Role Play:
The purpose of this role play is to introduce level 4 students to the application of Code A, B, C and G Of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 Codes of Practice within a practical environment.

Suspect Brief:
You are a fourteen year old child, who has some convictions for petty theft offences.  On this occasion, you are found inside a flat belonging to a couple unknown to you who are away on holiday.  You gained access to the flat via the door, which was insecure and have conducted a selective search during which you have seen a necklace which you like and picked it up, put it in your pocket intending to leave the address just as the police officers arrive.  Should the officers decide to arrest you, you will not be aggressive or obstructive but you will not answer their questions.  Please comply with the arrest and any request to search you.  The officers will be advised to verbally conduct a search not physically hands on for the purposes of this role play.

Police officer brief:
The control room has received a call from Mrs Jones who lives at number five High Street which is situated within a block of flats.  Mrs Jones has heard noises in the flat above (number fifteen).  She is concerned as the occupants are away on holiday.  Mrs Jones has called them and confirmed they are still away and that no one should be in the flat.  Please attend and deal with as fit.
Consider your powers in respect of:
Arrest
Sec 24 PACE 1984
Code A, B, C and G of PACE 1984.

Appropriate adult:
You are the suspects grandmother and have acted as an appropriate adult before.  When in interview please be polite but defensive of your grandchild.

Solicitor:
You are a zealous newly qualified solicitor and this is your first time at custody, unfortunately you have forgotten everything you studied during your SQE or LPC and decide to not only look out for the best interests of your client by advising them to go no comment, but when they start to open up, tell them to shut up and even start answering the questions for them.

Observer tasks:

1. How did the arrest and search go?  
2. Were any items recovered? 
3. Was the suspect cautioned?  
4. Was the “when questioned caution used?”.
5. Did the officers consider code G?
6. At custody were the facts of the arrest relayed to the custody sergeant?
7. Did the officers give the response after caution?
8. Did the officers give the response after caution?
9. Did they give their rationale under Code G?  (Necessity).
10. Did the officers provide any information for the suspects risk assessment?
11. Given how the interview went, was there anything that the officers could have done to ensure that the appropriate adult and solicitor did not behave inappropriately in interview and therefore result in a premature end to that interview?

Next time – revisit code C
Explore the role of the Appropriate Adult, Solicitor and notices.
Sec 36 and 37 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994
Special warnings.



