Chapter One – Introduction

1. Background:
Firstly, it must be established what falls under the term ‘drug crime’, this is made up of two categories which involve “‘trafficking in controlled drugs’ and ‘possession of drugs.” (Allen, 2021). This displays what drug crime is but what also must be established what may fall under the previously mentioned categories. Under The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 determines that drugs which are considered unsafe or destructive when used in correctly fall into 3 brackets being either; Class A, B or C drug. In terms of a legal aspect depending on the harm the drug could have on a person when inappropriately would affect the sentencing, if the drug were Class A, then it would be harsher sentencing in comparison to Class C (Home Office, 2024).

Drug crime throughout England and Wales has been a significant issue as the “NCA helped seize over 200 tonnes of class A drugs last year from across the globe, with an estimated street value of almost £17 billion had it reached the UK streets.” (National Crime Agency , 2024). This does show that there are measures in place to prevent drug crime at this moment in time however, as there was such a high level of Class A drugs that were seized. Coud there be significantly more that were not? This would need to be investigated further throughout this independent project. “Drugs becoming cheaper, more potent, and thus more dangerous” (National Crime Agency, 2024). When taking this considering it must be considered if further additional funding may be needed to aid policing, as when drugs are more affordable than the market for them will grow as more people are able to afford them.

2. Research Focus:
This will involve looking at what strategies and legislation have been put in place previously by the government and the police, if they were effective and still in place. What has been recently been released in terms of legislation and strategies, discussing what repercussions that may have in the future in relation to Drug Crime.
3. Aim and Objectives:

The Research Aim:
· To critically assess the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales and what is being done to address it.
The objectives for the Aim:
· Explore the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales through a systematic review of recent literature.
· Identify the current legislation and strategies being used to combat drug crime in England and Wales.
· Evaluate the public’s perception on public’s perception on drug crime in England and Wales and how best it can be addressed.

4. Methods and Timescales:

In the body of research that will be carried out there will be both quantitive and qualitative data by distributing a questionnaire via existing social media platforms such as Facebook. All participants of whom will be sent the questionnaire to complete will be above the age of 18 years old and requested to confirm that they are above the age of 18 years old. The aim is to have 100 people respond to this questionnaire and complete it as it will offer significant data, which will give a better understanding of what the general public’s opinion is in relation to drug crime. In relation to qualitative questions there will be open questions that participants will be asked a question and expected to give their opinion regarded the matter. 

Other questions in the questionnaire will consist of quantitive and closed questions, where participants will be asked a question then below the question there will be a scale between 1 and 5. The participant will need to mark along this scale how they feel regarding each question they have been asked with this metric. Only 1 answer will be needed on this type of question. This will offer quantitive data which can be compared to existing literature to see if they corelate to one and other. On top of this the questions in the questionnaire will be compared to each other, such as if the open-ended questions that are more opinion based are in line with the closed questions which are specific and data related. As Drug Crime is a sensitive topic to discuss there will be contact details for services for those who may be affected by this survey, at the beginning of the survey there will be a warning of about the nature of the content so anyone who may be affected can leave the survey immediately without completion as well. To complete this independent project, it will take from September 2024 until 6th may 2025

5. Value of Research
In terms of the research this would be adding to the existing field of research but on top of that adding
When discussing the importance of the research it must be understood that there are challenges in regards to discussing Drug Crime. Due to the nature of the research, there must be careful consideration throughout as Drug Crime is a very sensitive topic. There is the possibility that some people may not participate due to this, however it is more than likely a small proportionate of people of whom the questionnaire will be shared to. 

Public perception is important as the police aim to have a good relationship with the public as when the public have a good relationship with the police, they are more willing to report crimes to the police as they have trust that the police will assist them. In relation to drug crime, it means that the police are able to work in a better capacity.  The Met want the public to give them faith once again as there have been officers who have influenced in the public’s perception of the police in a negative light (Metropolitan Police, 2023). This is especially important when considering that the cost of drug crime in the UK is “£20 billion a year” (UK Parliament, 2024). Such a substantial cost needs to be studied further to see if this can be reduced as it appears to be a significant issue.
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