EDUCATION

There appears to be a general assumption that if an eighteen-year-old chooses the option of continued education, as opposed to leaving school to seek work, that she will automatically reap financial and professional rewards in the future. For this reason, many students are encouraged by their parents to follow degree courses at university or to gain some other professional qualification before joining the workforce.

Yet many may argue that gaining practical experience is more valuable to career development than further academic qualifications. A junior position in a large company with an opportunity to benefit from in-house training may lead just as swiftly to professional status. In addition, it is important to recognize the fact that many young people will be more suited to manual or semi-skilled work. For them, further education may prove stressful and wholly redundant. Therefore the argument for continuing education is not always justified. 

In support of the argument, the point of going to university is not only to gain a paper qualification. Undergraduates also learn practical skills and will meet and share stimulating ideas with other students and with tutors. Both factors will help prepare them for the workplace. In addition, statistics prove that having a university degree leads to a better chance of employment. Currently in Britain, fifty percent of students who left school at sixteen may be unemployed, whilst only one in ten graduates is without work. This suggests that time at university is well-spent.

In summary, it is clear that both options have their own advantages. Leaving school early may lead to finding an equally challenging and well-remunerated job in the longer term but a university degree almost guarantees one. Therefore, in my opinion, if a student has the academic ability to follow a degree course, she should not hesitate to commit to it.
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Money spent on sending people into space should be diverted to other more worthwhile causes such as reducing world hunger and poverty. Discuss.
(Minimum 250 words)

Mankind has always pushed the limits of his knowledge in the search for new discoveries which may lead to innovatory products. However, all this research  and innovation costs a great deal of money. Moreover, one of the most expensive  projects has been the one involving space. In considering the above title, this essay will focus on the advantages and disadvantages of space research. (Paragraph 1: the introduction= 63 words)

Space research is regarded by most developed countries as an expensive but necessary long-term project. With food supplies, water and fossil fuels running out we need to seriously look at the possibility of life on other planets. Furthermore, the global population has expanded at an alarming rate since the industrial revolution of the 19th century. Thus, we are in fact running out of room.   	

Nevertheless, many people believe that powerful nations and their governments need to focus their attention on more important problems here on our planet. For example the twin spectres of hunger and poverty. Many parts of the globe, such as Africa and South America desperately need financial assistance in order to cope with these problems. So far, the outcomes of space research have yielded very little when compared with the billions of dollars spent. However, for the same financial outlay, many poorer nations could have  had many of their problems eradicated.

(Paragraphs 2&3: the main body = 154 words)

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, I feel that space research is necessary for the future of the human race. We are rapidly running out of resources and space to live on earth. However, we must not lose sight of the fact that less developed countries need help urgently. Therefore, the amount of money involved in space research should be reduced.   (Paragraph 4: the conclusion = 57 words)
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TRAFFIC CONGESTION

It is certainly true that today traffic in cities throughout the world has become a major problem. This is obvious from the number of vehicles on our roads and the amount of pollution they cause. Probably the traffic problem is due to individuals travelling for work, study or shopping purposes, and this is evident in the rush hours we experience every morning and evening.

It is also true that, these days, such daily commuting is not always necessary because people can do these things from home. We can see this in the options Information Technology gives us today. For instance, on-line work, distance learning and shopping facilities are all available via the Internet.

However, even if everyone had access to the technology and the opportunity to work from home, it is unrealistic to think that everyone would want to. Even though the technology for working, studying or shopping on-line makes this option a possibility, nevertheless it would mean people had less freedom of choice and less social contact in their lives. This would have a large impact on society as a whole.

So, in conclusion, I think that while this practice could reduce the traffic problems in our cities, it is most unlikely to be an acceptable solution. In terms of other solutions, perhaps we need to think more carefully about facilitating public transport and limiting private cars in our city centres. The development of public transport that is not road-based, such as sky trains or subways, would probably be a more acceptable alternative measure to reduce jams on our roads.
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AGRICULTURE

Where there is a demand from consumers on farmers to provide agricultural produce as cheaply as possible, it is inevitable that many crops are grown and many farm animals reared intensively. Pesticides are used widely to prevent loss of produce through insect attack and cattle may be fed growth hormones to accelerate and maximize their weight gain.

The economic pressure for increased productivity is understandable. Consumers are no longer satisfied with only buying local produce in season, or with paying expensive weekly food bills, so supermarkets vie with each other to offer a wide range of produce at competitive prices in pursuit of customer loyalty and ultimate profit for their shareholders. Economies of scale are inherent to a market economy.

Yet it is debatable, in the long term, that this approach to agriculture is justifiable. Overgrazing by cattle may cause soil to degenerate or erode, for instance, and widespread use of pesticides is known to be harmful to wildlife. These chemicals are also absorbed into foodstuffs and, in turn, by consumers. In addition, unnatural fodder has transmitted disease to both cattle and consumer. Therefore, I feel it should also be said that intensive farming endangers the environment and the health of animals and consumers.
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CHRISTMAS

Christmas has been celebrated in most Christian countries for hundreds of years. It is a time of great joy for most people and is especially loved by young children. This essay looks at the experience most people have in the UK and compares this with the true meaning of Christmas.

Swansea is a typical city in the UK. During the weeks leading up to Christmas the department stores, small shops and streets are filled with busy shoppers. They are all searching for the perfect present for a loved one. Young children hold their parents hands and gaze excitedly at the toys on display in the large stores. Many still believe in Father Christmas and cannot wait for Christmas Eve when he will deliver their presents.

However, it can be said that this is a very materialistic view of the festive season. It is easy to forget that the true meaning of Christmas is to do with the birth of the baby Jesus on December 25th.  Thus, it is meant to be a time of peace and goodwill to all men.

In conclusion, while it is important to relax with our families and enjoy opening our presents, we should never forget the true meaning of Christmas. It is so easy to get caught up in the materialistic celebrations and forget the original reason for this festive season.
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