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Introduction
The Magna Carta, or "Great Charter", is an English charter originally issued in 1215 that established limits on the power of England's monarch, the King. It influenced the development of constitutional law around the world. The Magna Carta required the King to renounce certain rights, accept that his will could be bound by law, and accept that his subjects held certain rights. According to, Jahner, (2019) it dealt with questions of justice and human rights along with inspired liberties in the English-speaking nations and beyond. Fundamentally, it has been established that the principle of the monarch governed ruled according to the consent of the people, and protected certain liberties of the common man.Therefore, this research paper aims to provide an overview of the Magna Carta, why and how it was created, along with its key provisions and impacts.
Origins and Background
In order to evaluate the creation of Magna Carta, it is fundamental to understand the political context in England at the time. In the early 13th century, King John ruled England but had an uneasy relationship with the barons and nobility. King John made unpopular decisions, levied heavy taxes, and increasingly exercised absolute power in an arbitrary way. His demands created tensions with the English nobility and resentment grew over his actions.
In particular, there were several events and decisions by King John that led directly to the drafting of the Magna Carta:
Loss of Normandy 
In 1204, King John lost the English territories in Normandy to the French King Philip II. As per Lillo Lobos, (2022) this was a major blow to John's authority as well as prestige as the first English king forlosinf English possessions in France.
Dispute with the Pope
According to Emerson, and Hardwicke, (2020) King John had a long-running dispute with Pope Innocent III over the selection of the Archbishop of Canterbury, therefore, this has led to the King being formally placed under an interdict, suspending religious services which was deeply unpopular.
Heavy Taxation 
Gold, (2020) stated that to pay for unsuccessful campaigns to regain Normandy as well as to pay the Rome tribute to end the interdict, King John demanded increasingly heavy taxes from nobles and barons. He took the attitude that he was entitled to anything he wanted from his subjects.
Abuse of Law 
John manipulated the common law for political ends and made arbitrary, unfair judgements. Baker, (2023) determines that he was removing baronial privileges and taking their lands in various arbitrary ways which threatened the traditional rights and status of nobility.
Loss of respect 
SIDDIQI, et al., (2023) adds that by this time, King John had seriously lost the respect of the barons and nobility through his actions. He gained a reputation of dishonesty, incompetence, and arbitrary cruelty.
Thus, by 1215 tensions between King John and the barons had reached breaking point, with deep discontent over issues like declining royal authority, arbitrary rule, abuse of power, and heavy taxes. This context directly led to the drafting of the Magna Carta.
Drafting and Agreement of the Magna Carta
In 1215, a group of rebel barons gathered an armed force and confronted King John at Runnymede, a small meadow near Windsor castle on the Thames River. Here the rebellious barons forced King John, weakened by his failed foreign policy decisions, to agree to and seal the Magna Carta on 15 June 1215.The barons had drawn up a charter outlining the traditional liberties they believed King John had denied them, reflecting a desire to return to good kingship and statecraft and protect against future abuse. While presented to John as a peace offering to avert further conflict, he did so against his will and had no intention of abiding by the terms. Nevertheless, his sealing of the charter marked an important step.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The key points that influenced the drafting of Magna Carta included reinforcing the rights and privileges of church, ensuring the common law was protected against arbitrary royal power, and preventing arbitrary imprisonment, dispossession of lands or punishments except through the law. The document was witnessed by the Archbishop of Canterbury as well as other bishops and abbots.It reflected a compromise between the barons and monarch, who both wanted to retain authority but curb the powers of the other. While not a constitution as we would understand today, it represented a key early step in developing the rule of law and constitutional form of government. After sealing, limited copies were formally issued and the barons agreed to peacefully stand down their rebellion.
Key Provisions and Clauses
The original 1215 Magna Carta contained 63 clauses of varying significance. Many dealt with specific grievances and issues relevant to the times, but some clauses established general principles that resonated throughout English history. The key relevant clauses included:
· Clause 1 - The Church in England shall be free, and have its rights and liberties unimpaired. This addressed the ongoing dispute between King John and the Pope.
· Clause 39 - No free man shall be taken or imprisoned or deprived of his freehold or his liberties or free customs, or outlawed or exiled, or in any way ruined, nor will we go or send against him, except by the lawful judgement of his peers or by the law of the land. This established due process.
· Clause 40 - To no one will we sell, to no one will we deny or delay right or justice. This affirmed equality under the law.
· Clauses 12-15 - Limited taxation and required royal permission for future taxation. This established limits on royal power over taxes.
· Clauses 52-53 - Provided for swift justice and resolution of disputes, especially regarding disputes over lands and inheritance.
· Clauses 51 and 61 - Confirmed the traditional rights of towns, ports and merchants to conduct free trade. This supported economic liberty and fairness.
Guanglin, (2023) addressed that while not a constitution as we understand today, the Magna Carta established important limitations on the power of the English monarchy as well as affirming liberties of subjects. Gold, (2020) evaluated that it represented a major step towards establishing the rule of law over arbitrary power and moved England towards a more constitutional monarchy. The clauses would significantly influence the future development of English and global law.
Legacy and Impact
The study of Rafiq, and Qayyum, (2019) states that despite King John's unwillingness to abide by it, the Magna Carta had a profound impact on English and global history in several key ways:
Established Constitutional Monarchy 
By limiting the power of the monarchy and establishing checks like Parliament, it advanced England towards a constitutional monarchy where the king's powers were legally limited. Future kings had to respect at least nominal rights.
Inspired English Legal System 
Many clauses were reissued by future English monarchs in revised forms. They influenced statutes and common law rulings extending principles like trial by jury and due process. The Magna Carta became considered fundamental law.
Bases for Individual Liberties 
Clauses like protection from illegal imprisonment, right to swift justice and free elections influenced the establishment of basic civil liberties in England. It provided an early basis for others.
Global Influence 
According to Franklin, (2020) as England's institutions developed and its empire expanded globally, concepts enshrined in the Magna Carta spread elsewhere. It has been influenced by colonies like the United States, whose Constitution draws on Magna Carta liberties.
Modern Interpretation 
Taliadoros (2023) determines that 1215 Magna Carta had context-specific aims, its invocation of higher law principles meant over time it was re-interpreted as the founding of English liberty. Its symbolic and legal legacy has made it influential across the world. According to Aiyi, (2020) the Magna Carta was thus a seminal document in English and global history. While not granting wide democracy or imposing tight constitutional limits initially, it established the important principle that the king's powers were not absolute and that liberties deserved protection. Over time it inspired moves towards limited, constitutional monarchy worldwide based on protection of basic rights and freedoms. Its legacy resonates to the present day.
Conclusion
Thus, it can be concluded that the Magna Carta was created in 1215 due to immense tensions between King John and the English nobility over arbitrary rule, abuse of power and rights. The studies compiled that compelled by a major baronial rebellion, King John reluctantly agreed to and sealed the Magna Carta document at Runnymede, establishing early limitations on royal power. While not a modern constitution, its 63 clauses addressed key issues of its day while also articulating principles like due process, lawful taxation, trial by jury and rule of law.Despite problems with its immediate enforcement, over subsequent centuries the Magna Carta would profoundly shape the development of English common law, constitutional monarchy and individual rights. Its general principles spread internationally as England's empire and legal traditions expanded globally. Today it remains one of history's most important charters, laying foundations for modern legal protections of basic liberties worldwide. In both symbolic and practical ways, the Magna Carta remains one of the greatest landmarks in the establishment of constitutional rule and protection of freedoms.
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