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Synopsis: The Price of Salt
The novel is told through the perspective of protagonist Therese Belivet.  She is a 19-Year-old struggling to be a theatre set designer in New York.  We learn that Therese has a boyfriend she is not in love with and is worried about the direction of her future.  She also has recurring thoughts about the nun Sister Alicia and the boarding school she lived in.  Unable to find work, she takes a job in the toy section at the fictional department store Frankenberg’s over Christmas Holidays.  On a shift at Frankenberg’s, she has a fateful encounter with a mysterious and elegant woman named Carol Aird.  Carol purchases a doll from Therese’s counter.  Therese gets Carol to take down her address for the doll’s delivery.  Therese is left completely smitten by Carol and decides to send her a Christmas letter.  Surprisingly, Carol calls Therese at her work to thank her for the letter.  From there, the two plan and go to lunch on Therese’s next work break.  After this, Therese’s interest in seeing her boyfriend Richard plummet, much to his dismay.  Although she makes it clear she does not love him, he fights to maintain the relationship.  Therese and Carol meet up again, and later go back to Carol’s home.  During this time, Therese breaks down to Carol and tells her whole life’s story.  She talks about how her mother left her in a religious boarding school after remarrying.  This made her feel abandoned and resulted in her cutting contact with her mother.  Carol puts Therese to bed after this.  Later that night, Carol’s estranged husband Harge arrives at the house.  It is from this that we learn about Carols pending divorce and custody battle for her daughter, Rindy.
  Carol and Therese continue spending time together, resulting in Richard being suspicious and jealous of their relationship.  Therese also meets Carol’s best friend Abby, whom Carol previously had a brief affair with.  She is immediately jealous of their relationship, quickly aware of their closeness.  After Christmas, Carol invites Therese to road trip around America with her.  Therese accepts, and finally breaks up with her boyfriend Richard.  On a night during their trip, they finally consummate their feelings for one another in a hotel room.  They continue their trip, aware of their growing romantic relationship.  Later, Abby contacts Carol and tips her off that Harge has an investigator following them.  They manage to locate him, but not before he sends off incriminating evidence of their affair.  Harge planned to gain evidence of their affair and use it against her for full custody of their daughter.  Carol goes back to New York to deal with this issue, while Therese remains on the road awaiting Carols signal to return.  Later, Therese receives a letter from Carol, ending their relationship for the sake of seeing her daughter.  Therese is left heartbroken, feeling abandoned by Carol.  She returns to New York and decides to reinvent herself.  She gets a job as a set designer with potential for growth.  Abby contacts Therese, telling her to meet Carol for dinner.  Although apprehensive, Abby convinces her to do so.  At dinner, Therese learns how Carol has completely lost custody of her daughter, only get a few weeks of supervised visits a year.  Carol asks Therese to live with her, to which Therese declines.  She still feels abandoned by Carol after their breakup.  After this, Therese goes to a work party.  Carol stays at the restaurant as she is waiting for another engagement.  There, she meets a beautiful English actress.  They talk, and Therese has an epiphany.  She realizes she will never love this woman, nor anyone as much as she loves Carol.  She hastily leaves the party and arrives back at the restaurant.  Carol sees her and waves her over with overt eagerness and joy.  Although uncertain, it is strongly implied they will reunite and live happily together.  
Book Blurb: Bare
Maeve is a twenty-something year old university drop-out.  Once beaming with potential, she now works a dead-end job at Vancouver Chinatown’s mall.  Although unhappy, she cannot break the cycle she is currently in.  A horrific event from her past has left a mark on her that will not vanish.  Things take a sinister turn when a known stranger invades her life.  Maeve’s past comes back to haunt her as she does all she can to protect herself.  Previous events begin to seemingly repeat themselves.  Maeve is forced to make decisions no one should have to make.  Will she defend herself and take her life back?  Or will she fall further into the darkness that surrounds her life?

