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In this piece of essay, it will demonstrate a clear understanding of one or more educational philosophers in terms of their contribution to our understanding or practice of education and their continued relevance in education today. The two philosophers that this essay will be focusing on is John Dewey and Maria Montessori theory. After identifying both philosophers as well as comparing them to one another, the essay will be evaluating how their work is still used in education today.

John Dewey was a very well read and referenced philosopher whose work was hugely influenced in many childcare settings. John Dewey was a bright kid that studied in the university of Vermont, he graduated in his Batchelor degree in 1879. He then began his teaching career, he taught two years of high school in Oil city and one year of elementary school in Vermont (Study, 2003).
He was born in 1859 and died in 1952 in New York aged 92, while he was in New York he wrote his most famous philosophical work, Experience and Nature 1925 (Godfrey-Smith, 2013).

The Analysis of human learning was an experiment that Dewey conducted, he believed that the reflex arc concept in psychology in both sequences of the child’s behaviour which is the seeing, reading and feeling, the burn withdrawing the hand there was said to be an arc from the external stimulation of the sense organ to a response set up by the internal working of the child’s brain. 
James attempted to approve on this model by empathising the isolation produced in the child’s mind and the new habit that they produced (Godfrey-Smith, 2013).
In this case, the new habit was the child withdrawing her hand form the presence of the flame but Dewey was still not convinced. His own analysis of the learning experience begins not with stimulates than his external to organism but with stimulus that is a coordinate act involving the sensory and motor actions of the child and the context which the situation occurs, the context includes such things such as the child’s pass experiences environment and the level of engagement included she is to the experiences (Godfrey-Smith, 2013).

After having his doctorate in philosophy which was given to him by John Hopkins University later in 1884 he started teaching philosophy and psychology at the university of Michigan (McLeod, 2019). 
Dewey firstly started his interest in education while he was in Michigan, he focused and observed his reading that most schools were following early traditions and did not pay no attention to the latest findings in psychology and to the need for intergrading democracy in current school order (Stanford Encyclopaedia of philosophy, 2018).
He was searching for new ways in which that philosophy of education would be addressing these needs. 
Dewey’s philosophy was labelled as pragmatism, which basically believes that reality is to be experienced (Stanford Encyclopaedia of philosophy, 2018). 
His field of work was mainly focused on philosophy of education and progressive education. Progressive education is essentially a view of education that emphasizes the need to learn by doing (McLeod, 2019). 
He didn’t believe that education should just be teachers making student learn facts, they will be soon forgotten. 

He suggested that learning should be like a journey full of experiences and learning from their previous mistakes, and that schools should give students the opportunity to prepare themselves for life in society which is by socializing them. “The school is primarily a social institution.’’ (School and Ecosystems et al, 2012). 

He felt that school tries so hard to create a world that would separate from students lives. He felt that school’s life experiences and activities should some how be connected to each other for the students. He felt that it would be impossible that real learning takes place. 

Dewey was mostly famous for his ‘progressive education’ which is a view that emphasizes the need to ‘learn by doing’ one learnt well with a hands on approach. His approach was that both students and teachers learn together, he wanted everyone to have an equal voice and opportunity to have a say in the learning experience (Pegg, 2019). 
Dewey’s work published over 1,000 essays, books and articles, that include a wide range of different subjects such as culture, art, nature, religion and many more (Pegg, 2019).  
He helped found the famous laboratory school which was well known as ‘the Dewey school, where he tested his psychological and pedagogic hypotheses (Pegg, 2019). 
His ideas affected American educational theory and practice. All his ideas were child centric and not subject oriented children should explore the environment (Pegg, 2019). 
“The world is moving at a tremendous rate. No one knows where. We must prepare our children not for the world of the past, not for our world, but for their world–the world of the future.” (Heick, et al 2018). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dewey hugely believed that that humans learn best through a ‘hands on approach’, Dewey’s work of research believed that students needs to interact with their environment surroundings in order to be able to learn effectively (Study, 2019), he also believed that the same idea was true for teachers, both teachers and student must learn together (Study, 2019). “If we think of education as the process of forming fundamental dispositions, intellectual and emotional, toward nature and fellow men philosophy may even be defined, as the general theory of education” (John Dewey et al). 
When conducting research John Dewey was one of the main influencer that has a huge impact in todays education. His theory has many advantages to education today as well as a few disadvantages. 
One of the main advantage of Dewey’s theory is that children get to explore both indoor and outdoor environment freely with no barriers holding them back, while having the opportunity to be in charge of their leaning and become independent whether its choosing where they’d like to play, dressing themselves and choosing how they’d like to learn. When children are given opportunity and choice learning also becomes enjoyable to them and they become more motivated, this is because they are not being told what to do and how to do it, they are able to use their own creatively and imaginary how they like. 

