Greek 1: Week 1 Friday



Session plan

Revision: the definite article (“the”)

New: nouns — declension of 6 avOpwTog and
TO £EQYOV

Revision: use of nominative and accusative
case

Reading & translation: parse and translate 1E
Revision: contract verbs

New material: the adjective nuétepog



The Greek definite article
(s) (s) (pD) (pl)

Nominative
Accusative / /
TO TOUC
Genitive ~ ~
™MG  TOv
Dative

TOLC

The endings used for the definite article will, for nouns following three
declension patterns (la, 2a, 2b), correspond to the noun endings. Cf. RG
354 and 355, and 1G. For now, you may use the article as a guide to
determine case and number.



The Greek definite article
(s) (s) (pl) (pl)

Nominative <

Accusative

TOV TNV Té TOUG Técg Té(

Genitive ~ ~

TOU TNG TOU TWV TWV TWV

Dative

TW (uf TW TOIC TALG TOLC

| | |

The endings used for the definite article will, for nouns following three
declension patterns (la, 2a, 2b), correspond to the noun endings. Cf. RG
354 and 355, and 1G. For now, you may use the article as a guide to
determine case and number.



Declension

 ‘Declension’ is the term we use to
describe systematically what noun
forms occur in each case and
number

* English does it too:

— One book, many books —nouns of this
t}gpe form plural with a simple addition
of —s

— One thief, many thieves — nouns of this
type have a change in ending
consonant and add -s

— One sheep, many sheep — nouns of this
type look the same in singular and
plural

* Greek has three main declensions,
but with many sub-types




Noun declension: 2a masculines

T singutar Pl

Nom- 6 avOowmog. oL avOpwToL

Ace oV avBpwTov  TOUG AvOQWTTOLG
Gen- o0 avBEWTOU TV avBpwTwv
R T avOpwTW TOLG AVOQWTOLS

* avBpwmog belongs to 2" declension, where we see strong
similarities with the masculine definite article & m sg/pl kaAog

e ..but remember that not all 2" declension nouns are themselves
masculine in gender!



Noun declension: 2b neuters

N —
To 1TXoloV
/
TTAoLoV
Pat. QY €QYOLS

 For neuters like to £€g9yov and to mAolov, note again
the overlap in forms between nominative and
accusative: this means we need to be more careful in
our syntactical analysis — cf. RG E&G 34



Why it matters

* The forms for nouns and adjectives differ
depending on case, gender, and number

 Within a sentence, it is these differences in
form that communicates to us what role
each noun/adjective plays in that sentence
and determines how it fits together with
other words



Syntax: Picking the right case

* Nominative: nominative forms and
endings are for the subject

: accusative forms and endings
are for objects

* Accusative, genitive and dative also
appear with certain prepositions

— Genitive (as in English) will be used to show the owner of
something, but we’ll get back to that later



Syntax revision

The man holds the shield.

What happens? = predicate
Who + (1) = subject
What/whom does (2) + (1)?
= direct object

Funerary stele for two hoplites, Chairedemos
and Lykeas. C. 420 BCE. Pireaus museum.




Syntax: Words within a sentence

* The dog licks the nose

1. What happens, what is the
action?: someone licks
something = Verb (the
syntax term is ‘predicate’)

2. Who (1) someone
something?: The dog =
Subject

3. What does (2) 51) ?: the nose
= direct object/accusative
object

0 QQotwvocg
O OKVUAOG



Syntax practice

* 0 avOowTog BAeTeL TNV AKQOTTIOALV.
* tov Hyéotpatov @pevyeL 0 avOowmoc.

* TO MAOLOV PBAETIEL TOV QIAOCOPOV.

http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/greek/#
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Adjectives & adverbs

* Adjectives like uétegog ¢ Once we know our

(our/s) decline like kaAoOg adjective declension, we
except in feminine are also able to form
singular: adverbs:
— Nom.  npetéoa * Take the gen. pl. m. of the
— Acc.  mpetégav adjective and swap v for g
— Gen.  nuetéoac at the end:
— Dat. THETEQ — KAV KAAWG
e RG E&G 37 sets out what — KAKQOV KAKQC

other adjectives follow
this rule



Contract verbs

Person and | present indicative active
number

T oW MOLW ONAw

. 004G TMOLELS dnAoig

E L opa moLel dnAol

P 0pwuev molovuey  dnAovuev
P opate MOLELTE dnAovte
P oowoi(v)  mowovo(v) OnAovoi(v)



Contract verbs: imperatives

* Generally, recognising contracts by the accent behaviour
will help you to generate other verb forms correctly

2" sing.  Boa TloLeL ONAov
2nd pl. 0QAaTE motelte  ONAoLTE

* The accent also helps you distinguish between present
indicative and present imperative forms

* cf. 0ga versus 0o



Exercise on contract verb forms

* Make sure to complete the exercises on p.
21



