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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


509 words- 

My primary area of practice is adult services and therefore this piece of work will identify the safeguarding framework for children. In Wales, safeguarding children is governed by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, with emphasis of Part 7. Part 7 places duties on relevant partners to promote the wellbeing of children at risk and safeguard. Under the Act a child at risk is defined as a child who is at risk of experiencing neglect, abuse or other kinds of harm and has care and support needs. Section 130 places duties on relevant partners to report children at risk. National guidance is provided by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019. Wales Safeguarding Procedures provide frameworks for information sharing, multi-agency working and intervention where children are at risk of neglect, abuse or others forms of harm. The main legislative framework for safeguarding children is Section 47 of the Children Act 1989, which places a duty on local authorities to make enquiries when they have reasonable cause to suspect a child is likely or is suffering from significant harm. These enquiries enable agencies to assess risk and determine whether protective action is required. The Children Act 2004 was amended from the Children Act 1989. The 2004 Act was introduced after the inquiry of Victoria Climbié which resulted in strengthening the arrangements for safeguarding children. It places duty on local authorities, health services, police and key agencies to cooperate and improve children’s safeguarding practices. It emphasises the importance of early intervention, information sharing and inter-agency collaboration (Children Act, 2004). At local levels safeguarding procedures are coordinated through Regional Safeguarding Boards which develops procedures, regional policies and practice guidance. When looking at X Local Authority the relevant safeguarding boards are Child and Youth Safeguarding: Unifying the Region (CYSUR) and Collaborative Working and Maintaining Partnership in Adult Safeguarding (CWMPAS). These cover several neighbouring Local Authorities. Together they bring partner agencies including, Police, Local Health Boards, Local Authorities, Public Health Wales, Teaching boards, probation services and ambulances services to collaboratively work together to coordinate safeguarding across the region. On a national level practice is underpinned by the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1991, (UNCRC). UNCRC recognises that children have the right to protection from neglect and abuse and the right to participate in decisions affecting them. The UNCRC is an international human rights treaty which sets out political, economic, social, civil and cultural rights of children. The four key principles are best interest of children, right to life and development, right to express children’s views and beliefs (under Article 12) and non-discrimination (United Nations, 1989). The UNCRC is reflected in the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. Wales was the first UK nation to embed the principles of the UNCRC into its legislation and requires Welsh Ministers to have due regard to children’s rights when making decision. It also reinforces rights-based approaches and ensures that children’s wellbeing, participation, views and protection are central to decision making (Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011). 







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

439 Words- 
There are significant difference comparing safeguarding between adult’s and children’s services. Both are governed by Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and supported by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019, but adult procedures place more emphasis on consent and personal outcomes. In comparison to children’s safeguarding which focuses on protection from harm and welfare. Section 126 defines an adult at risk as someone at risk of experiencing abuse or neglect and has care and support needs and are unable to protect themselves. Under Section 130 a child at risk is defined as a child experiencing or at risk of other kinds of harm, abuse or neglect and has care and support needs. Children’s welfare and best interest remain paramount even without parental agreement. Section 128 and Section 130 places duties on relevant partners to report an adult at risk (s.128) and children at risk (s.130). There is a lower threshold for intervention regarding children as they are not considered too able to safeguard themselves. In adult’s services the Adult Protection and Support Orders (APSO’s) can be used to gain private access to an adult if professionals are being prevented from seeing them. However, practitioners in children’s services have broader protective powers through child protection enquiries. Under S47 of the Children Act 1989 local authorities have a duty to make enquiries if there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child is likely or suffering harm. Practitioners can seek legal orders through the family court called Emergency Protection Order or Care Order, to ensure the child’s safety (Children Act 1989). Practitioners in adult services within Wales do not have power to remove an adult from their home without consent. If individuals have capacity and choose to remain in risky situations, the decision must be respected. If the individual were to lack capacity under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, removal could be arranged through an application to the Court of Protection. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) applies to individuals ages 16 and over, meaning that young people of this age can have capacity to make specific decisions unless proven otherwise. However, where there are safeguarding concerns, the Children Act 1989 remains the primary legislative framework as an individual is legally considered an adult at the age of 18. Therefore, practitioners must balance considerations and autonomy with their statutory duties to safeguard and promote welfare of young people. Multi-agency working is highlighted within both settings and collaboration is essential. Children’s services take a more proactive and protective approach compared to adult services which promote participation, empowerment and supporting individuals to identify their desired outcomes (Welsh Government, 2014). 
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