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My dissertation will focus on how the British Army’s service has been remembered in contemporary culture since the end of The Troubles. I will be looking at how film, television series, art, murals and museums have remembered the British Army in Northern Ireland. I will also interview British veterans from The Troubles to gather primary source material, I will use their testimonies to compare how reliable contemporary culture is in presenting the role the British Army played in the conflict.

The Troubles in Northern Ireland (1968-1998) have interested me since I started taking an interest in military history. The Troubles was unlike many other conflicts Britain fought throughout the 19th and 20th century. It was Britain’s longest war (30 years) since the Anglo-Mysore Wars 1767-1799 (32 years). There was no traditional frontline between the opposing forces, which meant that Britain faced an insurgency on her doorstep. The Troubles is an important topic because although the war is officially over, there are many people still alive from the conflict today who still suffer as a result of it. Protestant and Catholic communities still live divided by peace walls throughout Belfast, civilians still retain mental and physical scars of the war and British service personnel are still taken to court over events that happened over 40 years ago. I want to find out how British veterans remember their service in Northern Ireland and compare their memories to how the media and museums have presented their service during The Troubles. 
Examining The Troubles by interviewing British forces veterans about their memories of service in Northern Ireland and then comparing that to how they have been portrayed by the media will make a contribution to the wider study of understanding cultural and oral memory throughout the United Kingdom surrounding The Troubles.
I had previously hoped to interview British veterans and members of Sinn Fein, in order to get a more balanced approach to how The Troubles have been remembered since the signing of the Good Friday Agreement 1998. However, due to logistical difficulties within the time frame of seven months and potential physical harm, a visit to Belfast and Londonderry to interview members of Sinn Fein had to be called off. As interesting as this take on the study could have been, I do not think it would have been practical to proceed any further with the idea, which is why I have modified my interviews to focusing primarily on British veterans’ experiences.
The Troubles as a subject have been written about by various different groups of people ranging between academics and veterans. I have no doubt that Jeremy Smith’s book on Making the peace in Ireland will be a valuable source to draw on when looking for a more academic and impartial take on the war. Whereas books written by Richard O’Rawe and Chris Ryan will provide a more personal opinion on the conflict considering that the former fought in the IRA and the latter was a member of the British Army during The Troubles. However, I have encountered a problem. Literature on The Troubles is out there, as is literature on memory, but locating a book or journal focusing on remembering The Troubles is proving a challenge. Fortunately, I have come across a book by David Miller called Rethinking Northern Ireland, which has a couple of chapters which would be relevant to me. However, one issue with this book is that it was published in 1998, within twelve months of the Good Friday Agreement. The political landscape on The Troubles has changed to say the least since this book was published. This text may serve me best if it is supporting later academic books arguments but will require a more thorough inspection when I come to referencing it.
Jim Smyth is a professor of Irish history at Queens University Belfast who has written the book Remembering the Troubles: Contesting the Recent Past in Northern Ireland. There is an abundance of material in this book relating to the memory of The Troubles, but the third chapter in the book focuses on the role of the British Army throughout the conflict which will be the most useful to me. Some of the themes that come up throughout the chapter relate to how the British government has remembered fallen service personnel, how local people mainly Protestants have remembered fallen British troops and how academic studies have failed to record the personal experiences of British soldiers during their time in Northern Ireland. I have not read the whole chapter yet, but with further reading I expect that this section of the book will be important when I discuss the interviews I do with the veterans. 
Graham Dawson, professor of Historical Cultural Studies at the University of Brighton, has written a book Making Peace with the Past?: Memories, Trauma and the Irish Troubles. This particular text examines the Protestant/Unionist struggle through the conflict, and also looks into how Protestants remember The Troubles post the 1998 Good Friday Agreement. There is a chapter dedicated to remembering Bloody Sunday 1972, it reflects on the narrative that the British Army told for at least twenty years after the events of Bloody Sunday. When I compare the exhibitions of Bloody Sunday in the Museum of Free Derry to the National Army Museum, or when I analyse the film Sunday 2002, I expect that this chapter will be significant when trying to establish the British perspective as well as the Catholic/ republican narrative, to which I have found other sources.
I have been reading Marita Sturken’s book Tangled Memories: The Vietnam War, the AIDS Epidemic, and the Politics of Remembering. Although it does not focus on remembering The Troubles, its themes and arguments are nonetheless compelling and relevant to the study of remembrance. One of the main points the book argues is that what a society remembers is highly selective which can tell us a lot about the particular culture/society in question. Considering that I will need to look at film, television, art/murals and museums to find out how The Troubles have been remembered and how they portray British service personnel, Sturken’s work will undoubtedly be a significant aid in supporting my arguments. 
Due to the fact that the Good Friday Agreement is only twenty-one years old, this could explain why more specific approaches to analysing the conflict have not been adopted in literature. Fortunately, the lack of literature material on remembering The Troubles, provides a good justification for my project to proceed.
In order to answer the question of how British service personnel have been remembered for their service in Northern Ireland during The Troubles, I have selected four separate categories that I will divide up into four chapters. 
1. Interviews with ex-British service personnel. 
This will be a significant chapter because the memories of the veterans who fought in Northern Ireland may be very different to how they have been portrayed in contemporary culture. As a culture we may ‘remember’ a half truth or even a lie. Which as Sturken points out “Memory is crucial to the understanding of a culture precisely because it indicates collective desires, needs and self-definitions.” [footnoteRef:1] Comparing the Veteran’s experiences too contemporary representations will help to tell us about our culture, which will help explain how British forces have been remembered during The Troubles. [1:  Marita Sturken. Tangled Memories: The Vietnam War, the AIDS Epidemic, and the Politics of Remembering. First edn. (USA. University of California Press. 1997.). p.2.] 


