
Political Anthropology(AHAN6005)
Guide to Revision


Revise for a seen exam as you would for an unseen and read and prepare all your readings before the paper is released on Moodle. 

You are expected to have a more fluent discussion and coherent argument with a seen paper, so use the week you have between seeing the paper and sitting the exam to work out your argument, deepen your understanding of the readings, find any supplementary readings, and structure your essay (incl introduction and conclusion).

DON’T think you can cram in this week, with no preparation beforehand. The deeper your understanding and knowledge before you see the paper, the stronger chance you have a writing a good exam.  

In the exam you will have to answer two questions out of six. You will have two hours. Remember to give equal attention and time to each question – while preparing and in the exam room. 

The exam can cover all the module, not just the second half, so revise topics across the weeks. 

Pick four to five topics (weeks) and focus on them, but also remember to think about how these weeks fit within the broader themes discussed across the course, e.g. power, boundaries, resistance, place, globalisation, neoliberalism.

Read the summaries in the module handbook and on Moodle that outline the substance of each week. This will give you an indication of the key discussion points under each topic, as well as the broader concepts those to which those topics relate. 

Work through some key readings and think about all the topics to which they could relate beyond the topic / week they are listed under, e.g. Ong could relate to ‘the body’, resistance, gender, labour, migration, Foucault and Marx. 

Write summaries of these key readings.

Think about how the readings relate to each other. 

Have as many notes and copies of the readings you need in advance of the paper being published on Moodle. You don’t want to be spending the week between paper and exam trying to get books out of the library and downloading. 

Come to the revision session at the beginning of term for more guidance. 
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