Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. (2000 words)

This essay will assess the role of policing within communities and the different procedures in place to maintain community cohesion. Community policing will be discussed in detail from the beginning to create an understanding of its main priorities. Likewise, evaluating the community’s expectations which can play a significant part in positive relationships between the police and the public. In addition, assessing the different types of community engagement methods that are utilised throughout the force. The essay then moves on to significant events that have occurred in the past, leading to disputes between communities and the police. Building on from that, the broken glass theory is introduced, assessing how this can impact community cohesion. The final section provides an assessment on whether ‘Neighbourhood Policing’ is a deterrent or a reassurance factor to communities.

The first part of this essay will establish what community policing is and the understanding of what is defined as a community. Adding to this, by expanding on expectations the community expect on policing their neighbourhoods, and therefore being able to maintain public confidence. Community policing is effectively the police working together with communities to enforce crime prevention and public safety. Other factors can also support community policing such as, problem solving and partnership involvement. The main aspect of policing communities is ‘Neighbourhood Policing’ which will be evaluated throughout this essay (Gill et al., 2014). One characteristic which illustrates community policing, was mentioned by Sir Robert Peel. Effectively Peel stated that communities can aid in the prevention of crime and anti-social behaviour by engaging with the police. One of the most significant quotes that Sir Robert Peel stated was “The police are the public and the public are the police” (Policing in the 21st Century, 2010). A community is fundamentally a group or collection of individuals living in the same location. Within a community there can be a variation of different diverse groups, and therefore maintaining equality and diversity within any community is essential. Along the lines of the role of community policing there are expectations that the public expect when policing their neighbourhoods. One key expectation is for the police to be effective, thereby ensuring crime prevention is implemented as well as a showing of productivity. Another feature is for involvement of these communities with the police in making decisions, problem solving and ensuring fairness as well as professionalism (E.Eck and P.Rosenbaum, 2013). 

Being able to understand the requirements from the community will maintain community cohesion so the police can have a better understanding. Also, this will assist in crime reporting, reducing crime and reassurance to the public that the police are listening and taking the right action. Being able to understand the requirements from the community will maintain community cohesion so the police can have a better understanding of the problems that arise. Also, this will assist in crime reporting, reducing crime and reassurance to the public that the police are listening and taking the right action. If the police are to get the main principles correct within a community it will provide effective community engagement and therefore maintain community cohesion. Studies show that accessibility for communities in establishing who their neighbourhood teams are within the area and the benefits of local policing events. Thereby, allowing the public to discuss their priority concerns within the area, and provide feedback on elements that are already in place to establish whether they’re working. Neighbourhood teams are there to provide stability within communities by enforcing procedures, safety and control. Similarly, to act as a representation for the community by listening to concerns and resolving conflict (Jackson and Bradford, 2009). 

There are many principles that the police utilise to engage with the community to ensure strong relationships. However, two of the significant principles are allowing the public to be involved in decisions being made as well as regular foot patrols. The specific reason for allowing public involvement is due to the public living in these areas and thereby they encounter these matters in first person. This then provides information and intelligence to the police allowing them to interact methods and procedures to tackle the situations that arise. An interesting case to note is the death of John Monckton within the United Kingdom. John was murdered in his home address; police officers were then asked to conduct interviews in the local area following this. The aim for this case being linked into community policing is the reasoning residents provided following being interviewed.  The evidence shows that residents living locally to this murder stated there was a continuing growth of crime within the community over many years. Also, that the policing of this growing crime was inadequate and therefore continued to increase (Innes, Abbott, Lowe and Roberts, 2009). The point I’m trying to signify is that the risks and threats were already present prior to this murder through information provided by residents. Therefore, if strategies were implemented to diminish this crime at an earlier phase it would have reduced the risk and threat within the community.  

This actively demonstrates the importance of a strong connection between the public and the community. Also, ensuring community policing is strongly enforced, residents are listened to and that crime is disrupted at an early stage. Likewise, by residents providing information it then allows neighbourhood teams to act on this accordingly. This shows that the police are listening and tackling these matters. Thereby, ensuring a strong relationship between the police and community is key to disrupt crime, make safer communities and develop new methods. Equally, foot patrols are just as substantial even if there is poor evidence in reports of reducing crime. However, it’s an effective way in communicating in first person with the public and gaining information and intelligence. Furthermore, providing reassurance within communities in reducing the fear of crime and protecting residential areas (Blackstone’s, 2020 (A)). This leads on to explaining why strong relationships and confidence within the police and the community is key in maintaining community cohesion. By providing security and reassurance within residential areas it allows the police to establish areas of concern thereby understanding target areas. Additionally, providing and applying methods with partnerships and thereby demonstrating the benefits of effective community engagement.