Letter to Publisher
To Brian J. White:
I am a Canadian short story writer currently based in Wales.  I am writing to offer my short story Bare for submission in Fireside Magazine. I am a reader of the magazine, and it would be an honor to be published in one of the issues.
I began short story writing in my adolescence.  I am currently completing my bachelor’s degree in English and Creative writing at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. During this time, I have submitted many short stories for assessment.  Many have received above satisfactory response from my tutors.  Although I have not been published professionally, I hope that my first opportunity could be with Fireside Magazine.  I know that Fireside Magazine started from support on Crowdfunding to increase the pay of authors.  I admire the strives your magazine has taken to offer inclusion for lesser-known authors.  It is my aspiration that you will consider publishing me as a new up-and-coming author.
If after reviewing my submission you consider it one of the better short stories you have received for your next issue, I hope that you will see it fit to include them in the magazine. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
A. J. Sippola

				Application for Ghostwriting Job
	To whom it concerns,
I am interested in your job posting for a ghost writer.  As a Creative Writing Major, I wrote various pieces for my bachelor’s degree.  Of these includes short stories, flash fiction, and wrote a free verse poem for a showcased performance at a venue.
Since graduating from university, I have continued refining my creative writing skills.  This has included submitting to short story publishers and entering fiction writing contests.
I also have experience editing work for my peers.  I believe this would also make me an exceptional match for this position.  Samples of my literary work are available for review upon request.  I look forward to hearing back from you and thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
A. J. Sippola


Synopsis: Distant Cosmos
	Melissa “Mel” Seymour is the protagonist of the novel.  She lives in smalltown Alberta, Canada with her husband Fred.  Their marriage is unsatisfying for Mel in various aspects.  Now in her mid-forties, Mel feels trapped in her humdrum life.  Fred works long hours on his family’s cattle farm.  Mel spends most of each day tending to the garden on their acreage.  Although she primarily tends to produce, there is a seemingly random patch of Cosmo flowers in the backyard she also works on.  When taking breaks, Mel takes a seat near these flowers to relax and think.  Throughout the story, we get various flashbacks of Mel’s life woven in; her childhood, her young adulthood, and her first meeting Fred.  Mel’s childhood was unstable; her father was an abusive alcoholic, and her mother was neglectful.  She grew up in isolated Nova Scotia.  Her only solace was visits to her grandmother “Marge’s” house.  It was at her grandmothers that she first learned and gained an interest in gardening.  As a teenager, her grandmother passed away from a fall while alone at home.  Mel is left guilt-ridden, feeling at fault for not being present when the fall happened.  At the same, she inherits a lump sum from Marge’s will.  Because of this, she leaves home and begins her life anew.  During the present day, Mel is going through her everyday life.  Although she tries to keep busy, she is restless.  When Fred gets in from work, he is left without energy.  Aside from dinner, he is immediately in bed.  Mel outwardly rejects the possibility of an affair, suggesting it is not in Fred’s nature.
After learning about her childhood, the flashbacks move into adulthood.  Mel’s early adulthood is fast-paced and exciting; she travels across Canada picking up odd jobs as she goes.  She settles in the Okanogan one summer as a fruit picker.  During this time, she meets an exciting stranger named Ray.  They soon start a passionate affair, in which Mel finds out he is a member of “The Hell’s Angel’s” gang.  Although shocked, this does not deter Mel and their relationship continues.  From this, Mel falls into the partying lifestyle Ray and his fellow members are accustomed to.  Along the way Mel also meets some friends; Louis from her job fruit picking, Sara from “The Hell’s Angel’s” bar, and Fiona who is the girlfriend of Ray’s friend, Mike.  The summer ends and Mel stays to be with Ray, different to her original plan.  She takes a job as a waitress at a local diner.  Although her life is lively and fun, Ray has begun to develop a serious cocaine addiction.  Unbeknownst to Mel, Ray has garnered serious debt within “The Hell’s Angel’s” to subsidize his addiction.  Regardless, the two continue living the carefree lifestyle they are accustomed to.  In the present day, Mel and Fred are at a farmers’ market on the weekend.  As they talk, Mel considers how little they relate to one another now.  She considers how Fred’s quietness has become sour and empty; he no longer listens as he used to.  Of what Fred does say, it is monotonous and never in response to something Mel has said.  That night, she considers how different their life might have been if they had children.  She ponders whether their currents lives would have been better or worse.
