INTRODUCTION   6

Isaiah chapter 6, the narrative of Isaiah’s calling and enigmatic commission is of major importance as to how the rest of the book should be interpreted. Especially important is the theme of ‘lack of seeing and hearing’ that has so intrigued scholars over the centuries.   Similarly important is how this chapter and the prophetic commission relates to the introduction of the book in chapter 1.
The best place to start reading around this topic is Walter Brueggeman’s excellent article on Isaiah 6 that clearly lays out the structure and theological ambiguities of the chapter.   Two articles which set the call of Isaiah in a wider context is  P. House’s ‘Isaiah’s Call and its Context in Isaiah 1-6’ and A. Bartelt’s,  ‘The Centrality of Isaiah 6 within Isaiah 2-12’. 
‘The Davidic Covenant in the Isaiah Tradition’ in A.D.H. Mayes’  Covenant as Context sets out the issues  surrounding the call of Isaiah 6 in the context of the concept of covenant in the Hebrew Bible.
Finally, Francis Landy brings out very beautifully the richness of language in chapter 6 in his superb chapter ‘I and Eye in Isaiah or Gazing at the Invisible’. 



