


At the end of the year December 2022, according to the National Crime Agency (2023) there were “7936 referrals between modern slavery and human trafficking that were made”. These referrals were made for individuals who were potentially involved in exploitation taken place in the UK. Following with a 10.3% increase in this time of crime from the year 2021. Whereas in comparison to 2023 from April to June there was 3998 referrals recorded showing a 16% difference to the previous year during that time period April to June (Home Office, 2023).  However, in addition Stripe (2021) suggests that crime data that was being collected during covid was impacted as the crime survey was completed through phone calls whereas due to ethical issues and confidentialities over the phone the questions used are limited.  Stripe (2021) indicates that the recordings of certain crimes have increased due to more people having to stay at home, more awareness raised through campaigns and the increase of high-profile cases.
According to UK Parliament (2023) modern slavery covers a large section of crime which includes human trafficking, slavery and forced labour. It is suggested that modern slavery can be defined as “exploitation that happens against a person who can then not leave due to controlling behaviours, use of force and powers against vulnerable people. However, it can be known to exploit people for personal or commercial gain against individuals’ human rights”. Wooditch and Steverson (2017) suggests that there is not one primary definition for human trafficking. However, they indicate that human trafficking involves “sex trafficking, labour trafficking and the removal of organs” these are done through the process of “forcing, fraud or coercion of an individual to engage in a sex trade, transportation or using the individual for labour services or organ removals”. ‘The Palermo Protocol was signed in 2000 by the UK which provided the first ever definition for human trafficking (Bryant and Landman, 2020). Within these areas of crime, the financial profit margins are really high with industries generating £150 billion profits in a year (Thornton, 2021). Human trafficking and modern slavery demonstrate that perpetrators of these areas of crime use the vulnerable in order to generate these large illegal profits each year (UK Parliament, 2023).
The Anti-Slavery Commissioner, (2015) implemented a plan for modern slavery in order to tackle the problem. The strategy implemented is called the 4’ps. The first one being pursue, this is where the government are focussing on the threat and ensuring they are working effectively with cooperations and internal partners. The second one being prevent, this is where the government is preventing the issue of modern slavery and raising awareness of what victims are going through and the consequences of this crime. The next two have a large focus on the victim themselves and aim to look at reducing vulnerability. Protecting allows the government to ensure the government are protecting individuals to stop them from becoming a victim. Therefore, in order to maintain this part of the strategy is it important that the awareness of the signs of modern slavery is fully educated within different communities. Prepare reduces the harm to individuals and support (Bradley, 2014).
The modern slavery plan has been beneficial as it has allowed the government to have a set plan to follow with its benefits of allowing other countries to follow to tackle human trafficking. However, the National Crime Agency suggest that the priority of “small boats and organised immigration crime” is now becoming a priority within the government as this is being seen as a way of “smuggling with human trafficking”. However, the UK has faced a period of time with no Anti-Slavery Commissioner which has caused a disruption in tackling human trafficking in the UK, which is currently a key issue within this area now. Therefore, in order for the government to reassure they are doing what they can a new modern strategy is told to be needed in order to make this a priority (House of Commons, 2023).

In 1787 modern slavery was identified and many campaigners came together to in order to do something about the slavery happening worldwide. Two campaigners Thomas Clarkson and Granville Sharp created a society for the abolition of the slave trade. From the campaigns and further work to petition to parliament after many attempts there was not much success in order to stop slavery. However, later in 1807 the slave trade “in the British Empire was abolished”. Therefore, showing that the UK were trying to tackle this problem before many other countries. However, other countries in the Colonies only seen any changes being made with slavery from 1838 (Amidu, 2023). Furthermore in 1833 this is where the slavery act was passed through in Britain (Henry, 2018). Later in 2015 the Modern Slavery Act came into force with the bill created. This came into force to ensure that this type of crime was prevented, and victims were to receive support needed. This legislation was put into force to ensure that all standard of disclosure and transparency were adhered to ensuring all occupations were following the Modern Slavery Act 2015 (UK Government, 2022). 
Following on this act replaces section 62 of the Sexual Offenses Act 2003 as it now refers this act to “an offence of exploitation not only sexual exploitation offences”. The Modern Slavery Act (2015) covers a large depth of legislation to ensure these individuals are protected, within the legislation Slavery and Trafficking Prevention Orders (STPO’s) and Slavery and Trafficking Risk Orders (STRO’s). STPO’s are in place to ensure those who have already been charged with this offence has restricted activities up until further order or for the future five years, whereas STRO’s were put in place is put in place for individuals who have not been charged with this offense within modern slavery and human trafficking but can be a potential risk to committing this crime. Therefore, takes effect until a further order is in place or for at least two years (Dent, 2021). 
