Academic Reading Assignment
The purpose of this report is to analyse a journal article for a recent assignment on the fifteenth century mystic Margery Kempe, evaluating how it impacted my understanding of the subject. The article called ‘Margery Kempe: Medieval Mother and Mystic’ was written by Cindy Vitto in 1991 and published in ‘Transformations’, an open-access, independent, peer-reviewed online journal. Its primary source is ‘The Book of Margery Kempe’ authored by Kempe with which she critically engages, using multiple other sources to highlight her arguments.
Vitto’s objective in authoring the article is to prove that ‘The Book of Margery Kempe’ is worthy of inclusion into the school curriculum in the USA and the paper is used to highlight the multi-faceted debates that are possible for students who study this book. It also serves as an introduction to the book for teachers who have not yet read it, providing background and context to Kempe’s work. 
The main strength of Vitto’s article is that it comprehensively identifies areas in the primary source that could be interrogated further, ranging from attributing modern psychological diagnoses to explain behavioural anomalies (Vitto, 1991, p. 54) to challenging her mystical credibility (Vitto, 1991, p. 56). This spectrum of concepts was different from other papers that I read on this subject which helped me explore the many possible interpretations within the text and signposted how these could be investigated. Further value was added to the research by the high number of diverse sources of referenced in her article, which gave me useful sources for further investigation. 
The main weakness of Vitto’s article was that by having such a broad range of viewpoints it did not have a lot of depth or introduce any new learning. As it was written over 30 years ago some of the societal and religious viewpoints have evolved and modern society’s approach to gender roles has advanced since this article was published, with greater freedoms and compassion for women’s historical roles and therefore a more recent article that would incorporate these viewpoints would have made it more useful. 
I found that Vitto’s article, like many other papers written on Margery Kempe’s book, used non-theological elements, particularly around Kempe’s family circumstances, to create a narrative to explain her unconventional behaviour but as Kempe herself states in her book, her main objective was to document her religious encounters, which God had commanded her to do (Kempe, 1985, p. 35)
In summary Vitto’s paper was a good choice to provide a lot of the context and nuance around Kempe’s book, as shown by the way it highlighted the many interpretations of the original text however due to its lack of theoretical perspective and its subsequent limitation of depth within the article, it did not support my evidence or advance my argument. 
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