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INTRODUCTION
The term Criminal law is the body of law that defines different criminal offences that deals with apprehension, charges, and trial of a suspected persons, that deals with the penalties and modes of treatment applicable to convicted offenders (Monaghan, 2022). Also, English Criminal law is the branch of law that relates to the offences, its prevention and what are the consequences of a breach of law prevailing in England and Wales. Criminal conduct is the term that outlines wrong committed against not only the individual persons but also affect the whole community at large. The legislation related to criminal law is Criminal Law Act, 1977 which is framed with the purpose to provide consequences in the form of punishment in case of any breaking of law. The essay deals with the discussion related to consent playing a crucial role in battery crimes under criminal law. The informed consent should be the essential element for determining whether the act of battery is committed or not. 

MAIN BODY
Battery Crime in UK
Battery crime is considered as serious crime in the field of law as it is committed by one individual, where one person intentionally used force against another without another person's consent. In English law Battery crime is known as the common criminal offence where one person has intentionally touched other person in physical manner without other person consent and cause harm to other person will amount to offence. It is important to understand the battery crime to know the legal conflicts and protecting victims from unjust physical pushing and touching.
The main essential of battery is intention, contact, harm, no lawful justification, and no consent from other person will constitute battery crime (Kenney-Herbert, 2023). The battery will commit on the case where other person has no idea about the contact that was going to happen. However, consent is also treated as part of defense in case of Battery crime, if person has voluntarily agreed to the physical contact, then it will not be covered under Battery.
To know whether one act is covered under Battery law or not it should consider certain elements. If these elements are fulfilled, then the battery crime has been committed by the individual.
Whenever one person applies force intentionally on other person and for this the force should not be violent and cause another person injury, but it should be a physical touch like grabbing another person's hand. Also, the person who is applying force should not have to come on direct contact with victim, the act of battery can be committed on indirect manner like throwing an object towards other person will also amount to act of battery. All these acts should be voluntarily and control over their actions. Therefore, these elements are important to determine whether an offence has been committed as per criminal law or not.
In R v Gladstone Williams (1984) 78 Cr App R 276, as per this case the Lord Chief Justice has stated that battery crimes are defined as an act that has been committed by the defendant intentionally, recklessly and made an application of unlawful force towards the complainant than the accused will be liable for the same.
Consent plays significant role in battery crime
For considering a particular action as battery, the victim should not require giving their consent for physical contact. As consent plays a crucial role in order, from transferring an action to becoming an offence. The consent is general defense that is available in all types of offences and used in non-fatal offences like battery and assault.
For Battery the consent should not be there regarding the physical contact, consent should be voluntarily and required to be valid (Ellis and Ellis, 2022). The person can be able to withdraw his consent in any time and there can be circumstances where person is unable to give valid consent due to some factors such as age, mental incapacity and under the influence of drugs, alcohol, and any intoxicated thing.
The person cannot accuse the other person of committing battery if he himself has consented for the force being used against them. Consent can be given in the form of implied and expressed. That means one individual can give their consent to a particular action without giving permission for the same. In the case of a written contract where verbal permission has been given in case will be amount as expressed consent has been given.
In Collins v Wilcock [1984] 3 All ER 374, here in this case Justice Goff stated that consent can be formed and given in express manner and as well as implied both ways.
Therefore, in case of Battery crime if it will be committed by the accused and no consent is given by claimant than in that case claimant has the right to ask for the legal remedy which can be provided by the court in form of compensation for all the sufferings given to plaintiff. However, if the case is serious then in that case punishment in the form of imprisonment and fine will be given under criminal law.
Ethical Principles around consent:
The four main elements of medical ethics are non- maleficence, Justice, autonomy, and beneficence. Autonomy is considered as ethical practice to receive informed consent. In Medical practice, informed consent plays a key role as patients should be provided with all the prior treatment process which required to be done by the doctors (McMahon and McGorrery, 2020). The two elements that are honest and trust are combination ethical norms that makes consent valid in real sense. Justice has been applicable in cases where the right treatment is being delivered to patients.
Philosophical aspect:
It relies on absoluteness, giving one person freedom can infringe other person rights, as autonomy of one person will affect the other's autonomy too. The main purpose behind the formation of law is to create fair delivery of justice. The principle of total autonomy contradicts the situation where it applies to society at large.
Legal Framework:
As per Criminal law and Criminal Justice Act, 1988, The medical intervention without any informed consent will be cover under criminal offence and concerned doctor and physician will be liable under Battery. For Example: treatment provided to the patient against his will and in case where treatment provided to the patient is different from the treatment he has consented for, treatment provided by providing wrong prior information.
The punishment for Common assault that also include battery is given under Section 39 of Criminal Justice Act, 1988. it provides with the sentence of assault and battery, and it deals with the seriousness of the crime, particular situations of the offender. The punishment for battery and assault is six months imprisonment and fine of up to £5,000.
Case Law: Marland v DPP [2023] EWCH 1046, the case is related to limiting implied consent in a battery crime. The fact of the case is related to where Mr. Marland was convicted under assault for grabbing the shoulders of his intoxicated partner without consent and took her towards the vehicle. In this case, the Magistrate Court held that appellant intentionally applied unlawful force knowing that the victim has not consented for the same and is liable under the battery crime.
During the police investigation of battery crimes, it can be transferred to the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) to determine whether there is a requirement to have evidence to put a charge on the defendant and bring the entire case before court. For this criminal prosecution process, the following defenses have been available for the accused during the trial. The CPS can decide whether to prosecute one accused or not under Battery by having two criteria such as evidential test and public interest test (Wiener, 2020). If there is enough evidence to convict a person, a case will benefit the public interest or not. Also, CPS can prosecute the accused based on battery and summon them to appear before the court. The accused has a right to ask for some self-defense such as proving the fact that consent was already given for physical contact and the situation is related to just an incident not an accident as there is no availability of criminal intention. At the trial's last stage, closing arguments will be presented, and the jury is responsible for determining whether the defendant is guilty or innocent. In case if a person is found to be guilty then judge will tell the appropriate sentence based on severity of an offence. 

CONCLUSION
From the above essay it can be concluded that under English criminal law, the battery is considered as criminal offence that will be dealt under criminal justice legislation in UK. For determining whether act will come under battery crime or not will be decided the claimant has given their consent for physical touch or not. Consent plays a crucial role in determining whether an accused will be guilty of battery crime offence or not and further process of prosecuting of criminal act will conduct on that basis. 
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