Compare and contrast the principles of learning.
There are many different ways in which children learn and this can be supported by theories and theorists. Some of these theories are behaviourism, which is “based on the principle of stimulus and response”. (Bates 2019). Cognitivism which is “based on the principle that information is actively processed inside the mind of a person and that behaviour modification takes place”. (Bates 2019). Social constructivism “where children learn for themselves by making meaning of experience through social negotiation”. (Blakemore and frith 2005).  Humanistic which “is based on the belief that the individual is self- determining: free to make their own choices”.( Bates 2019). The three theorist I am going to compare, and contrast is Vygotsky whose ideas are built around social constructivism. This is where both culture and the environment have a significant part in how we understand the world around us. Vygotsky was born in Russia in 1896, into a Jewish family. He was 1 of 8 children and both of his parents were highly educated, his father was a banker and his mother were a teacher.  The second theorist is Piaget. His theory was underpinned by constructivism. He saw children using their own knowledge and exploring their environment by experimenting do develop their learning and understanding. Piaget was born in Switzerland in 1896. He was the eldest son of a professor. Piaget was brought up in a family who had different religious beliefs. His mother was a Christian, but his father was an atheist. “It is suggested this could be a part of the reason why Piaget had an interest in intellectual discussion and hypothesis”. (Aubrey and Riley 2019 pg. 41).  The third theorist is Dewey. His approach on learning is a democratic one. The individual is at the centre of their own learning. Children should be able to make their own choices in what they learn. This can be linked to Carl Rogers’ theory of self-actualisation. Where the teacher's role becomes a one, to provide an environment for children to be able to solve their own challenges and problems and to achieve their own solutions. Dewey was born in the United States in 1859. He was 1 of triplets.  During his childhood, society was changing. It was becoming more democratic, and this had an influence on his philosophy. 
All three theorists considered learning as being active. This is where the pupils take more control with what they are learning. Vygotsky believed that his active learners are collaborative learners. He suggested without socialising, there would be no learning. His theory suggests “that knowledge and thought are constructed through social interaction with family, friends, teachers and peers”. (Bates 2019 pg.: 49). Speech, language and talking to others have a major influence on how we think and learn. It develops a child’s ability to learn. When children talk to others who have the knowledge, they are learning how to problem solve, develop their behaviour and work with others to make plans and reflect. Piaget does not consider speech to play such an important role in learning like Vygotsky does. He sees language reflecting their personal development and their thinking skills.  Even though Piaget considered learning as active too, he believed that his learners were a “lone scientist”. He suggested that children would learn from their own experiences and make sense of the world around them, with little interaction from other people, which is in disagreement with Vygotsky. When Piaget observed the children, he noticed that from a young age, children were inquisitive about their environment and how they used their abilities to interact with it. He believed “that it is through their interactions with the environment that learning proceeds”. (Aubrey and Riley 2019:pg 42). It is necessary for children to use their knowledge and understanding of the world around them for learning to take place. Both Piaget and Dewey believed that learning best takes place when children interact with their own choices and interest and the teacher is facilitating the environment for them to learn. Vygotsky on the other hand believes that teachers should engage their children in social activities and provide support to help them achieve their potential. Dewey also believe that his learners were active. “He contended that learning should focus on practical life experiences and social interaction”. (Aubrey and Riley 2019:pg 8). Just like Piaget, Dewey saw how important experiential learning was.  He thought that every experience experienced through play was fundamental to the child's learning journey and always in the best interest of the child. He believed that once something has been learned, children will have gained that experience and knowledge and be able to transfer that skill to any other situation.
The three theorists all observed cognitive development. Piaget and Vygotsky both agreed that cognitive development progresses at different stages and in different ways. Piaget emphasised on children being independent when learning through play, while Vygotsky believed that learning takes place from scaffolding. This is where an adult provides a social role to support a child’s learning. In Piaget’s theory, he suggests that there are 4 stages of linear development. During the first stage which Piaget called the sensory motor period which usually happens between the ages of 0-2 years old. Children interact physically with the world. The second stage is the pre- operational period, that takes place between the ages of 2-7 years old. In this stage children explore the physical world and how it relates to themselves. During the third stage, the period of concrete operations, which happens between the ages of 7-11 years old. This is where children start to make logical understating of their wold. The last stage is the period of formal operations that takes place from the age of 11-12 and upwards. This is where the ability to think abstractedly and scientifically. It is only when all 4 stages have been achieved, children reach full human intelligence. Vygotsky’s theory of development stages is similar to Piaget. He first suggested that children gain knowledge on 2 levels. On the first level, which is the social level, children experience the knowledge with others who are more knowledgeable and on the second level, which is the psychological level, children start to make mental connections of what has been understood. According to Blakemore and Frith (2005) “Learning happens first through interaction then through internalisation”. Vygotsky then believed that there were 3 levels of developments. The level of potential development is where the child will gain the knowledge and understanding in the future but cannot access it from where they are now in their learning. The next level is the zone of proximal development. This suggests that the children are able to achieve knowledge and understanding with the help and support from a more experienced person. This is as Blakemore and Frith (2005) calls it “the child is on the edge of their capabilities and needs support- [scaffolding] “). The last level is level of actual development, and this is where knowledge and understanding has been achieved, and the child can learn independently. Dewey did not see learning taking place in different stages like Piaget and Vygotsky. He believed education and learning was progressive. In Dewey's way of thinking it was not important for children to reach an objective experience at any given time but to understand their experience and to gain knowledge and skills from that, so they could transfer theses skills as they grow up.
To conclude all three theorists recognised the importance of exploring and experimenting in a child’s development, especially through play.  You have both Dewey and Piaget’s  theory of a child-centred approach, with Piaget four stages of development being four different types of play that children can engage in, and in Dewey’s theory the children develop their own learning through their own interests during play, as by experimenting through play, the children know what they liked and what they did not like. Although this is said, learning needed to be relevant and rewarding. Vygotsky also agreed how important play was for learning, but he suggested that children copy the adults around them and conduct themselves in the same way. Therefore, the children are developing themselves for their future. The social environment is essential to create opportunities for learning.
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