Within this text I will be addressing what happened at the Terrys party in question, assessing how it came to be and also advise Karim of his potential criminal liability alongside any defences I believe that he could use in to assist him in his case. I will do this by using the information accessible to me with examples of different cases that might have similarities to this case and using the law to back up my points. 
The party in question was held at Terrys house while his family were out of town. He was told not to have anyone round but still went through with inviting some friends over. Karim started off his night worse than others with someone spilling red wine on his white top so he had to go change which could have led to early frustration in his night. It also says that the top he changed into was Terrys fathers which was in Terrys parents room which was off limits because terry had put a sign up telling “NO ENTRY” which Karim could be seen as trespassing as terry doesn’t seem to have known and it also says that Karim never returned the top which could also be seen as theft and could be charged with it under section 1 of the Theft Act 1968, in my opinion Karim needs to return the stolen top to Terrys father because with trespassing and also stealing something it can be charged as burglary, however it could be argued that you were invited onto the premiss since Karim knows Terry and it doesn’t seem to have been committed with any ill intent. A case example of burglary is that of R v Brown (1985).
After Karim changes his top, it’s said that because “Karim did not drink alcohol, he had taken some tablets that were given to him by a friend. His friend had told him that they were anti-depressants that had been prescribed for his father.” according to the NHS “common side effects of selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors and serotonin-noradrenaline reuptake inhibitors can include feeling agitated, shaky, or anxious, feeling and being sick, indigestion and stomach aches, diarrhoea or constipation, loss of appetite, dizziness, not sleeping well, or feeling very sleepy, headaches, loss of libido, difficulties achieving orgasm during sex or masturbation, difficulties obtaining or maintaining an erection”. It states that Karim does not drink therefore taking out any defences through that means, on the other hand it does mention that one of Karim’s friends gave him “some tablets” that he said were “anti-depressants that had been prescribed for his father.” In my opinion even though Karim’s friend was the one who gave the “anti-depressants” to him I would advise to have a drug test done to see if it was anything else as “antidepressants do not show up as antidepressants on standard drug tests. The lab would have to do specific additional tests to look for antidepressants”, if it wasn’t anti-depressants then it can be argued that what happened wasn’t completely within your control, however if it was anti-depressants, Karim was fully aware of his situation at the time and took the medication of his own free will as according to the text there was no forceful or sly means used then the defence of involuntary intoxication. Some side effects mentioned from earlier which stand out to me is “agitation” and “anxious” it could be argued by Karim that the anti-depressants had affected his emotions and control over himself but only to a certain point will that defence protect someone depending on how severe the charge is.  An example case that could be linked to this is the case of “Neal Jacobson” who committed murder on his two child twins and wife and blamed it on his “medication” which were anti-depressants, through the link of the anti-depressants this case could be seen as slightly similar however it is clearly different due to the fact that Neal was prescribed these, and Karim wasn’t. (NHS, 2021), (Nancy Schimelpfening, 2021), (The Palm Beach Post)
It goes on to say that later “Simon arrived at the party with Dee, who was the ex-girlfriend of Karim.” This leads to “Karim felt very jealous” which then resulted in ”a row broke out between the two which resulted in Karim smashing a glass and threatening to slash Simon with it”, Karim here has made an intention clear to cause serious harm to another and if it had stopped here it could’ve just been seen as a dangerous threat but it says that “Karim then lunged towards Simon with the broken glass in his hand, causing a wound to Simon’s neck which later required stitches”, this could lead to Karim being charged with many different things, such as grievous body harm and assault which can fall under the “Offences against the Person Act 1861, the Criminal Justice Act 1988 and the Crime and Disorder Act 1998” Karim could also be looking at attempted murder since it was all done with intent with the clear threat beforehand and the attempt was made at his throat where many veins which could of easily led to death could’ve been cut leading to a murder instead, but in this case Simon thankfully did not pass therefore resulting in an attempted murder charge where the maximum penalty can be life sentences.  (Sentencing Council)
Regarding the mens and actus reus for this case, in my opinion the mens reus would be that it mentioned he feels “very jealous” as well as the threat before acting upon that threat therefore giving us the mens reus because the mens reus is the guilty mind therefore the things Karim was feeling and thinking at the time. The actus reus can be seen through the guilty action so in this case would be Karim thrusting at Simons neck with a sharp object and resulting in harm on the neck which is a very sensitive part of the body clearly showing the actus reus for this case which was the act of attempted murder. It could also be said that for the burglary is separate to the attempted murder which id agree as I wouldn’t say it plays into the later events so the I think the mens reus would be that he needed to change his top because his original top had wine spilled on it and the guilty act or actus reus would be that of entering the ”no entry” room as well as taking the top without asking.
In conclusion I see that Karim has caused GBH to Simon with intent, I believe that GBH is not all Karim could be charged with and that some of the other charges could include, trespassing, burglary, theft, attempted murder, and assault. I mentioned that through the act of returning the lost top the charges of trespassing, theft and burglary might not be added. I do not believe that defences regarding taking anything against your will can be used however there were side effects that I believe played a part in Karim’s behaviour and that if clear of a past violent history and others supporting the claim that the anti-depressants could’ve effected his cognitive thinking then it could help within the court room especially with studies and reports suggesting that ingesting someone else prescribed anti-depressants or taking anti-depressants when you don’t need them. A study on this was held and the “research on monkeys finds that an SSRI antidepressant may alter brain architecture if taken by those who aren't really depressed”, this could definitely be mentioned in court, however as mentioned earlier only to a certain point as due to the seriousness of this case I think it’ll only protect Karim so much because if Karim does not have depression he could use the insanity defence due to depression. Then there’s the actual action of Karim who after making threats then lunged at a vital point of Simons and causing harm in that area with the intention to possible cause more harm than done which overall, I see as an attempted murder with intent which you can receive a max punishment of a life sentence and with very minimum defence options apart from the possibility of testing for depression and then potentially saying it was by reason of insanity but if not found this defence cannot be used either.
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