Within education there are a variety of social elements which can affect a child’s attainment towards an education. The education system should try to be socially inclusive for all children and promote equality within the system. Social elements are what create the social structure of society, there are many components of this which include a status of a person, their role in society, their social framework and any institutions that they are a part of (Social Structure: The Building Blocks of Social Life, No Date). Being socially inclusive means that the education system should value all children and recognize that their culture contributes to society (Social Inclusion Framework, No Date). All children entitled to be included in their school setting, regardless of their background, children should receive a good education, to feel valued, have the opportunity to fulfil their educational potential, and to take part in any educational opportunities with their class mates (Social Inclusion Framework, No Date). The Equality Act 2010 should protect children from any harmful social elements which could affect their education attainment, this Act protects children from any discrimination regarding any protected characteristics (Equality Act 2010, 2020). The social elements that will be discussed in this assignment will be how poverty affects education, how the family impacts educational attainment and how having any disabilities can affect the ability to achieve an education.
Firstly, poverty is a key social element which the Government have been trying to eradicate for some time, however this is one of the hardest social elements to extinguish, especially when it is connected to the educational system. Poverty means waking up every day feeling insecure, being uncertain about any decisions regarding money, being in poverty means facing discrimination due to the financial circumstances that a person is currently in, and being in this stressful environment can lead to problems which deprive people of any chance to have a full role in society (What is child poverty, 2020). 
Consequently, there are several types of poverty; Situational poverty can be caused by events which include environmental emergency, separation from a partner, or health issues; Generational poverty occurs when two or more generations of family have been born into poverty which they are not able to get out of; Absolute poverty meaning they have no shelter, no water or food, this type of poverty is focused on a day to day survival; Relative poverty is anybody under the poverty line established by their Governing state; Urban poverty occurs in areas with 50,000 people of increased violence, over crowding, noise and are over dependent on the emergency services which can be lacking; Rural poverty where people are below 50,000 which have less access to support services for educational and work means (Jensen. E. 2020). 
Therefore, poverty impacts everyone who is currently affect by it, but just because someone is below the poverty line established by the Government does not mean that they experience what some may call poverty. Children who live in poverty can live in chaotic and unstable households, not knowing when their next meal will come (Jensen. E. 2020). Children in poverty are more likely to come from single parent households, which can correlate which a bad educational attendance, minimal grades and less chances of gaining a good education (Jensen. E. 2020). Poverty can create lots of changes and can be very disruptive for a child’s education, this can impair the child’s ability to develop adverse adaptive responses and in society this can be detrimental for their adult life (Jensen. E. 2020).
Additionally, there are endless contributions to the element of poverty, hunger, greed, breaking the law, lack of education, laziness, natural disasters, disabilities, old age, injustices, war, lack of planning (Brown. J. 2011). 23% of children in the UK do not achieve the language development appropriate by the time they are 5, 1 in 3 children who live in poverty, fail on achieving their educational goals, and only 27% of children from poorer families attain 5 or more good GCSE’s, compared to 55% of children from wealthier families (Education, No Date).
Furthermore, a child being in poverty can have their health and wellbeing damaged, which in turn can lead to their future prospects being damaged, affecting the role they take in society. Children in poverty are more likely to have poor health, experience mental health issues, have a low self-worth, experience a social divide in and out of school, feel unsafe at home, they may underachieve at school and experience discrimination at school (What is Child Poverty? 2020). This will make the children feel isolated and disassociated from not just school but society itself.
Continuously, children in poverty can experience school holiday hunger, this means that a child who would receive a free school meal in term time, may go hungry during the school holidays, as their parents cannot afford to buy the extra food which they would have been receiving at school (Child Poverty - The Facts, 2018). The increase of child poverty is putting a greater strain upon the educational system, schools with poorer communities have to deal with the extra challenges which can face the children who attend, and 2 out of 5 children have missed school trips due to their family not being able to afford it in which excludes them even more (Child Poverty- The Facts, 2018). 
Moreover, many children in poverty have accepted that they will not attain the same education as their more well-off peers, also the children in poverty are more aware of the cost of items for school, and they can feel shame accepting free school meals, because they do not want to be seen as different from their peers (Horgan. G. 2007). Children in areas of poverty are less likely to have access to art classes, compared to those in more advantageous areas, they can also view school as a chore and become disengaged, while the more wealthier schools have more equipment and more after school activities, which the children in poverty do not have the possibility of attending (Horgan. G. 2007).
