Eco friendly shelter

[bookmark: _GoBack]Homelessness can be caused by a lot of different things, not having money enough for rent or housing, poverty and unemployment, people can also become homeless after getting realised from prison, care or the army with no home to go to. In Wales last year, 9,210 households were threatened with homelessness. (Crisis, 66 Commercial Street, London, (2018) About homelessness)
What really happens to people when they are homeless? Do they automatically end up as someone we avoid in our everyday life or someone we just don’t notice in general? The reason why many don’t donate some money for the poor man on the street, might be because of all the imposters just looking for some extra money in their perfectly fine life. Even though the imposters exist there are still more of the once that live on the street on rough nights that suffers from multiple health problems. 
Another problem we have in the world is our use of plastic. We can pretty much make anything out of plastic. If you look around you will find out most things have plastic in them, our bottles are made from plastic, crisps bags, straws, kid’s toys and a lot more. We used it so much that it would seem weird if it isn’t made from plastic. What really is the problem with plastic you might wonder? We’ll only use plastic once before it’s binned and ends up somewhere in the environment. Most plastic are biodegradable, which means it doesn’t rot and stay around in the environment for hundreds of years. 
Both problems are world-wide so why not put them into the same project. In our project we got put in a group of 4 to 5. The task we got delivered was to find a way to make plastic filled bottles into a shelter for the homeless. 
First day after getting the task we sat in our group and the three of them seemed to already know what they were doing. Me and Amy sat there not knowing what to do or even what they were doing. We asked them what we could do and if we could help with what they were doing. They said no to the help and told me to do some google searches on how you build an Igloo. Why they needed the research on an Igloo was because that was the shape they wanted their shelter to be in. I come from Norway and an Igloo is something I’ve built multiple times when I was younger. So, I felt like this wasn’t even a thing that was necessary for me, but I did it anyway. I found a few things I didn’t know before like the reason why they dig down in the entrance is to stop the cold from coming in. The next day it seemed like they had done so much more with the project that we never got told about. They really did not communicate with us at all, so me and Amy decided to split up from them and create our own group. 
[image: ][image: ][image: ]We still went with the Igloo idea, because it was too late to fully create our own thing. Instead of it being fully round like an igloo, we wanted the shape to be more like an octagon. An octagon shape will better help the structure to stand up fully and hold the roof up. One level of bottles uses around 54 bottles, the length is 2500mm and 210mm the horizontal way. The wall is 5 bottles high which is 900 mm, the roof got a few extra bottles which together add 600mm. Overall the shelter’s hight is 1500 mm. The shelter is generally built for 2 people, but might have space for a few more depending on how comfortable they are with a little space.
The materials used are obviously plastic filled bottles and cardboard. We had to cut a hole into the cardboard to have space for the plastic bottles. To make it more stable we thought of using a four stack of the cut cardboard with bottles in them at the time. So, it could easily be moved on top of each other without being too heavy. We thought about using bee wax on the outside but weren’t sure if we wanted to use it or not. 
[image: ]The thing we struggled the most with was to hold the sculpture together in the best possible way. Ian mentioned the idea of maybe getting the bottle stuck in the cardboard somehow. So, we took his advice and got up with the idea of screwing the bottle cap together on the cardboard. This ended up being the thing I was the proudest of, I built a model to show the way we could do it. Sadly, the model got lost somewhere in all the building of the actual shelter. The idea got used in the actual build of the shelter so lucky I got a picture to demonstrate it. 
How the cardboard was supposed to survive the heavy weather like rain, is something we should have looked more into and found up better ideas. Making the shelter more waterproof is very important and is something I would have worked on last time. In the end we were quite proud of what we could do in the short of amount of time after splitting up from our previous group. Of course, if me and Amy were the only one on the group from the start of, or if the group that we were a part of were better at communicate then it could all be done a lot better. Overall, I learned a lot from the project. I learned that not every group can work out even when you try, I learned more about plastic and homelessness. All important things that I will take with me into the future and maybe even our next project. 
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