2. Film and television assessment.
In this section I will examine how the British Army has been presented in film and television (TV) series. I have selected two films and one TV series for this assessment, they all take place after the 1998 Good Friday Agreement. The earliest film I have selected is called Sunday (2002), which tells the story of the events of Bloody Sunday 1972. Considering that Bloody Sunday was the most criticised event that the British Army was involved in during The Troubles, I think it would be fundamental to analyse a filmed piece about this event. The next film I have chosen is ’71 (2014) which takes place before the events of Bloody Sunday. It follows the journey that an isolated British soldier takes over the space of one night in west Belfast. It is a valuable piece to examine as it puts the soldier next to Catholics and Protestants. At times the soldier needs to rely on both sides to help him survive and get back to his barracks. This film addresses the fact that the conflict was not as simple as Catholic against Protestant and soldier, as it acknowledges that there are civilians on both sides who are prepared to help people in need. Lastly the TV series Derry Girls (2018-ongoing), I thought this was an interesting piece because it is a British production team who have chosen to make a series where the Catholics are the protagonists. The series does not focus primarily on the British Army, but I think it is still worth looking into because of how it includes the Army into the whole setting of Northern Ireland, and how they become part of the way of life. 

3. Art and Murals 
Art in its most traditional form did not abstain from The Troubles. Northern Ireland has many murals throughout both protestant and Catholic communities. An outsider from Northern Ireland may not know if they stand amongst Protestants or Catholics, but by observing the art on the walls around them one may be able to make an intelligent guess, judging by the subject matter of the picture. Many of the communities have continued to maintain the murals, many were made during The Troubles, but twenty years on those same communities continue to preserve those pieces of art made during a highly divisive and violent time. Some of these murals include British soldiers as part of their subject matter, which is significant because they can help to sway a local communities’ opinion either in favour or not of the army which is supposed to protect them in times of turmoil. This contributes to restricting the healing between communities for the younger generations.

4. Museum exhibitions
Museums are academically informative, however, that does not mean that they seek to promote a particular political message. There are various museums that are either dedicated to or possess a significant exhibition in relation to The Troubles. The Museum of Free Derry is centred around Bloody Sunday 1972 as their main focus. The museum has stated that they present the history of Derry from 1968 – 1972 but there is a clear emphasis on one particular day in 1972 rather than an equally divided exhibition between the years. This will be useful when discussing how a local community have publicly presented their story in an academic form. In contrast the National Army Museum in London has a section dedicated to The Troubles. This museum focuses on the military wing of the conflict, and the Catholic/Protestant divide is not the key focus here. This museum is likely to tell a slightly different story to that of the Museum of Free Derry, given its intended audience and location in relation to Northern Ireland. 

I am expecting that the academic sources will be more likely to portray the British Army in a more negative light, and in turn present the IRA as freedom fighters, whilst criticising various actions they made. In opposition to the academics I think that the films and tv-series will portray the British Army in a slightly more favourable view. Considering that most of the directors are not Irish or Catholic Northern Irish, they may be more willing to take a more balanced approach or less passionate message as it was not their personal struggle. The murals and artworks will be similar to the different museums, depending on their location, that will define the message they wish to present.
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