The next section of this essay provides an assessment on significant events that have occurred in which have influenced the relationship between the police and communities. Throughout the years there have been numerous incidents that have provided a disruption in connections among the public and police. This then leads to a detrimental consequence on communities engaging with the police and can also centralise noteworthy protests. One key event that caused a major effect was The Brixton riots in 1981 leading to disruptions throughout the country. These riots occurred due to reports of police brutality against a black man, causing communities to protest, with many leading to violence towards the police. To add to this report of police brutality, the black community felt they were being discriminated against prior to this and therefore influenced further rioting (Brixton riots 1981: What happened 40 years ago in London?, 2021). Events such as this one can cause a huge distrust in policing and therefore effect the willingness of engagement from the community with the police. This can then lead to increased crime, equality and diversity concerns as well as reduced community cohesion. Therefore, it is crucial that the police maintain a strong relationship with communities to ensure trust and protection to these areas. All communities will be diverse and therefore expect different results, it is critical that the police adapt to these requirements to certify positive engagement throughout every residential area. Equally establishing risk factors, vulnerabilities and community tensions early to prevent any critical or national incidents and thereby maintaining community engagement (Engagement and Communication, 2013).

An interesting theory this essay will now introduce is the broken glass theory. This theory was introduced by George Kelling and James Wilson in 1982. Effectively, it shows the effects on disorder within neighbourhoods if inactive neighbourhood policing isn’t regularly provided. Basically, if broken windows as such are not fixed or dealt with in an appropriate manor, then this escalates to further broken windows within a community. Thereby, causing residents to feel unsafe in the fear of disorder, further crime as well as a collapse in relationships between the public and the police (A,Mckee, 2018). Also, One aspect which illustrates the broken glass theory, identifies an interesting viewpoint on the impacts of how it can affect different neighbourhoods. In other words, how community policing plays such a significant role in maintaining cohesion within communities by breaking the broken glass theory. An interesting literature review shows that communities with rundown buildings, social disputes and poor neighbourhood engagement reflects on disorder and deprived community enactment. Thereby, also providing links for organised crime groups to enforce further disruption to these communities by targeting vulnerable residents. Correspondingly, increasing crime rates within the community, residents spending less time in public places and serious crimes not being reported. Taking all these into consideration, it evaluates how declining ‘communities’ reflects on the broken glass theory of increased anti-social behaviour as well as significant deterioration in community cohesion (Headley, Konkel, Ratkowski and Tapp, 2019).    

The final discussion of this essay evaluates how effective ‘Neighbourhood Watch’ areas are and the impact it can provide in fabricating community cohesion. Neighbourhood watch has been growing year by year in communities, and therefore new residential areas being attached to the system is now known as a standard practice. The exact purpose of neighbourhood watch is to involve the community in tackling crime, anti-social behaviour and the participation of decision making within the area. Neighbourhood watch was first introduced by the United states in the 1960s, following this it was then adopted throughout the United Kingdom. Effectively it was introduced to make residential areas safer, to help the Police understand areas of concern as well as ensuring a positive community cohesion (College of Policing, 2015). So, I suppose the key question is does neighbourhood policing work? Well studies show that in 2012 approximately 68% of participants believed that it’s an effective influence in dropping the anxiety of crime within the community. However, a figure of 48% was noted in the reduction of crime, therefore is the real evaluation that neighbourhood watch is more of a reassurance scheme than a deterrent on crime (Perceptive Insight, 2012, (pp,48)). Another interesting point to note is that not all communities are part of the neighbourhood watch structure. For example, studies show that most residents residing in flats are less likely to partake. Due to household owners wanting to develop and maintain their community to ensure the stability of house valuations within the area (Smith and Bullock, 2019). This actively demonstrates that not all residents want to participate in this scheme and that some communities will never have a positive togetherness. Likewise, some residents will be eager in maintaining standards within their community to make it a safer place, whereas others are not that concerned. Therefore, it’s about weighing up those standards to find the correct balance in maintaining community relationships to protect the vulnerable as well as ensure safer residential areas.

In conclusion is evident that neighbourhood policing does provide support as well as reassurance within communities in making them feel secure. Moreover, it enables residents to feel engaged within their area in providing information, creating fewer hostile environments as well as a sense of contribution. However, research shows it is key that the police and the public have a solid rapport to uphold cohesion throughout all residential areas. Alternatively, historic events have signified the consequences if cohesion isn’t maintained as well as how engagement can fall. This was highlighted within the broken glass theory discussion in assessing the effects it can develop. Taking everything into account community policing does provide substantial aspects in sustaining community cohesion. On the other hand, it is the Police’s responsibility in maintaining that cohesion to tackle hostile areas and ensure safer communities by listening and engaging with the public.
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Review complex types of internet-dependent crimes. (2000 words)