Additionally, a survey conducted by the National Education Union (NEU) of 8,600 school leaders, 9 out of 10 of these stated that poverty is having a disastrous effect upon their pupil’s education and half of those felt that it has only got worse, especially in primary schools (Weale. S. 2019). Children are seen to be attending school tired, hungry, with dirty and ill-fitting uniforms, and suffering from mental health issues which the education system is not fully prepared for (Weale. S. 2019). Furthermore, with non-school uniform days the poorer child may not attend, because the wealthier children may be showing off their new clothes, while they notice the poorer children who struggle with the latest fashion and then the poorer child may feel ashamed of their own clothes (Weale. S. 2019). Teachers have stated that 78% of poorer children suffered from fatigue, 76% suffer from poor concentration, 75% experience bad behaviour, 57% were hungry, 50% were suffering with ill health, and 35% were being bullied (Weale. S. 2019).
Consequently, children who live in poverty are more than likely to live in a disadvantage neighbourhood and can often miss out of school events that most people would take for granted (The Effects Of Poverty, 2020). Children in poverty can have fewer educational opportunities, less life goals, they may feel judge by their peers and teachers, which then can make them feel insecure and excluded (The Effects Of Poverty, 2020). While at home they may have nobody to help them with homework or have anyone to play with and they may also be worried about their family, which can cause additional unwanted stress (The Effects Of Poverty, 2020).
Secondly, children learn in two environments, the home and the school, these two should connect and communicate well to make the time that children spend in education worthwhile (Supporting Your Child at School, No Date). There are many reasons to why the family can have an impact upon their child’s education, whether it is positive or negative. The role of the family has always been considered as important towards their child’s educational success as the schools improvement, many parents see education as a commodity and are given the possibility of educational shopping, to see which schools provide the best education and which schools are higher up on the state tables (Jones. L, and Allebone. B, No Date). However, some teachers view parents who come from a poorer background as a problem for their children’s education, they view their home environment as unsupportive to the school and the education process (Jones. L, and Allebone. B, No Date). Tizard and Hughes, (1984), p18. state that many educationalists believe that working-class parents are not supporting their children effectively at home and may not help much with their children’s language development, due to their own educational misfortune. 
Moreover, parent’s previous educational experiences will influence their children’s education, the parent’s social economic status may impact the child’s educational opportunities (Li. Z, and Qiu. Z, Fig. 1, 2018). Furthermore, the level of parental involvement in their child’s education will affect their learning behaviours, this will link in with child’s academic attainment for either increasing it the more they are involved or decrease it the less they are involved (Li. Z, and Qiu. Z, Fig. 1, 2018). Parents are seen as helpers towards their children’s education, when a parent or older sibling takes an active interest in the younger child’s education, they are more likely to succeed (Jones. L and Allebone. B, No Date). 
Therefore, the status of a family in society will have an impact on the quality of a child’s education, the higher the family’s status in society, the higher the chances of attaining a better quality of education for their child (Li. Z, and Qiu. Z, 2018). Moreover, the higher the family’s status, the higher the child’s attendance may become, also, they may receive more educational activities from their school if it is well funded (Li. Z, and Qiu. Z, 2018). Parents who come from a well-off background will have the funds to pay for private tutors, extra curriculum activities, and pay for new books, whereas parents from a poorer background may not be able to (Li. Z, and Qiu. Z, 2018). 
Additionally, parents who have a positive attitude towards education will affect their child’s learning attitude and their behaviour at school, no matter what kind of status the parents come from, having a positive outlook can increase a child’s educational achievement (Li. Z, and Qiu. Z, 2018). The family’s social economic status impacts the school, the teachers, their child’s effort, their child’s participation which in turn affects their grades (Li. Z, and Qiu. Z, Fig. 3, 2018). However, these are not the only features from parents in which challenge their child’s education.
Continuously, sibling achievements have an effect on a child’s educational attainment, parents may compare them to each other, even subconsciously. A study in the Journal of Family Psychology which focused on siblings and educational achievement, found that a majority of parents thought their first born were better, although commonly, siblings achieved very similar results (Parents’ Comparisons Make Siblings Different, 2015). Siblings who were thought to be smarter by their parents, would do better in education, while the other, who is seen as the less capable sibling would be lacking (Parents’ Comparisons Make Siblings Different, 2015). This may not sound like it would have a big effect upon an education setting, however overtime this may steadily impact a child’s grade and make them more likely to act out in class (Parents’ Comparisons Make Siblings Different, 2015). All of this can cause sibling rivalry, competing for the affection of their parents, fighting in and out of school, also the worse off sibling may act out to receive any attention from their parents and/or teachers (Coping with Sibling Rivalry, 2020). 
Furthermore, the martial status of the parents can have an effect on the child’s educational participation. If a child is living with one parent or guardians, they are more likely to be suspended from school than a child who lives with married or unmarried parents (Egalite. A. J, 2016). In the US if a child has one parent or guardians, they are more likely to repeat a grade than a child who comes from a married or unmarried parents’ (Egalite. A. J, 2016).
