discriminatory and are frequently founded on stereotypes. 

In addition, CPD Online (2021), states that bias stem from our brains tendency to categorize and form shortcuts, which lead to conscious and unconscious biases that affect our perceptions and actions. The College of Policing (2023) acknowledges that there is good evidence to suggest that biases can influence an investigation, with one example of a stereotypical bias being that a domestic abuse victim is primarily females. It is emphasised that officers should remain impartial throughout all investigations to mitigate any risk of skewed decision making, which ultimately could affect an outcome of an investigation. 

It is clear that police officers have their own individual personal attitudes and biases, which can affect their mindset and opinions whilst on duty and facing members of the public. However, these attitudes have been recognised by the College of Policing (2023), as they are aware that an officer’s perception of a victim’s credibility and suspect blame may affect how they treat a victim and investigate the crime at hand. Due to these apparent biases and personal opinions, investigations into arresting offenders and following all lines of inquiry may be delayed. This could undermine public confidence because the victim would become disengaged from the investigation as a result of the repeated delays, ultimately harming the criminal justice system (Victims Commissioner, 2025).  

Getting it right in regard to police investigations is imperative. Biased investigations can lead to numerous issues, and this is explained by Community Psychology (2017). This article states that wrongful convictions, downfall of public trust and law enforcement which may lead to social inequalities are huge factors which may impact on someone’s life. Whether that be trauma upon victims who are subject to wrongdoing, this may be due to missed evidence or weakened cases. This may lead to increased tension and conflict within communities as they do not feel they are getting the support as victims of crime.

Understanding these factors explained, it is important addressing the bias narratives within the police is at the forefront of change. According to the Journal of Police and Criminal Psychology (2021), there are a number of key factors that informs such reform and that starts with training and education. It is imperative that comprehensive training programmes are put in place for cognitive biases, cultural sensitivity and trauma informed approaches. This will in hand help diversification of the police and which will help mitigate any implicit bias and improve community relations. The last point explained by Springer Link, explored independent oversight and accountability, establishing independent bodies to investigate allegations of police misconduct, which will again allow for accountability in aid to restore public trust. 

To conclude, personal attitudes, values and bias can undermine the effectiveness of volume crime in the UK, skewing suspect targeting, reducing investigative effectiveness having a downfall in public trust. These effects are outlined by systematic pressures, like resourcing constrains and lastly police culture. Moving forward, it is imperative that training, oversight and data driven accountability is needed and raised to ensure fairness and efficiency, which will strengthen the relationship between the police and public in tackling high volume crime.
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Essay 4
Outline potential links between serious and organised crime and public protection issues. What characteristics make some people more vulnerable to exploitation by serious and organised crime gangs?

This piece of writing will explore links between serious and organised crime (SOC) and public protection issues and the characteristics that make certain members of society vulnerable to exploitation by organised crime groups.  

An Organised Crime Group, or OCG is defined under section 45(6) of the Serious Crime Act (SCA) 2015. An OCG is a group that carries out criminal activities as it’s purpose, or one of it’s purposes, and the OCG must consist of three or more people. (Olliers Solicitors, 2024). 

All of these factors have a huge impact on communities in a public protection aspect, due to the exploitation of vulnerable people, undermining public safety and putting strain on public resources. There are many ways in which this manifest itself and the first being victimisation and exploitation. The NSPCC (2024) explains how SOC groups often target vulnerable populations in the community. Children, migrants and those in economic distress which can then lead to other types of exploitation such as human trafficking, sexual exploitation or forced labour. For these reasons, the safeguarding concerns are raised due to the significant risk to victims physically, psychologically and to social harm. 

Furthermore, the concerns regarding child sexual exploitation and abuse (CSEA) from SOC groups are used to frequently used to exploit children for profit-driven crimes, including CSEA, drug running and county lines or forced criminality. These activities directly threaten child welfare which often lead to public protection interventions (GOV.UK, 2021).

The harm to communities due to SOC activities, which are often down to drug or gang affiliations resulting in violence or volatile community cohesion. It is explained by the NCA (2025) that high SOC presence often experiences increased violent crime, fear and distrust in authorities. A 2023 UK National Crime Agency report explained 60% of urban areas with high gang activity reported elevated safety concerns. 

Criminal exploitation has become much more sophisticated in recent times giving OCG’s the opportunity to effectively dissolve geographical boundaries, allowing them to commit crime more efficiently at scale which conceal their activity having more chance of evading law enforcement. Crimes such as terrorism, radicalisation and extremism is linked to human trafficking. It is explained by a government article (GOV.UK, 2024) that some SOC groups overlap with terrorist networks which helps aid and facilitate networks and infrastructure, used to smuggle people to commit extremist activities. A 2024 report from INTERPOL (2025) report stated that radicalised individuals may pose broader safety challenges and 15% of terrorist financing in Europe was linked to SOC profits. 