This essay seeks to review a variety of complex internet dependent crimes throughout in detail, discussing their impacts as well as utilised techniques. A range of different sources of literature and supporting evidence will be used to provide appropriate content in this review. The first part of this essay will discuss a selected number of internet dependent crimes and the effects they have on victims. Following this, a review is provided on the serious concerns in relation to the dark web. Furthermore, how vast the dark web is and the sort of crimes that are committed through this network. Research is supported throughout this section to evidence the studied literature that was founded over numerous articles. Further on through the assignment, an in-depth analysis is provided through the wide-ranging types of social media internet crime. Correspondingly, the significant effects upon victims and researched statistics through a number of different sources. The areas discussed are as follows, racially aggravated cybercrime, cyberstalking and child grooming. Finally, fraud is deliberated in detail, highlighting the targeted victims and the techniques utilised by these perpetrators. 

The first section of this assignment will discuss in detail the different types of internet-dependent crimes and the effects they can have on others. There are many different categories that exist within internet-dependent crime. However, from researching into these further the most impactful ones utilised are Cybercrime, Social media crime and Fraud. Within these three crimes are different areas in which criminals utilise in causing major disruption within companies as well as targeting individuals. For example, Cybercrime is made up of the dark web, malicious software, distributed denial-of-service attacks as well as hacking. Whereas, Social media crime can range from trolling and online threats, to then more serious offences such as grooming, stalking and the disclosure of sexual images. The final internet-dependent crime is cyber fraud, this area of crime is used so vastly and there are many different areas in which companies and individuals can be targeted. Cyber fraud can be utilised within emails, a variety of websites as well as the installation of software (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2017). Nevertheless, all of which will be discussed in detail further on within this assignment in highlighting these effects. All these crimes have different impacts on different people and can be exploited in use of revenge, vulnerability and targeting. These effects have vast implications such as, victims having to pay debts they don’t owe, financial information being sold as well as the purchasing of flawed criminal software. Individuals are not the only ones that are targeted, business are affected just as much if not more. The exact purpose of business targeting is to gain data protection, create internet market crashes and retrieve money. Therefore, causing companies financial loss and damages of reputation, which can then lead onto redundancies as well the collapsing of a company (Cabinet Office, 2020).

The next section will now discuss in detail the dark web, providing an insight into what it is and how it is continuing to rise. Also, deliberating an insight on the different types of crimes that are committed through this sector and the impacts on cyber security. The dark web is essentially a downloadable software which provides users access to numerous sources of illegal content, goods and private communication. One of the many utilised software’s used to access this platform is known as The Onion Router Protector or TOR. Effectively, items such as drugs, firearms, fraudulent information as well as child pornography are some of the many options accessible within this software. Moreover, a study conducted in 2014 identified that child pornography was the most used sector in which was requested through this software. To add to this, all users are anonymous, encryptions are applied to prevent detection and therefore troubling the police in identifying the key suspects (Davies, G, 2020). This information actively demonstrates the significant areas in why people access the dark web and its uses. Social media and use of the internet continues to rise, as more technology devices advance. The debate is whether this is benefiting others or increasing further security complications and an increase of cybercrime. The BBC documented in 2013 a report from Andy Archibald of his concerns that the dark web will continue to evolve causing major disruption to government security (BBC, 2013, A). Yet, todays studies from Action Fraud national statistics show that in the year 2019/2020 a report of 5.4 million in reported losses was documented, as well as 1.5 million in hacking by extortion. However, comparing those statistics to the present of 2021, it has been documented a rise to 9.6 million in reported losses and 3.5 million in hacking by extortion (Action Fraud, 2021). This actively demonstrates and backs Andy Archibald’s article in 2013 that cybercrime is on the rise, and the significant risks towards the government and others is extremely concerning too.

The next section of this assignment looks at the social media aspect of internet dependent crimes. Social media is a huge platform throughout the world, it is utilised in an extensive list of different features such as stalking, grooming and harassment. “it is now difficult to identify any crime which could not involve digital technology in one form or another” (Blackstone’s 2020, p.502). One of the most uprising internet dependent crimes is racially aggravated offences such as threats, abuse and images through social media. For example, evidence shows that in England and Wales a rise of 144% since 2018 of social media racism has been reported to the police. This is across the same 23 police forces, which shows that in the past two years’ figures have doubled (Wells, 2021). Platforms such as Twitter, Instagram and Facebook are just a few of the ways individuals and anonymous people commit these crimes. Another line of thought in relation to social media crime is stalking, how easy it is to access individual profiles and the deaths that are linked to this. It is also known as cyber stalking, it is effectively a way in which stalkers can access platforms to view their targets personal information, whereabouts and harass their victims. However, one of the major concerns is that some victims are not even aware of this stalking, in some cases it can be a complete stranger (Wilson, Sheridan and Garratt-Reed, 2021). There are many significant impacts that cyberstalking can produce for victims such as, anxiety, stress as well as fearing for their personal safety. Also, the unknown of whether the threats or actions that are being made out are just a threat or a reality. Offenders can also easily act anonymously and therefore disrupting police investigations into this serious crime (Durkin, 2018). 