Going back into the past, Mel has begun to catch onto Ray’s addiction.  She tries to help him quit, but he struggles and often sneaks away to fuel his problem.  She learns that Fiona and Mike have also developed addictions, with the couple veering into even harder drugs.  Although supportive, Louis and Sara urge Mel to leave the situation before it becomes dangerous.  During this time, Mel suspects gang members have been stalking her.  In one instance, she strongly suspects someone is watching her come in from the night shift at work.  Eventually, things hit a breaking point; Ray has been unable to repay his debts and is severely beaten by his fellow gang members.  Unintentionally, this leaves Ray braindead and in a coma.  Mel is left heartbroken.  Still fearing for her life, she decides to leave the Okanogan for her safety.  She settles in Alberta because of the cheap property and agricultural work.  The keeps in contact with Louis and Sara through calls and letters.  In the following years, Mike overdoses on heroin and dies.  Unable to support herself, Fiona becomes a prostitute for “The Hell’s Angel’s” and later overdoses as well.  Sara is fatally shot one night leaving her shift at the bar.  Louis suggests this was gang related, however the police never follow up on this.  Louis is the only one who goes on to live happily.  She is married with kids by the present-day story.  She lives in Vancouver, and always tells Mel to come visit some day soon.
In the present day, Mel finds herself spending more and more time by the Cosmo flowers in their yard.  Fred also takes note of this on weekends, and remarks how dull the flowers are in appearance.  Mel rebuttals, suggesting their beauty is simple.  Fred snorts at this claim and concludes the conversation.  Mel ponders for a moment, realizing this was the most conversation they had shared in some time.
The flashbacks follow now into Mel’s life in Alberta.  Mel works as a farmer and bartender; it is at the bar that she meets Fred.  Although quiet and somewhat dull, she is fond of the stability in his disposition.  She admits to herself that she never fully fell in love with him, especially compared to Ray.  At the same time, she recognizes that Fred likely was never in love with her either.  He is far too logical and stern to believe in the concept of love.  Their relationship was instead built off a mutual respect and tenderness for one another.  Eventually, they married and bought their acreage.  Following Fred’s wishes, they unfruitfully tried for kids.  Even though it was Fred’s aspiration, Mel felt she was more upset by their failure to conceive.  As time progressed, their lives grew duller and more distant.  Mel considers how the two were far too different for things to have been successful forever.
After going into town to buy meat for dinner, Mel enters the kitchen to begin cooking.  Upon entering, she drops her bags on the floor in shock; the Cosmo flowers have been put in a vase on the counter.  Much worse, they have been crudely ripped out by their roots.  Fred enters the kitchen, remarking on the state of the cosmos.  He says how he bought roses for her to plant in the backyard instead.  Furthermore, he remarks how she will be able to appreciate the cosmos more often now that they are in the house.  Mel’s shock results in an epiphany; the cosmos were more than flowers; they were the only thing that was entirely hers.  They were the last piece of control she had over her life.  When Fred ripped them out of the earth, he took the last piece of independence she had left.  Although she had tried to create stability in her life, she ended up feeling more detached from herself than ever before.  This detachment left her stuck at home in an unfulfilling marriage.  Mel puts on a smile and excuses herself to the bedroom.  She shuts the door behind her and uses the telephone to call Louis.  They talk briefly and Mel discusses her wishes to go to Vancouver immediately.  It is left ominous as to whether Mel will divorce Fred or not.




