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Throughout the years, researchers have investigated the theory that you can determine whether a person would turn to crime at some point in their life, from a very young age. The term ”Defective delinquent” was used to describe people who are born criminals, doomed from birth. As that is what my exhibition is about. I have selected several criminals, well known or otherwise, from a range of different crimes committed and found artwork that they have done and see for myself how it differs from others. Hopefully, this exhibition will show people that some criminals do think differently from other people, and some of them do not. Which really begs the question of what drives a person to commit crime? Are all criminals ’Defective delinquents’ doomed from birth? Are they victims since their youth which altered their thoughts? Or was it something else entirely? 

This space in which this exhibition is held is a virtual one, made to look like the cafeteria section in a prison jail. Virtual reality is a collection of machines, which has constantly been developing and improving since 1989 by Jaron Lanier. The advantage of having it this way is practical, as firstly you wouldn’t need to go out and collect the pieces you want to display in your exhibition, and, as I wish to display it in a prison cafeteria setting, I wouldn’t have to gain access to a prison which may disrupt the workings of said prison. One disadvantage of making the exhibition virtual reality, is that it limits the audience as they would have to own the equipment to see it. Which not everyone has. Also, this exhibition is not for people under the age of 18, as the work that is displayed, and the artists who made them, is not suitable for younger audiences' ears. 

The way my exhibition is shown, goes in chronological order from the times the crimes they did were committed, the artwork is displayed along the walls around the room, going from left to right. Then there's the statue in the middle, which would potentially be the last thing that you see. Subsequently, the first piece they see would also be one of the most impactful, as the crime was worldwide. Next to all of the pieces of artwork, there will be an image of the person who made it, then underneath that, there will be a brief description of what they did and, if they were sentenced, what that sentence was. As I feel like, a person can see a piece of artwork, and build an image in their head on what that person must look like or how they were, yet, when they see that this person was a criminal, and have committed horrible acts, it could definitely shock an audience. I intend, with this exhibition to break the ideals a person may have and see how the opinions of a piece of work may change, as they may see these artworks, and like them, but they may change their opinion on it when they see who has created it. As all of them are criminals. As that is another intention of what I want this exhibition to show, how criminals differ in terms of their brains and expression, and to see how people’s opinions change when they see who created these pieces. 

[image: ]The first artist I have researched is, in fact, Adolf Hitler, possibly the most well-known dictator to have ever lived. As, before Hitler volunteered to be a German soldier in 1914, his status in society was as an artist. His art never got him anywhere. He was denied entrance into the Academy in Fine Arts in Vienna; in which he was confident he would get into. He applied for art school twice, yet never was accepted, so then went on to volunteer to become a German soldier. Then on the 30th January 1933, Hitler was appointed Chancellor, and then died by suicide after consuming a cyanide capsule and then shooting himself in his underground bunker in 1945.
(Figure 1)


After that, the next piece of work that is shown is artwork by the Kray Twins. The Kray twins were two brothers who were one of the biggest crime organizers during the 1950’s and 1960’s. They were sentenced to life, no less than 30 years in prison for numerous crimes, murder, theft, assault and so on. The artwork produced, mainly by Reggie, were produced during their times in prison. This particular piece was auctioned in Norfolk in 2012. Both brothers died in their 60’s. Ronnie, age 61, after suffering from a heart attack, then Reggie, age 66, died from cancer. (Figure 2)[image: ]

[image: ]The third criminal artist which is on display at my exhibition is Henry Lee Lucas. Henry was a serial killer until he was apprehended in 1983. He suffered a head injury when he was young and was exposed to his mother's sexual acts and abuse throughout his youth. However, the first-person Henry murdered was his own mother and then particularly stuck to killing only women after that. It didn’t matter the age, young or old, he killed. When arrested, he made so many false confessions to the police, claiming to kill more people than he had. However, when he was finally sentenced, he was sentenced for killing 11 victims. He was first sentenced to death, yet after circumstances, he was sentenced to life instead. 
(Figure 3)

[image: ]The fourth criminal artist I have chosen for this exhibition is John Wayne Gacy. John was charged with 33 cases of murder of young men, which he buried in the crawl space under his house. Like Henry Lee Lucas, John Wayne Gacy suffered from physical abuse and emotional abuse and most likely suffered from trauma because of it. John had a fascination with clowns, hence the repetition of clowns in his art. He created this character for himself, ”Pogo” Where he would go to parades, birthday parties, and hospitals. He described it as ”Regressing into childhood" and said that no matter what, you have to show the children that a clowns life is ”Nothing but happiness” Before he started his serial killer ways, however, he had been stealing, and had apparently stole all of his life. But tended to give the stuff he stole away, as he saw himself as generous that way, and felt, most of the time, he could get away with it. So the first and second murder, Dr. Morrison suggested that, maybe subconsciously, John thought he had gotten away with it, so he kept going until he was caught. (Figure 4)

The last criminal that produced art was a children's book illustrator with the pen name of Harry Horse. Real name Richard Horne. Harry Horse was a drug user who was subject to fits of depression and anger. Yet, when he was found dead with his terminally ill wife, it was assumed that it was an almost suicide pact, taking inspiration from Romeo and Juiliet. However, it was uncovered that Richard killed his wife, stabbing her 30 times to end her suffering. He stabbed her so hard, the first knife broke and he had to grab another. Then, he killed his cat, and his dog, before then proceeding to stab himself 47 times in the chest, before eventually bleeding out and dying. So, in correlation with the others, the crime [image: ]committed here was so different to the others, but so unique in its own way. (Figure 5)


There is a sculpture in the middle of the exhibition which is called ’The Knife Angel’ made by Alfie Bradley. This Sculpture stands at 27 feet high, and is made out of 100,000 knives which were confiscated. It took Alfie 2 years to build this sculpture, where it then did a tour around the UK in 2018, then was displayed in Coventry until the end of April. Alfie said, that this sculpture was made as ”A memorial to those whose lives have been affected by knife crime.” The sculpture is also heading to Birmingham and then Victoria Square and travels quite often as it is a popular sculpture. As this exhibition, is virtual, getting the knife angel to actually go into an exhibition isn’t a problem. And then, the audience can witness it first hand, all over the world, without having to travel to it. (Figure 6)[image: ]

[image: ]This is a quick sketch of which piece will go where in the exhibition so you can see which pieces are where and the sculpture in the middle. As the sculpture is very tall, there is an upstairs where audiences will be able to see the sculpture clearer, and from an easier angle. The upstairs is strictly for the statue and none of the pieces of work made by these people will not be displayed up there. There will be no music played or no sound at all in this exhibition as the pieces itself should be enough to leave an impact on a person and music would almost definitely take away from that.  
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HARRY HORSE
Winner of The Smartcs Prise
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