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The following file note will address intern issues raised about the offence of Kim Cottrell which has been accused of hitting Bob Branning over a disagreement at the Dog and Duck public house on Saturday, March 2nd, 2024, and has been charged with a single offence of violence involving actual harm to a person. After Kim being placed under custody, she was brought to the police station to have an interview and have her fingerprints collected. Kim claimed that after declining to have her fingerprints collected since she doesn’t like being touched by another individual, the policeman eventually took her hand and collected the fingerprints. In addition, Kim also lost her work and remains unemployed with unemployment assistance. The girl has been set free on unrestricted release and has two days until her official court hearing. 





Kim’s mental state at the time of the incident must be proven in order to overcome the mens rea element of the offence. She seems to have acted out of emotional sadness and anguish over the unexpected loss of her aunt, who she loved very much. There is no proof that Kim acted with malice or deliberate intent; alternatively, it was an emotional outburst in response to Bob’s rude words. The intentional act of hitting Bob across the face, leading to actual injuries, is the actus reus aspect of the offence. Given that Kim’s behaviour resulted in bruises on Bob’s cheeks and jawline, those met the legal definition of attack causing severe physical harm.  



Regarding to the particular facts of each case, several rules for punishment pertain to actions that lead to real physical harm. The impact of the harm that was committed in this instance, specifically with regard to the victim’s jaw and cheek fractures, is a component that could affect the length of the prison term. Another one will be the suspect’s psychological condition or criminal record in the past, among other contributing or influencing situations. Therefore, the victim’s reaction to what happened and other factors that make it worse, including choosing on an individual who is vulnerable would be another component. Sentences for assaulting that causes real injury can differ; in instances of lower severity with minor injuries and no prior criminal record, a local jail sentence or suspension period might turn out to be eligible. A jail punishment, which could last anywhere from a couple of months to a number of many years, in situations that tend to be more extreme and that entail aggravated conditions or serious injuries. 





A range of aspects, such as the intensity of the misconduct, the proof that is offered, and Kim’s past convictions, will be taken into consideration by the tribunal when allocating Kim’s case for sentencing. Both Magistrates’ Court and the Supreme Court’s penalty authority and matter intricacy will be taken into consideration by the magistrate when assessing how to address the matter in the other courts. A dangerous misconduct, assault resulting in serious injury is subject to an investigation by charge in the Crown Court or quick procedure in the courts of the Magistrates. This is the basis upon which judicial system will decide which cases to assign for trial. The next step is accessible proof wherever the judges will decide on the legitimacy of testimonies, video recordings, and physical proof in backing Kim’s case. Once that is done, the court of appeals is going to determine which courthouse is the most suitable for her legal proceeding depending on her existing felony convictions related to the stealing breach. Considering Kim’s rights alongside providing advise on how to take advise on how to take advantage of them plays an important role as her representation in court. Initially, she can enter an agreement of innocence to the suspicion of attack with the result of serious injury, which gives her the option of accepting guilt. It indicates that she rejects the accusations and intends to argue against the lawsuit in court. Since Kim continues to be free on absolute release from jail, she likewise have the chance of putting limits for her release from custody. 




Rights to an attorney and an impartial investigation are two of the essential liberties and privileges protected by the Human Rights Act of 1998. Throughout the court system, it is imperative to guarantee that Kim’s privileges under the legislation remain unchanged. 


PACE which means Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 outlines the authorities and protocols for law enforcement inquiries, encompassing the holding of screenings, collecting of DNA, and protection individuals’ privileges. Kim’s claim the fact that having her known she was entitled to have legal advice from someone, she had certainly requested for someone to represent her corresponds with her asserted PACE right. 


The Bail Act 1976 is the process for securing bail to defendants facing sentence that is set forth by this specific legislation. Kim is now free on unrestricted discharge; beneath this legislation, future charges or appeals for modifications to her custody shall be evaluated and taken into considerations. 

Fingerprints collected against consent is a relevant issue, since Kim claimed that the police agent collected her DNA without permission. Although the allegations would not have an immediate effect on the physical abuse accusation, it causes inquiries regarding possible human rights abuses that Kim might have experienced during her custody and interview. Once pointed out, those law enforcement activities might compromise the trustworthiness of the proof that was gained and be pertinent to Kim’s safety. The second one would be ignorance of the availability of the solicitor’s session. She maintains that she was uninformed that she had the opportunity to do that when at the police department. This arises many questions concerning if Kim received a sufficient explanation from the police on what she could do as part of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Kim’s intention of speaking with a legal representative is likely to have a significant impact when deciding if the comments or verification she delivers throughout the process of interviewing is permitted to be acknowledged. PACE, however, has constitutional consequences for the present matter since it guarantees someone arrested by the authorities’ protections involving the ability to consult with a lawyer about the case. If Kim is correct in saying that people are not aware of this privilege, then this could be a violation of the PACE requirements. In particular, if Kim’s challenges point to administrative mistakes or human rights violations during the initial detention and interrogation procedure, they might be pertinent to her legal method. A court review to any material collected as a result of these infractions might undermine Kim’s court case’s argument.





One benefit of this case is that it has fair proof. An allegation of violence involving serious injuries necessitates proof of true injury, which is opposed with specific minor abuse charges. For investigation and sentence, information may offer a more precise and fair support. Also, because of the extent of the victim’s injuries, violence that results in real injury to the body is recognised as an act of greater severity than regular attack. Which could end up in more severe punishments if found guilty, discouraging behaviours like these in later years. Therefore, another benefit can be that the legal definition of the act makes it explicit to both attorneys and prisoners what constitutes an enough case for condemnation. 


Potential mitigating alleviating possibilities could be a disadvantage since they might minimise Kim’s involvement in instances like hers, where the incident occurred during the context of a loved one’s tragic death, where the situation proved highly sentimental and flammable. Intense mental sadness or victims’ aggravation are two examples of elements that influence the extent to which the act had been. Another downside is that the suspect’s career and opportunities for the future, such as working and status in society, could be impacted dramatically from getting found guilty of abuse lading to severe harm to another person. However, there would also be a drawback to responding against a harassment allegation, as causing real harm can be tricky and hard for a defendant to demonstrate. To successfully go through the process of law, one would need to conduct an exhaustive inquiry and get advice from an attorney. 
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