John Dewey work is still used in education today, because teachers give children the opportunity to explore their curiously. 
Some disadvantages to Dewey’s work is that teachers sometimes may miss some big red flags in the child’s development and then when the area is identified it may be to late to provide the correct support to be put in place. 
“the school is simply that form of community life in which all those agencies are concentrated that will be most effective in bringing the child to share in the inherited resources of the race, and to use his own powers for social ends...education is a process of living and not a preparation for future living.” Dewey (1897) (My Pedagogic Creed)
The Foundation Phase is a legal requirement that all schools across Wales should follow, it is a statutory Curriculum for all three to seven year olds, that was firstly introduced in 2010 of September (Welsh Government, 2015). 
This curriculum sets out standards for early years’ practitioners to ensure that the needs of every child is being meet effectively and that every child is being kept safe and healthy while they are in the setting. 
This Curriculum allows children to be creative and imaginative as well as making learning more enjoyable for the children, where they have the opportunity to explore the world around them without adults directing them what’s right and wrong. 
It has seven core aims which are, 
· Physical development 
· Mathematics 
· Welsh language development 
· Literacy, language and communication 
· Creative development 
· Personal and social development 
· Knowledge and understanding of the world (Welsh Government, 2015).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child (UNCRC) is an agreement that most countries have agreed on which protects all human’s rights to the age of 18. 194 counties have officially signed up to the agreement, whereas there are two countries who haven’t, which is the U.S.A and Somalia. The UNCRC consist of 54 articles that set out every child’s rights and how the governments should work together to make the rights available for children and most importantly that the children are aware of the legal rights. The Welsh government has summed the UNCRC to come under seven key headlines, which sets out seven core aims (Welsh Government, 2015) 
The seven core aims help ensure that all children and young people: 
1. Have a flying start 
2. Have access to range of comprehensive education 
3. Enjoy the best possible physical and mental and emotional health, are free from abuse. 
4. Access to play, leisure and cultural activities 
5. Treated with respect 
6. Have a safe home and community 
7. Not disadvantaged by no type of poverty (Welsh Government, 2015) 

In many childcare setting, the child’s rights are put up on display boards around the school, to make children aware that they have those rights. Some articles are: 
(Article 12) ‘’Every child has the right to say what they think in all matters affecting them, and to have their views taken seriously’’ (Children and young people’s commissioner Scotland)
(Article 19) ‘’I have the right to be protected from being hurt or badly treated’’ (Children and young people’s commissioner Scotland)
(Article 31) ‘’I have a right to relax and play’’ (Children and young people’s commissioner Scotland)

Montessori theory is also an approach that links into Dewey’s theory of development which was developed by Maria Montessori, she strongly believed that children should be given the opportunity to engage in hands on experiences, she suggested that children learn better by doing. The Montessori approach is holistic which focuses on the whole of the child (Montessori St Nicholas, no date).
She believed that “The greatest sign of a success for a teacher is to be able to say, ‘The children are now working as if I did not exist.” – Maria Montessori
The quote above suggests that children should be given the opportunity to explore both indoor and outdoor without any disruption as well as having trial and error to learn from. The teacher’s role is just to supervise and observe the children.
She believed in six different key principles which are, 
Independence 
Observation 
Following the child 
Correcting the child
Prepared environment 
Absorbent mind (Daily Montessori, 2019). 