The Modern Slavery Act 2015 was implemented to ensure that the UK had a law enforcement in place to be followed that allowed perpetrators to receive the maximum life sentences as well as ensuring victims are getting the protection they need. Therefore, tackling modern slavery in this country as well as setting an example for other counties (Haynes, 2015). However, this Act has received a review in order to show improvements and moving forward.  During the review looking at the transparency of supply chains, this was introduced to ensure that all workforces had steps to stop modern slavery within their supply chains. The review suggests that the government must amend the Companies Act 2006 to ensure modern slavery is in every yearly report. The independent child trafficking advocates (ICTA’s) under section 48 of The Modern Slavery Act 2015 are in place to represent children who are victims with no parental responsibilities in the UK. The review states that the government need to change the service to be available to people over 18 and that there should not be a time limit of 19 months if the child requires more care and support than others (Home Office, 2019).
A key criticism to the act is that there is not enough focus on the rights of those affected by slavery, therefore through campaigns to ensure victims identifications are available with witness protection orders in place providing specialised protections in order to prevent children from being re-trafficked. However, when it comes to modern slavery in business the government have not implemented a law to stop supply chains overseas who use modern slavery, and not allowing those products to come into the UK. Therefore, this causes a barrier as it does not stop goods from being imported from these companies performing the offence and therefore encourages it. Furthermore, there is also no law in place to stop a British citizen who is overseas committing these crimes to be held accountable when returning or being in the UK. Therefore, there is still issues and improvements that need to be made in order to put laws into practice to stop these types of crimes (Anti-Slavery International, 2015).
Ruthven (2015) suggests that more needs to be done with victims accessing legal aid. As it stands victims of these crimes within exploitation can only get access to legal aid if they have given consent to be referred to these authorities and shown how they are a victim. Therefore, this indicates that if the individual has not been referred then there is no support in place or legal aid for the individual. However, self-referring as an individual who is a victim can often be very difficult and dangerous thought as it requires legal advice on the next process. Within out the process of support and legal aid it can be very difficult for victims who have been exploited to make their own decisions from what they are facing or forced into.
Many individuals are exploited through multiple forms of abuse that can include “coercion, extortion, threatening behaviour, physical emotional and sexual abuse. However, from these forms abuse there is potentially a concern towards the health of individuals. Although being exploited into human trafficking is very dangerous for individuals the health issues that come with forms of abuse can often be ignored. The government need to evaluate preventing these individuals from experiencing these complications and recognising modern slavery and human trafficking as worldwide health concern (Kiss and Zimmerman, 2019). On the other hand, exploitation looks at the key challenge of vulnerability. It is often seen that children and young females are a key target to perpetrators as they use children by ‘grooming’ them. This is done through the process of making promises, demonstrating controlling behaviours which violence and threats (Wood, 2020). Victims like children can be brought into these industries on the driving factor of money through the process of grooming (NSPCC, 2016). However, vulnerability is a factor in itself as an individual can be brought into these industries by having “mental or physical issues, a disability, gender or belief, could be that the individual is homeless and get promised shelter or a job. However, vulnerability can also target individuals who have come from a background of domestic violence or other violence, and they don’t know what it is like to not be in that environment so can be brought into human trafficking from receiving that abuse (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2013). Exploitation can often be seen in manufacturing, construction, sex work and agriculture. However, many people are often exploited through the process of drug transporting which can often lead into being part of gangs within county lines (Zimmerman and Kiss, 2017).
The National Referral Measures (NRM) was set up in 2008 in order to prioritise safeguarding measures. This identifies and refers potential victims of modern slavery to receive the correct support that is needed. The Single Competent Authority (SCA) is now a part of the NRM reform programme. This was launched in April 2009 in order to replace the previous competent authorities for the NRM (Council of Europe, 2006).  According to Schwarz and Williams-Woods (2022) to NRM consists of a process involving two things with the first being a first responder who have the authority to complete a referral on behalf of a victim with a “duty to notify”. However, Heys et all., (2022) states the ‘Single Competent Authority’ and the ‘Immigration Enforcement Competent Authority’ receive referrals from the first responders. Then authorities will complete a two-tier decision whether the individual is involved in human trafficking or modern slavery. This should take up to 45 days, but some cases have waited 568 days, therefore leaves victims waiting to hear for support which has previously led to them going back to these industries with a negative impact on mental health.
The NRM has received many criticisms starting at the start of the safeguarding process. The first responders who are first point of contact and are lacking training and experience. Due to this issue this causes victims to have no understanding of what the NRM is, therefore the victim will fill out the forms with no understanding leading to errors later on. However, a major issue with the NRM is that it does not provide long term support for the victims. This shows that victims needs are not being met and victims need guidance on where they can go to receive support after going through the process of the NRM (Home Office, 2014). A barrier to this is that 19% of potential victims within slavery who have come into contact with authorities between June and September 2019 were not referred to support, this is influenced from the lack of support and experience with the first offenders. Overall, language barriers as well as individuals not feeling comfortable going forward as they fear the outcomes and no support with medical or legal advice can have a large impact on the victims (Schwarz and Williams-Woods, 2022). In order for changes the government need to implement the new strategy plan whilst raising awareness and ensuring that victim needs are met.
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