	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc294833427][bookmark: _Toc196411788]Task 3 – Reflective Report

Laurentiu Marian Samson

Student number 2428049




















Contents

1.Introduction	3
1.2 Academic skills development: Reflective report	3
1.3 Task 1: Academic Skills Quiz	3
2. Task 2	4
2.2 Weakness toStrength	4
2.3 Learning Through Feedback	4
3. UnresolvedChallenges: Critical Review	5
3.1 Academic Writing Style andDevelopment	5
Reference list	6












[bookmark: _Toc196411789]1.Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc196411790]1.2 Academic skills development: Reflective report
That being said, in this report, I will reflect on my experience of learning in through the Academic Skills module, especially on a few tasks and activities that were a significant part of my academic development. This piece of writing is meant to explore the skills I use in any academic setting like time management, note-taking, referencing and academic writing, to conclude my current strengths and weaknesses in each domain. I will also discuss how this module affected me by presenting my specific examples on tasks and class activities during the module.
[bookmark: _Toc196411791]1.3 Task 1: Academic Skills Quiz
Task 1, which was the Academic Skills Quiz to test my understanding of time management, note-taking, referencing and the academic writing process was one of the major commencement experiences in this module. This task was valuable to me as it highlighted specific areas of my knowledge surrounding academic misconduct and referencing that I was lacking, which I chose to address in lessons going forward. Task 2 was another interesting experience as it relates to applied academic skills through an activity on note taking and paraphrasing. Being trained in this exercise was crucial, because before it, I used to be bad at summarizing information. Writing essays and reports was made easier by the classroom discussions about how to approach writing in different academic fields.
[bookmark: _Toc196411742][bookmark: _Toc196411792]From Task 1, I had learned that although I was familiar with the conventions of academic writing, I was not yet confident in consistently applying referencing styles. I noticed this especially when I was asked during the quiz to cite a source in Harvard Style. Even before this module, referencing was something I used to neglect during work. Nonetheless, guided by feedback and exchanging classroom discussions, I made efforts to better my referencing ability. This led me to start using reference management tools so I would always cite my sources correctly – something that improved my work significantly in later assignments (Walker, 2018). Using referencing tools like Zotero or EndNote also allows me to organise myself and minimise mistakes (Pears & Shields, 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc196411793]2. Task 2
Task 2 resulted in some further reflection, especially about my skills in taking notes and paraphrasing. I was a bad summariser of texts; if you had to summarise it in a single line, I would write a small book, it was that bad. This exercise forced me to do paraphrasing, which was challenging for me at first. Revising an academic text based on what I had read and learned, I regained more assurance with my formatting and used the opportunity to tell myself to concentrate on the content where I was required to write in my own words rather than just copy the text. This trait, which became apparent and was useful for writing this academic paper, was also applicable for other forms of academic writing as well because this helped facilitate the way one can arrange their drafts/notes/pages into digitalized formats (Murray, 2013).
[bookmark: _Toc196411794]2.2 Weakness to Strength
Time management was one of the biggest takeaways I had from this module. Before the module, I frequently faced difficulties in managing coursework along with other responsibilities. The adoption of different time-management strategies including a study schedule and task prioritization significantly improved my productivity (Macan, 2016). During this time, I realised that following these steps provided me more time for research, writing and reviewing my work which was done at better quality (Steed, 2020). These techniques also assisted me in alleviating stress since I could stifle tasks ahead of the deadline and not leave tasks to the last minute.
[bookmark: _Toc196411795]2.3 Learning Through Feedback
Looking back on my education, I can say that my superpower is responding to feedback. After being given constructive criticism on some of things that I produced early on, I took note of it and (and I looked everything over) tried to improve on moving forward. The evaluation of output and constant iteration to improve this output process applied to many things in my life, writing being one of the most prominent. Regularly consulting the feedback, I received about my writing style and structure helped me to develop a more concise, clear writing style that was more academic in nature (North, 2016). Additionally, my peer feedback during group activities in classes helped me identify aspects related to improvement of communication skills and team-based approach (Boud et al., 2014).
And even though I have improved over my time there, I know I still must work on some things. For example, my critical analysis skills should be better. I have improved my ability to summarize and paraphrase academic texts, but I still struggle to critically assess these are source and incorporate it into my arguments successfully (Moon, 2013). I intend to continue to develop this skill set, which involves critiquing sources, considering their credibility, and incorporating them in a meaningful way into a narrative (Rugg & Petre, 2014) moving forward.
[bookmark: _Toc196411796]3. Unresolved Challenges: Critical Review
This module has had an enormous focus on time management, referencing, and paraphrasing (amongst others), but they are not the only skills I have been developing. The academic writing style I have also developed more and more. I have consistently practiced and applied academic writing conventions to make my paragraphs better structured (Gillett et al., 2017) with clearer introductions, body paragraphs followed by subsequent paragraphs and conclusions. By learning to think about clarity and coherence as I write, I have honed my ability to effectively communicate complex ideas (Lester, 2014).
[bookmark: _Toc196411797]3.1 Academic Writing Style and Development
Therefore, having gone through this module, I have realized the skills necessary to stay in higher education successfully. These different tasks and class activities have helped me grow throughout this course. Because of this experience, I am now much more confident in myself to know how to manage my time, write academic prose, take good notes, and cite sources properly. I am sure that such skills will help in my future modules and subsequent lives as I now approach my academic problems with more confidence and skills (Topping, 2018).
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