1. Independence is the first key principle that Montessori believed that children needed in order to experience trial and error ‘’Never help a child with a task at which he feels he can succeed’’ Maria Montessori. It was her aim to make sure that children are given the independence to do things for themselves. This is by giving the children the opportunity to explore, what they want to do, the opportunity to move around and to dress themselves. She believed that when children are given the independence an increase in their self belief and confidence increases to the best outcome. 
2. The second key principle is observation, that is also known as watching, this is a simple principle that parents can easily do, this was Montessori method that she leant about children was to observe the children enjoying themselves without any interference from the adults. It also developed Montessori’s theories on child development. This principle is also a way that adults can observe what the child’s needs are, and whether support in needed in some areas.  
3. Following the child is the third principle, Montessori believed that when following the child, they are able to show the adults what they need to do, and what areas they need to develop in as well as some challenges they might find difficult that needs extra work on. 
4. The fourth principle is correcting the child, all children make mistakes, whether its spilling something, or dropping food, she believed that adults raising their voice was not necessary. Instead she believed that recognizing the child’s mistakes calmly such as ‘oh, you’ve dropped food on the floor, why don’t we get a cloth to clean it’ this was a better way to come across the point it gave the child the opportunity to ask the child to do some valid practical work with the adult. 
5. “The teacher’s first duty is to watch over the environment, and this takes precedence over all the rest. Its influence is indirect, but unless it be well done there will be no effective and permanent results of any kind, physical, intellectual or spiritual.” – Maria Montessori. This principle was the prepared environment which Montessori thought to be extremely important, this principle allows the child to learn from the adult. Rooms in which children are taught in are child sized with activities already set up for success that allows freedom for children to move around in freely. The environment must be safe for children to explore freely. 
6. The sixth and final principle was absorbent mind in which Montessori analyzed how children learned the language without an adult teaching them. She believed that children under the age of three, don’t really need to have taught lessons in order for them to learn, they usually absorb everything in the environment by experiencing it. Children pick up the language of the adult easily, that’s why she believed that adults should be careful what they say while they are around children, children usually see adults as role models and want to copy what they do and say. 

Maria Montessori was born in 1870 in Ancona, Italy to a very well known and successful family, she attended the university of Rome with the support of her mother, she became the first ever women physioion in 1896 (Smith, 1997). 
She began attending a public elementary school in 1876, later she entered a secondary school Regia Scuola Tecica Micherlangelo Buonarroti with a degree in physics-mathematics from Regio instituto Tecnico Leonardo Ola Vinci in 1890 (Smith, 1997). 
Her parents wanted her become a teacher, but Maria on the other hand was more interested in pursuing higher education at this time she realized she wanted to become a doctor and entered the medical program at the university of Rome in 1893 (Smith, 1997), she specialized in pediatrics and psychiatry and became a doctor of medicine in 1896 then following her graduation as a medical doctor she was employed as an assistant (Smith, 1997). 

During her early medical career, she worked mostly with the poor and children she was very well interested in education as well as psychiatry and used to observe the ways that children were educated. 
She felt that children could do better if some changes were made to the existing education system. She was appointed as a counselor to the newly formed National league for the protection of Retarted children in 1899. Then in 1907 she opened the Casa Olei Bambini or children’s house enrolling 50 to 60 children from poor backgrounds. Her first school became a great success and then soon schools all over Italy began following this model. Today there are 3,000 Montessori schools all over the world. Soon Montessori schools were sprouting up in countries like America, Germany, France, India and China, from 1915 to 1939 she covered countries like Spain the Netherlands and the UK. 
In 1939 she went to India where she would stay for seven years before returning home. She died in Noordwilk South Holland, Netherlands on May 6, 1952 at the age of 81. 
The Montessori approach also interlinks with the Foundation Phase this is by ensuring that practitioners are always giving and the child the amount of freedom that they need to explore the world and curiosity. 
She believed that, ‘’The only language men ever speak perfectly is the one they learn in babyhood, when no one can teach them anything’’ What Montessori suggested here is that children don’t need adults to teach them, they learn better by having experiential learning, they get to experience and make mistakes then learn from them. Montessori’s approach to leaning has an impact in today’s learning, because schools around the world follow her approach to learning as studies show that children usually learn better from experiencing. 
In conclusion, John Dewey was a very success American philosopher and educator who founded the pragmatism that was very popular in the latest 20th century. 

"I believe that education, therefore, is a process of living and not a preparation for future living."
- John Dewey, My Pedagogic Creed (1897)
Dewey hugely believed that education should be full of experiences that would be building upon previous experiences and that learning should be a life long journey for children to trail and error. He didn’t believe that children learn well when being taught to by teachers, he suggested that when teachers teach children, all that children learn is mindless facts that they will soon forget. Coming back to Montessori’s approach, both philosophers interlink to one another, Montessori’s approach links in with Dewey’s theory to leaning as Maria suggested that children should be given the opportunity to explore their curiously, as we all know children love to question. Lillard (2013) suggested that children should be able to engage in playful learning. Overall, the both philosophers identified above promotes the hands on approach to leaning which makes learning more enjoyable as well as beneficial for children. 
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