,Assignment Two  Graveyard Survey
Graveyards have had many studies done in years gone by, but they have often been rather limited or specific. People doing studies have had certain interests, whether it is in unusual wording or tracing families. These have not been comprehensive full records of all details that archaeological records require.  Also, memorials have been replaced by each generation and older memorials have disappeared. Apart from older memorials being replaced and general wear and tear of older memorial stones, there is another huge problem for gravestone archaeology. Knowledge of burial practice is disappearing along with the clearing of churchyards. Many organisations including the Society of Genealogists and the CBA Churches Committee are attempting to slow this down, but are only having minor results. So gravestones are disappearing, often before they are recorded (Rahtz.P,  1979         ).
Eighteenth to twentieth century graveyards hold a great wealth of information for the archaeologist. They are date specific and can tell a lot about that area and can be representative of social change. Memorials can represent many different things. The shape, size , colour and location may catch the eye first, followed by the words inscribed and forms of decoration (for example ivy). These memorials are put up in a landscape that has vegetation, surface features and monuments already in existence (Mytum,H . 1994          ).
During the late eighteenth century there is a big change in the nature of the words inscribed and the style of decoration. There is less calligraphy used and words were written in a more typographical style. These words were often directly speaking to the reader of the stone about the topics of mortality, morality and redemption. In more recent times the text was more about commemorating the dead, family relationships, where they lived or occupation in life. If people were very religious Bible quotations were sometimes used along with crosses. People from right across the social class were having stone monuments at their graves. So difference of wealth was represented by the type or size of the monument. A popular type for wealthier people was the pedimented headstone. These were made of slate and consisted of many pieces, fixed together in a number of ways using clamps, bolts, metal strips or pegs. They often had a coffin shaped body stone covering the grave. This style can be found in Cardiganshire, Pembrokeshire and up to North Wales (Mytum,H             ).
The choice of a specific language shows a commitment to that language. Using the Welsh language is excluding many English speakers who are monoglot. This could also apply to English if yoy go back to the early nineteenth century, but most Welsh people became bilingual during the late nineteenth and twentieth century. Whether the first phrase is in Welsh or English shows which language is preferable. The first text communicates two main messages, the first relates to the site of the body (using the Welsh word bedd ). The second relates to memory (using er cof am meaning in loving memory).The nonconformist chapels had their services in Welsh wherever it was the most dominant language spoken. There was a wide variety of social class represented and they competed in their memorials to signify their standing in society. The use of the Welsh language has ebbed and flowed over the last two centuries, though it is now strong and graveyards will show this in times to come, as well as languages of people migrating into the area (Mytum,H           ).
I copied a graveyard survey record form from the book ‘How To Record A Graveyard’  and photocopied it many times in the library. I took photos with my sons phone, intending to fill the forms in as I went, but realised it would take forever. I finished taking all the photos and took all the information off them at home. I also wrote a number for each photo on each form. I filled in most of the information on the forms, but not all. I also added quite a lot of information that I wanted to gather at the bottom of each form. I added people’s names, ages, year they died, how old they were when they died and what language the memorial was written in. I also recorded how many people were commemorated, material of headstone, type of memorial, which face of memorial was inscribed, condition of monument, condition of inscription and orientation of memorial. I realise if a whole graveyard was being surveyed, grid references would have to be included. As I have taken a random survey from all over the graveyard I could not get my head around grid references. I split ages of women’s deaths into the 19th, 2oth and 21st centuries. I added all the ages and divided them for an average age of death in each century.I did this for men in all three centuries, and I also noted child deaths. I went through my forms and noted language for each memorial, putting them into each century to see if there was much difference from one century to the next. I also did figures for how many people were commemorated on each memorial. [image: ][image: ]
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What surprised me from working out an average age of death for women was that there was no increase in age of death in the 21st century. I did have more memorials from the 20th century, even so a lot of women I recorded from the 21st century had died in their sixties. This seems very young to me and I would like to know what they died from. The average age for women in the 19th century was just under fifty five and a half years. This probably represents the fact more women died during or most likely after childbirth (due to infection from retained placentas and haemorrhage).The average age of women increased by sixteen years from the 19th to the 20th centuries. The average age of men increased by almost eleven years from the 19th to the20th century. The average age of men increased by five years from the 20th to the 21st century. Though their lifespan is still less than that of  womens at sixty six years in the 21st century, which also seems far too young. For women in the 21st century it is seventy two which also seems very young. Children are probably very under represented in the graveyard as a lot of people probably could not afford a memorial. However, from what was recorded child deaths halved from the 19th to the 20th century. I did not record a grave from the 21st century.
From the record of language used on memorials, there were a few bilingual, but many more in English and Welsh. I probably thought there would be far more Welsh than English, especially in the 19th century. It surprised me how many English memorials there were from the 1800’s. The Polish graves are representative of a community living in Lampeter since the early 20th century. I recorded one French grave which may be the oldest grave I recorded (1855). 
The wording of epitaphs has changed massively over time. They are far less religious and far more personal. One that was in Welsh obviously related to this man being a prisoner of war of the Japanese (IMG- 0522). I have noted down my two favourite epitaphs;
‘They are not dead, whose memory lives
In the hearts of those who know there worth’ (IMG-0409)
Love is not counted by the years you live
But by the love you gave and things you did (IMG-0459)
Families were often buried together and this is still happening in the 20th and 21st centuries. The figures are higher for single burials in the 21st century but I think this represents the fact more people are single.
The style of memorials has changed greatly over time. There was much more variation in the 19th century when there were many different forms of memorials, for example tomb graves. It seems headstones are the norm in more recent times, usually made of granite with simple lettering. The older graves are more interesting and they were usually made of stone or slate. They often had words carved in a calligraphy style. The French tomb of 1855 had three different styles of writing. The older memorials of stone or slate also often had leaves and flowers carved around the outside of the memorial (often ivy, sometimes palm leaves, sometimes roses). This is far less common on the more recent graves, though there are a couple. The Polish grave IMG-0413 has flowers and leaves at the top of the memorial. One memorial has a shepherds crook engraved at the top (IMG-0466).
Very few of the memorials mention occupations, the main exceptions being men of the church and publicans. Memorial IMG-0418 is a Priest called Angus J. B. Higgins who was Professer of Theology S.D.U.C Lampeter from 1970-1976. There was also a Reverend Thomas Gibby who died in 2005 at the age of ninety three. There was the Very Reverend Dean of St.Davids, Vicar of this Parish and Principal of St. Davids College (as it was then known)who died in 1878. Also buried in the graveyard was Joan Wood, College House S.D.U.C. and her husband Reverend Thomas Wood, another Professer at S.D.U.C.. The most prominent church man of memorials I recorded was Alfred Morris, Professer at St.Davids, Bishop of Monmouth from1945-1967 and Archbishop of Wales from 1957-1967. There were two publicans, Ann Jones formerly of the Ram Inn and Royal Oak Hotel and Raymond Coles of the Ivy Bush.  
I have to mention the pauper’s graves that only have initials and a number meaning nobody can ever know if they were men, women or children, when they died or how old they were when they died which is a bit sad. I have also included two wooden crosses because these are rare, one has a Spanish sounding first name and one has only the initials E.R.B. on it.
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