Today, it has become much easier for criminals to identify victims by the use of online criminality. OCG’s are now able to identify victims at scale whether that’s in a targeted or passive way, for example, fraud. The opportunity from huge audiences online allows the large potential victim pool for fraudulent activity for financial scams, fishing scams, all of which are targeted attacks on victims at a touch of a button. The threat is evolving rapidly across a range of categories. Fraud has risen at an exponential rate and now makes up of around 40% of all crime (Local Government, 2015).

The other, just as prominent as fraud, is the use of technology for the use of sexual exploitation of children. Whilst most abuse takes place within family environments, there is a growing concern about the increasing volumes of CSEA taking place online. Criminals capitalise and prey on young vulnerable children through social media or other online platforms like PlayStation or XBOX to interact with children. The predators behind these accounts are often targeting children for sexual gratification, abuse and exploitation. 

In 2022, a British man was jailed for sending sexual messages to children in multiple countries. The male has used social media to communicate with 131 potential victims, some as young as 10 years old (The National Crime Agency, 2025). 

In the UK, county lines drug dealing by violent OCGs operating between large cities and smaller town are now using phones to conduct sophisticated business which often involve the exploitation of children and vulnerable people. Europol (2023) concludes that synthetic-drug production is becoming more sophisticated, distribution networks are nimbler and smarter, and the drugs themselves have become more harmful (Police Foundation, 2017). This expresses the exact nature in which crime using technology have advanced and become more sophisticated to a point that is difficult to police and provide victims with the best support, when sometimes they may not even know they are a victim until it is too late. 

This leads on to the issues explained above and how they tie in and impact the issues of public protection. Of course, some of the examples already explained above shows the very nature in which some cases, especially involving children and vulnerable people whether that’s victims of Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) online, vulnerable adults who may be victims of cuckooing involving drugs or other internet-based crimes like fraud. The public protection unit’s (PPU) main focus is safeguarding the public from dangerous offenders ensuring the safety of vulnerable children and adults. PPU handles cases involving concerns of child sexual exploitation, modern slavery, human trafficking, domestic abuse and even other issues like sex offenders or anyone deemed potential risks to communities (HMICFRS, 2021). 

There are a few reasons why people become vulnerable to organised crime groups. The individual characteristics vary from environmental factors, like poverty within a specific community or social influences. These factors can often play a role in why OCG’s target people who are easier swayed into exploitation or coercion for criminal activity. Following on from the characteristics, there are many induvial factors that may also play a part. Perpetrators prey on numerous factors to exploit (GOV.UK, 2023). For example, someone being a in low mood or having mental health issues may be a perfect person to promise a better life, whether that’s for drugs or for financial benefits 

This could be down to the victim having the lack of a safe environment and stable home life, making it easier to manipulate someone for a having a dependency on drugs or for financial gain. Substance misuse is one of the biggest ways for exploitation where instances such as cuckooing occurs. The environmental factors may be due to the community deprivation and poverty or gang territory. Living in areas that are facing economic hardship are more likely to be susceptible to criminal activity or lack opportunities therefore find themselves targets of recruitment to gangs. Of course, the opportunity for this is not just in person, physically but can also occur online. Criminals can use online platforms to target and exploit vulnerable individuals, particularly young people (NSPCC.ORG. 2025). 

In conclusion, SOC and public protection issues highlight the need for integrated strategies that combine law enforcement, social services and community engagement. Whilst understanding the vulnerabilities that communities face, and SOC gangs exploit, whether that be poverty, youth, mental health or disabilities, it should be the policing and public priority to protect both those at risk and those who have been victims of such and prioritise intervention and targeted education, to those before and after these instances to help aid against those who prey upon the systemic inequalities. 
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Essay 5
How effective is early intervention an effective means of preventing young people from offending or re-offending? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.

The success of early intervention in keeping young people from committing crimes or reoffending will be covered in length in this piece of writing. This essay will define early intervention, discuss the various forms of early intervention that are accessible, and discuss the effectiveness of these strategies.

Various young offending programs use early intervention (EI) to give resources and assistance to children and young people who are at risk of engaging in criminal activity or antisocial behaviour before such behaviours progress to more serious offences (UK Parliament, 2021). Prevention and diversion are the two strategies used in early youth justice interventions, according to GOV.UK (2023), by addressing a juvenile's unmet needs and vulnerabilities, these strategies help discourage crime and encourage positive outcomes, which will be expanded on later within this essay. 

Furthermore, according to Action for Children.Org (2024), EI can be implemented through mentoring programs and school-based initiatives to enhance a child's social and emotional competencies and lower their likelihood of becoming at risk for criminal activity.

