Gobbet on Catullus 8.1-14
For this gobbet I shall be analysing lines 1 to 14 of Catullus’ poem 8.[footnoteRef:1]  The poem is to Catullus’ then supposed lover who goes by the name of Lesbia. It is not known if Lesbia was a creation from a real-life lover of Catullus or just a made-up character for the poems. It is unknown what order poem 8 falls within the place of poems as Catullus wrote 25 entries about Lesbia, however, this one could be suggested to have been written after Catullus broke up with Lesbia. The writing of the poem is more simple than Catullus’ other poems, for example when compared to poem 6 or 7[footnoteRef:2] which are longer and more complex. [1:  Catullus, G.V. & Lee, G., 1990. The poems of Catullus]  [2:  Gaisser 2007, Catullus p.501] 

The identity of Lesbia is unknown to most of the readers of the poem but some idea has been suggested as to who Lesbia was. One of the suggestions is that Lesbia was Sappho.[footnoteRef:3] The name given to this female love interest of Catullus is Lesbia which he could have taken from Lesbos where Sappho was from, and the similarities between Lesbia and Sappho do not stop there. Sappho wrote about love between women and also her own love for another woman which when reading Catullus’ poems sounds oddly similar to Lesbia and what she had been doing. Catullus even goes so far as to almost copy one of Sappho’s poems: Catullus’ poem 51 appears to be similar to Sappho’s poem 31.[footnoteRef:4] Though both Sappho and Catullus were well known for writing about love in a very detailed way, it could be that Catullus took inspiration from Sappho’s poems and to honour  her by creating one of his characters after her.[footnoteRef:5]  [3:  Marilyn B, 2007. A companion to Catullus p. 259]  [4:  Marilyn B, 2007. A companion to Catullus p.260]  [5:  Gaisser 2007, Catullus p. 502] 

Catullus’ poem 8 was written from a first-person perspective compared to Catullus’ previous poems where they are addressed to Lesbia but for the public to read as well. It is clear that this poem is first person as Catullus addresses himself by calling himself ‘wretched’, however in Latin the word is ‘Miser’ which has many different translations in English, one being ‘miserable’.[footnoteRef:6] Using an adjective like wretched helps to set the beginning tone of the poem, which is Catullus stating his heartbreak over Lesbia. Catullus then goes on to address himself more by telling himself that he needs to stop caring for Lesbia, which gives the whole poem an almost a pathetic undertone, as later in line 9 Catullus calls himself a ‘weakling’. This could suggest that Catullus sees himself as weak for even falling in love with Lesbia or that he is weak for still allowing her to affect him in this way, because in this poem it is almost as if Catullus is implying that love is the weakness;  it could then be suggested that it was love that actually got in the way of their relationship.   [6:  Gaisser 2007, Catullus p. 504] 

Catullus repeats himself in his poem with lines 3 and 8 where he speaks of the sun and how it used to shine brightly. This could suggest the deeper meaning of the words themselves: it could be that Catullus is comparing their love to the sun itself and that he repeats the same line twice to prove that he really believes that with Lesbia there would be no more light in his life without her, that the days he spent with her were more bright for him. Furthermore, in the lines in between the repeated text Catullus mentions how they did amusing things together as well as also talking about the love that they had for one another. However, with how dramatic Catullus’ choice of words sometimes  are for his poetry about Lesbia, it is hard to say if his poetry is based on his own real emotions and life or are the work of pure fiction. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]With this poem Catullus is also telling himself what he needs to do now to be able to move on from Lesbia with direct speech to himself; he states that he no longer loves her but then in lines  13 and 14 Catullus starts to question who is going to want or love Lesbia. These lines suggest that he is still obsessed with his ex-lover,[footnoteRef:7] as in later poems after this he goes on to show his jealousy of Lesbia and how she had found a new lover. Lines 15 – 18 then show us Catullus’ obsessive personality when he starts directly speaking to Lesbia,  which makes me think that it was not love he had for Lesbia but more of an obsession with her instead, because she was made to be someone so perfect in Catullus’ previous poems, that made Catullus himself see her as more than just a mortal girl in some ways.[footnoteRef:8] This obsession is pathetic in a lot of ways as he knows he has lost Lesbia to another person at this point. [7:  Adler, 1981, Catullan self-revelation p.132]  [8:  Adler, 1981, Catullan self-revelation p.135] 
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