Assignment # 3 - Medieval Dating Exercise
Rhiannon Walker
Past Peoples, Present Society
Friday, December 2nd, 2022
(a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.
The date I came up with for this event is Thursday, August 18th, 1384. The first thing I did was decipher the year. I found that King Richard II’s regnal period lasted from 1377 to 1399, the 8th year of which extending from the 22nd June, 1384 to the 21st June, 1385.[footnoteRef:1] I made a note to myself that Easter Sunday during the 8th regnal year was on the 2nd of April, 1385 in case I needed that date later on.[footnoteRef:2] I then consulted the Handbook of British Chronology to see when the assumption of the Virgin Mary was and learnt it was on the 15th of August.[footnoteRef:3] This then narrowed the exact year of the event to August, 1384. Finally, to figure out the exact date, I consulted the medieval Genealogy website and found out that in 1384, August 15th was a Monday, meaning the following Thursday was the 18th of August.[footnoteRef:4] This is how I got to dating the memorandum, in the modern method, to Thursday, August 18th, 1384. [1:  Chris Phillips, “A medieval English Calendar,” Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy <http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk> [Accessed November 10th, 2022].]  [2:  Phillips, “Reign of Richard II,” Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy <http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/cal/reg12.htm> [Accessed November 10th, 2022].]  [3:  E.B. Fryde, D.E. Greenway, S. Porter, and I. Roy (eds.), The Handbook of British Chronology (3rd edition) (London: Offices of the Royal Historical Society, 1986), p. 55.]  [4:  Phillips, “Reign of Richard II,” Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy.] 

(b) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
The date I came to for this event is Friday, July 23rd, 1249. I began, as before, with the year. After some difficulty, I found a source stating that Anian succeeded to the position of Bishop in 1249 (assuming this is Anian I, which is my guess since it there is only one bishop between Anian and the three mentioned in the passage as his predecessors while Anian II is two removed from Anian I).[footnoteRef:5] From there, I used the Saints’ Day calendar to find the date for Mary Magdalene’s saint day, July 22nd, and so, since the event in the passage above occurred the day afterwards, the date must be July 23rd 1249. [footnoteRef:6] Using the Medieval Genealogy website, I concluded that this happened on Friday, July 23rd, 1249.[footnoteRef:7] [5:  Edwin Burton, "Ancient Diocese of Saint Asaph," The Catholic Encyclopedia vol. 13 (New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1912) <http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13332c.htm> [Accessed November 10th, 2022].]  [6:  The Handbook of British Chronology, p.55.]  [7:  Phillips, “A medieval English Calendar,” Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy <http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/cal/julths.htm> [Accessed November 10th, 2022].] 

(c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
The date I got to for this document was Thursday, February 25th, 1311. The first element I tackled was the year. I assumed that the document meant the regnal year of Edward I (1272-1307), the fourth of which was from 20th of November, 1275 to the 19th of November, 1276.[footnoteRef:8] I then went to confirm assumption by comparing it to the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene. I found that John de Ketene was a bishop between 1310-1316, and so the first year of his episocopate was likely 1310/1311.[footnoteRef:9]  [8:  Phillips, “Reign of Edward I,” Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy <http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/cal/reg9.htm> [Accessed November 10th, 2022]. ]  [9:  B. Jones (ed.), "Bishops of Ely," in Fasti Ecclesiae Anglicanae 1300-1541: Volume 4, Monastic Cathedrals (Southern Province) (London: Institute of Historical Research, 1963) pp. 13-16, accessed on British History Online <http://www.british-history.ac.uk/fasti-ecclesiae/1300-1541/vol4/pp13-16> [Accessed November 10th, 2022].] 

This told me that the King Edward mentioned in the passage was not the first, so I went back to the drawing board and decided to consult the Medieval Genealogy website. Here I found that the dates of John de Ketene aligned with the regnal years of Edward II (1307-1327), the fourth of which goes from the 8th of July, 1310 to the 7th of July, 1311.[footnoteRef:10] During this regnal year, Easter fell on Sunday, April 11th, 1311.[footnoteRef:11] This then gave me the year of the event, 1311. Since Ash Wednesday is usually 46 days before Easter, I used the calendar provided by the Medieval Genealogy website and went back 46 days from Easter. I finally deduced that Ash Wednesday was the 24th of February and the Thursday following this was Thursday, February 25th, 1311. [footnoteRef:12] [10:  Phillips, “Reign of Edward II,” Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy <http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/cal/reg10.htm> [Accessed November 10th, 2022].]  [11:  Phillips, “Reign of Edward II,” Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy.]  [12:  Phillips, “Reign of Edward II,” Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy.] 