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, juvenile offenders received the same treatment as adults. If they were charged with a crime, they were brought before the courts and, if found guilty, they were sent to prison as a punishment (Beyond Youth Custody, 2014). 

However, in 1961, the Ingelby Report was published which recognised that placing juveniles in prisons was not helping their behaviour but worsening it. The Ministry of Justice (2016) states that “children act impulsively and often do not appreciate the consequences”, therefore, a change needed to be made to correct a child’s behaviour, rather than punishment. This is when the government started focusing on early intervention and provided more training for health visitors and nurses, who worked on visiting the homes in order to provide the children and the families with well-being advice. 

From these findings, The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 was established which focused on the importance of early intervention and mandated the creation of multi-agency youth offending teams (YOT’s), with their main aim being to prevent offending by children and young people (Legislation.Org.1998). 

According to Public Health Wales (2023), this required a multi-agency response by members of the police, social services, probation, health and education services in order to provide an effective and efficient response to tackle juvenile reoffending. 

According to GOV.UK (2023) Early intervention in young justice is typically divided into two categories: diversion and prevention. Diversion is the process by which agencies address the root causes of a children's conduct by getting involved early on with an individual who may have committed or been connected to a crime. While avoiding a criminal record and all the associated stigma and opportunity loss, the juvenile receives appropriate assistance and interventions to help them make better decisions. 

Furthermore, Charlie Taylor (2016) states that if children engage in meaningful activities to keep them busy throughout the day, whether being studying for exams or learning a trade, they are less likely to offend. 

Several workshops were developed to address the specific requirements of each individual, building on the diversion and prevention categories. The College of Policing has classified these workshops as; Mentoring, which involves interactions between two individuals over an extended period of time, drug courts are for offenders who are drug users or drug addicts. They're an alternative to processing them through the normal court system, therapeutic communities are participative, group-based approaches to treat the effects of mental illness and substance abuse, halfway houses are community-based offender programmes. They provide support to offenders as part of a primary sentence or licence conditions, by reintegrating offenders back into the community (COP, 2022).  

Furthermore, The Early Intervention Foundation (EIF) and Action for Children are charities that work alongside side the YOT’s that provide support to children and families, focusing on emotional skills, gang-related offending, and homelessness. EIF offers home visits, school-based programs, and mentoring for vulnerable parents (EIF.ORG, 2023). While Action for Children offers alternatives to custody, addressing vulnerabilities, and fostering and resettlement care (Action for Children.Org, 2024). 

Since the implementation of EI, it was recognised that between 2000-2022, there has been a 75% decline in youth incarceration (The Sentencing Project, 2024). Due to this and its clear effectiveness, the Home Office created the Early Intervention Youth Fund (EIYF) In order to prevent and lessen juvenile offences. This fund assisted local communities in developing and putting into practice early intervention initiatives. According to the project's findings, compared to non-EIYF supported areas, the participants showed an improved knowledge and awareness of the consequences of violence and crime, which in turn increased the engagement rate within positive pathways rather than engaging with illegal activities (GOV.UK, 2025). 

Furthermore, the evidence from the project showed that the participants had improved mental and physical wellbeing, which encouraged them to have an increased engagement with positive activities, such as sport, and subsequently made more positive lifestyle choices by there being a reduced substance misuse rate and an increase in individuals thinking about their future career choices (GOV.UK 2025). From these findings, it shows that the EIYF project had an effectiveness impact with preventing young people to reoffending by directing their mindset onto more positive and beneficial matters. 

The government further recognised the importance of early intervention as they stated “Children who become involved in crime are, as you’d expect, more likely to then reoffend (GOV.UK, 2023). 

GOV.UK, (2023) “further stated that, for the year ending March 2021, those with no previous offences had a reoffending rate of 16.4%, compared to 63.8% for those who had committed 11 or more previous offences. Getting in early stops this vicious spiral”.

These statistics show a direct link between prior criminal behaviour on reoffending statistics, therefore suggesting that individuals who have a history of offending, are more likely to continue with this negative behaviour, therefore further highlighting the importance and effective of EI with individuals who do not have an offending background. 

Lastly, in 2021, the College of Policing (2021), released a report of the evaluation of the Think Family Intervention Programme which showed a 53% drop in crime six months after the intervention and a 38% drop after 12 months. This report further demonstrates the effectiveness of EI in reducing criminal behaviour, as these statistics show that timely and targeted support can lead to significant long-term improvements within these individuals and also the wider community.

To conclude this essay, the effectiveness of EI in addressing youth offending is clearly supported and evidenced, as being discussed within this piece of writing. By interrupting the cycle of criminal activity and giving those individuals access to courses that help them gain knowledge and better themselves, these programs have shown a considerable drop in both reoffending rates and overall crime. This emphasises the significance of these programs not just as a preventive strategy to assist those in need but also as a way to combat crime and make communities safer.
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