Additionally, a study conducted by Dr Arnaud Chevailer, the parental effect on test results, showed that parents who are involved in the educational process of their child are five times more effective than their child’s schooling (Paton. G, 2012). The head of Ofsted stated that many teachers are considered a stand-in parent to children who have so called failing families and communities (Paton. G, 2012). However, it is hard for the poorer parents to make a contribution towards their child’s learning, because themselves may not have succeeded in education and may find it hard to help and will then in turn need more help from a school (Jones. L and Allebone. B, No Date). Comparing this to a wealthy family, if the family does not fully understand a subject, they will be able to afford extra tuition for their children and books to help explain the subject better (Jones. L and Allebone. B, No Date). It is up to the child’s family and school to help provide a suitable education, although, many children may grow up without a family so in turn need their community, governed state and school to help provide their culture and moral guidance (Paton. G, 2012).
Thirdly, there are many children living with a disability or someone who has a disability and they have to try to deal with these challenges along with the challenges of the school system (Sibling wellbeing and attainment at School, 2020). There are numerous elements which can limit a person with a disability and a young carers ability to access education at a successful level.
Moreover, many children may care for other siblings, parents in their house hold and these young individuals, whom are under 18, are considered to be young carers (Young carers and carers of children under 18, 2014). Being a young carer means juggling school and the people they may care for. However, it is up to the young carers local council to assess whether it is appropriate for them to continue, taking into account the young person’s education, social life and experience (Young carers and carers of children under 18, 2014). Many teachers do not know about their students who are young carers, which means that a child’s educational needs get overlooked and can lead to disarray within their school (Sibling wellbeing and attainment at school, 2020). Laura, a young carer, has a sister who sleeps in her room, her sibling would interrupt her sleep, then Laura would go to school tired and she was not able to concentrate in the lessons (Sibling wellbeing and attainment at school, 2020). 
In the UK, over half of the young carers are siblings to a child with a disability and become a young carer within their duration at school (Sibling wellbeing and attainment at school, 2020). There are 4 out of every 10 children who have a sibling with a disability and live in poverty (Sibling wellbeing and attainment at school, 2020). Cuts to services for families with disabled individuals have increased the impact upon young carers, reducing the options for them to get the much-needed support through the community and important services (Sibling wellbeing and attainment at school, 2020). Young carers may have a lower chance of recieving good GCSE’s and are more likely not to continue with education past the age of 16, due to their responsibilities at home (Sibling wellbeing and attainment at school, 2020). This may impact their opportunities for a career when they look for future education and work. 
Continuously, there are many barriers within education for these young carers; they may have poor concentration from a disruptive home life, they may miss time in school as they may have to help there sibling, this may cause poor relationships with teacher due to late or missing homework and not being acknowledged within a school. In addition, they may receive no help at home due to all their parents attention being upon their sibling, they may act out at school to receive attention, due to having none at home, they may experience prejudice within school and become bullied due to their families position (Sibling wellbeing and attainment at school, 2020).
Furthermore, every child has the right to an education, however, children with disabilities still remain one of the main groups being isolated from a quality education (Education for children with disabilities - improving access and quality, No Date). A World Bank paper argued that schools create gaps between children with and without disabilities and it starts in the first grade and becomes wider as time goes along (Education for children with disabilities - improving access and quality, No Date). Due to the stigma of being disabled, the chances of receiving an education and employment may be restricted due to some people believing that individuals with disabilities are not good enough, meaning that people with disabilities are likely to become poor and so will their children (Education for children with disabilities - improving access and quality, No Date). There are 57% of children with disabilities being home schooled, 1,000 with needs that can be met, waiting for a place at a school, however, some schools have said they find it hard to be inclusive, due to their dry budgets which they would need to spend on additional needs (Bartley. J, 2017).  A major influence for people with disabilities are the people who care for them, carers of people with disabilities tend to have lower expectations for them regardless of their school performance (Doctor Chatzitheochari. S, and Professor Platt. L, 2018).
In conclusion, there are many elements that are key to a child’s access to education, the elements which were discussed were poverty, family and disability. Paula Dressel (2018) stated, “The route to achieving equity will not be accomplished through treating everyone equally. It will be achieved by treating everyone justly according to their circumstances.”, this means giving extra help to children who need it, and this then helps the children to achieve the same success as their peers (What’s the Difference Between Equity and Equality? 2018). These are some of the important elements in education which they have to constantly challenge and help change. Poverty may always be a factor in how a person can receive an education, due to the privatisation of schools, however, education can help children escape it. Family has a major influence on a child’s education, without the encouragement from siblings and parents, a child may fail in reaching their goals, but with the right influence, they can achieve anything. Living with a disability or living with a person who has a disability can challenge a child’s access to education, but with the right elements from the community, Government and family, they can overcome the challenges. Society presents multiple challenges for children, but with the right help any child from any background can reach their full potential within education.
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