(d) Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.
The rough dates I came to for this document are Oct-Dec. 1120. I began this one differently than the others. I began by trying to, first of all, figure out who everyone was. I highlighted the different names/titles of the people in the passage and did as much research I could on them, taking note of my findings below (see below for what I found and the more detailed dating process). 
Once I had as much information as I could possibly find, I worked to create a potential time frame for when this document could have been dated. I decided to begin with the regnal years of Henry I, writing them down in the second section, and then proceeded by going through all of my information to pull out any dates that might narrow the period. I highlighted these dates in bold and then organized them one by one until I came to the period mentioned above, ensuring that this was a time when all the parties could have been present with their titles and positions. 
STEP 1: WHO IS WHO
Henry, King of the English:
Henry I = born 1068 & died Dec. 1, 1135 (ascended to throne August 5th, 1100, i.e. date of coronation), born of William I and Matilda[footnoteRef:13] [13:  The Handbook of British Chronology, p. 35] 

Henry II = born 5th Mar. 1133 & died 6th July 1189 (ascended to throne 19th Dec., 1154, i.e. date of ascention), born of Geoffrey (count of Anjou) and Matilda (daughter of Henry I)[footnoteRef:14] [14:  The Handbook of British Chronology, p. 36] 

Henry III = born 1st Oct. 1207 & died 16 Nov. 1272 (ascended to throne 28th Oct. 1216), son of King John and Isabella of Angouleme.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  The Handbook of British Chronology, p. 37.] 

Geoffrey (& Geva) Ridel[footnoteRef:16]: [16: Judith A. Green, “Ridel, Geoffrey,” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/23617> [Accessed November 16th 2022].] 

Died 1120, he was a justice, and married to Geva (who outlived him). Part of Henry I court.
Richard Basset[footnoteRef:17]: [17:  Judith A. Green, “Basset, Richard,” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1647 > [Accessed November 16th 2022].] 

Justiciar of King Henry I, died 1144 (or earlier), married Matilda, daughter of Geoffrey Ridel. 
Marriage to Matilda took place between Nov. 1120 and April 1123?
=>>his father Ralph Basset died 1127, had 4 sons: Richard, T(h)urstan, Nicholas, and Ralph (as well as daughters, but no mention of them)
Robert Musard[footnoteRef:18]: [18:  John Hunt, “Musard Family,” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/54512> [Accessed November 16th, 2022].] 

	Part of Musard family, son of Hascoit Musard, and flourished c. 1100-1140s
Rannulf Earl of Chester:
3rdearl of Chester = Rannulf le Meschin, died c.1129[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Edmund King, “Ranulf (I) [Ranulf le Meschin], third earl of Chester,” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/23127> [Accessed November 16th, 2022].] 

He had YOUNGER BROTHER NAMED WILLIAM, with whom he was really close and who outlived him by a few years (d. 1129/35); his uncle, Hugh d’Avranches was earl of Chester before him (d.1101) 
His son was Ranulf le Gernon and HE HAD A HALF-SON CALLED WILLIAM (1096-1155/61) from his wife’s previous marriage[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Paul Dalton, “Roumare, William de, first earl of Lincoln,” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/24169> [Accessed November 16th, 2022].] 

William D’Aubigny[footnoteRef:21]: [21:  The Handbook of British Chronology, p. 449, 469.] 

Probably father of 1st earl of Arundel/Lincoln who held same name (1139/1141-1176), known as ‘pincerna’
Died 1139, active during reign of King Henry I[footnoteRef:22] [22:  J.F.A. Mason, “Aubigny, William d' [William de Albini; known as William d'Aubigny Pincerna],” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/47244> [Accessed November 16th, 2022].] 

=>> Nigel D’Aubigny???
Humphrey de Bohun[footnoteRef:23]: [23:  The Handbook of British Chronology, p. 465.] 

6th Earl of Hereford = son & h. of Henry de Bohun, born c.1200 and died 24 Sept. 1275.
7th Earl of Hereford = gds(?) &h., born c.1249 and died 1298
Appears as Steward of Household of Henry I, Aug. 1131[footnoteRef:24] [24:  The Handbook of British Chronology, p. 74.] 

Appears as a Steward of Household of King Henry II 1153/54 until Feb or March 1158 (he died 1165)[footnoteRef:25] [25:  The Handbook of British Chronology, p. 74.] 

Earl of Leicester:
Robert = earl of Leicester, died 1118; he was second son and heir to English possessions. Had twin sons
Robert = earl of Leicester (1104-1168), after father died, were under wardship of William de Warenne and Nigel D’Aubigny. Kept at court and appears in HenryI’s entourage in 1119. He and his twin were knighted and came of age at 16 years old before Oct. 1120 and that is also when Robert became earl of Leicester.[footnoteRef:26]	 [26:  David Crouch, “Robert [Robert de Beaumont], second earl of Leicester,” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1882> [Accessed November 16th, 2022].] 



STEP  2: NARROWING TIME FRAME FROM REIGN PERIOD OF HENRY I
Henry I (1100-1135)
	Geoffrey Ridel d.1120 (1100-1120)
		Earl of Chester before Ranulf III d. 1101 (1101-1120)
			Robert is of age/became Earl of Leicester before Oct. 1120 (Oct-Dec. 1120)
Therefore possible period is October-December 1120
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