Commentary on Dudo of St Quentin, Gesta Normannorum
Dudo of St Quentin was a French cleric who wrote the Gesta Normannorum, the source of this excerpt. This early history was commissioned by Richard I. He commissioned Dudo incredibly close to dying though, so his commission was then furthered by others.The commissioning of someone not Norman to write Norman histories is something of importance. The outsider perspective helps them not seem so outside of Frankish norms. They were at the time of its commission still in the process of assimilating into this culture. Dudo, a Frenchman, doing this recordkeeping, helped these early Normans have an official piece of history written in the French tradition. Commissions of this sort helped them to decrease alienation form the people native to each land the invaded, even when the author isn’t all that kind about the Norman way of life. Despite being written to seem more palatable to people from outside of Normandy, the piece was written for the Norman elites. 
This particular excerpt of Gesta Normannorum focuses on Rollo, from which Richard was descended. In just this piece of the wider work Dudo plays into several tropes of the time. While a god given vision isn’t specific to the Normans it was an incredibly common trope in Norman histories as it gave them an apparent level of precedent to invade and conquer lands, while also seemingly validating their faith. If they were being shown things in dreams and then that came to fruition, it gave them an appearance of being close to god. That god had destined it to happen. The Christians in the lands that they settled often seemingly doubted their faith though, implying they didn’t understand what Christianity really meant or that they were still pagan outright. Dudo writes about rollo in this doubtful way … 
Going further into this trope one of the things always accompanying it is the detail about the land. The land is often described as fertile yet ruinous, as a land abandoned but with resource. This is a trope undermining to the communities that were native to these lands suggesting that they were non-existent when that isn’t the case. Further readings such as …from malaterra make this very obvious. That while Rouen was described in this lush way and that it was just given to rollo, in actuality there was battling and bloodshed that led to it practically being forfeit to them. That the king of the franks handed over land in exchange for protection against similar forces. The trope flips the overarching reality of who the Normans were at that point 
Another common trope surrounding the Normans is their depiction as wolves. They also can be found in other written histories referred to as lions or dogs. Lions when playing into their aggression and pride, and dogs when referring to their submission and ability to be tamed. Dudo plays into this stereotypical wolf imagery in his apostrophe. This is done in a way that evokes the trope of a wolf in sheep’s clothing as well. As they grouped with the others rather than against them. This could allude to the fact that the Normans started to put on this façade of piety as well as frankishness but still having this pagan ferocity of their forbears.  That they are acting in a way that is Christian and Frankish but still discernible and still a separate group.
This is especially prevalent in these early histories as they are the most connected to their Viking origins, still being viewed as northmen rather than Normans. 
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