Furthermore, another way in which social media dependent crimes can be committed is through child grooming. Grooming is "a process by which a person prepares a child, significant adults and the environment for the abuse of the child" (Craven, 2006 as cited in by  NSPCC learning, A). Just to reiterate some of the key ways in which groomers target these young people can be through messaging apps and online gaming. Relationships are built through these platforms to entice these vulnerable children in further, by providing gifts, advice as well as attention. Groomers use this knowledge to build a relationship, therefore allowing them to gain further information into their identities. Social media creates easy environments that enables sexual exploitation and sexual activity through messages that are sent to hundreds of children as a groomer doesn't always target one particular child (NSPCC learning, 2018, B). Information was taken in Wales and England from 42 police forces which found a 70% rise in the last three years. Apps such as Instagram, Facebook and Snapchat are just a few of the platforms in which predators use to target these young children. The most used app relating to sexual communication with a child was Instagram, which was discovered by police in 32% of instances (NSPCC, 2021, C). This actively demonstrates the major concerns and risks that young children pose while on social media. Children have access to social media not just through mobile phones but via tablets, laptops and computers. A statistic shown between five to fifteen-year olds that an estimated 62% of them have a mobile or tablet within Wales in 2020. Also stating that between these ages a significant amount of 97% went online using either a mobile, tablet or laptop in 2020 (Ofcom, 2020). Once a relationship is built between the perpetrator and victim, the perpetrator begins to test the boundaries in relation to sexual activity. The first suggestion of images are usually generic images of the victim on holiday or things they're up to. As the relationship grows, sexual images and acts are requested by the perpetrator, thereby enhancing their connection and luring young children into a vulnerable state. By the perpetrator showing an interest in these young children lives, provides an access route to trust between the pair (Gamex-Guadix, Almendros, Calvete and Santisteban, 2018).

Finally, the next section looks at the review of different types of internet fraud and how victims are impacted. Furthermore, discussing the different ways in which perpetrators use to target vulnerable people and businesses. The cost of cyber, identity and credit card fraud is at a rate of 190billion a year currently. Evidence also suggests that terrorists utilise these fraud schemes to finance their activities. Pensioners are also just one of the many vulnerable individuals that are targeted, it is also stated that the UK is a target for fraudsters across the globe (BBC, 2021, B). Research suggests that different aspects of fraud techniques are funding terrorism and therefore difficult to prevent. Prevention is hard due to the vast numbers of mechanisms in funding through counterfeit items, credit card and identity fraud. Studies suggest that the suicide bomber that conducted the Manchester Arena attack utilised taxpayer student loans to fund this global incident. If legislative context is not applied soon, funds will continue to be funded to terrorists causing concerns in further crimes (Cassidy, 2018). One of the most targeted victims are the elderly, evidence suggests that lack of knowledge causes the elderly to be at further risk. A slower cognitive processing in particular is mentioned, also the concerns of whether they knew if the fraud even took place shows the vulnerability issues. Therefore, using different tactics is key for fraudsters in targeting different individuals in their most vulnerable areas (Norris, G., Brookes, A. & Dowell, D, 2019). This actively demonstrates that fraudsters must have different techniques in which they utilise to target each individual or company. Also, fraudsters utilise techniques such as targeting technical weaknesses by using spyware, viruses and keyloggers devices which are just a few that are utilised. To add to this, fake websites and spam emails are developed to exploit personal information which can then lead on to false identities and the taking over of bank accounts (Button, 2014). This reflection shows the impacts of internet fraud, the techniques used and previous research of growing concerns.

To conclude, this essay has demonstrated how internet dependent crimes are depicted through social media, fraud and child grooming. Statistics clearly show throughout this essay an in-depth research through academic sources, papers and books. Furthermore, throughout this essay it has clearly explored a review of the dark web and how vulnerable people are targeted with different techniques by these perpetrators. A thorough review had been provided through several sources in which have stated previous research into these internet crimes. Also, evaluating the potential risks posed to companies and the different social media platforms that are utilised in committing these crimes. A complex look into how children are targeted through child grooming as well as how many children have access to a social media platform. Likewise, an evaluation on how cyberstalking is on the rise and the impacts it can provide to victims. Taking everything into account, there are clear concerns throughout the globe in relation to internet dependent crimes provided throughout this complex review. 
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